
 

 

 

Session Reaches  
Midpoint This 

Week!  
 

 

The Briefing for March 29, 2025 
The Last Briefing was March 28, 2025   

 
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel | weather.com 
 

General Update  
 

Budget Doc’s  
The following document includes the various proposals will guide the negotiations over the 
FY25-26 Budget.  -  Senate and House Proposed Budget Documents .docx 

 
Funding Comparison of Proposed FEFP Funding to Current Year 

Current Funding - 24-25 FEFP 3rdCalc.pdf $28,590,844,425 
Governors Recommendation for the FEFP  $29,655,931,656 

Senate Proposal for the FEFP  $29,575,330,118 
House Proposal for the FEFP  $29,338,511,640 

 
School Start Time Repeal Moves Closer to Final Passage 

The Senate has passed the committee version of legislation (SB 296) that would overturn a 2023 
law requiring high schools and middle schools to start later.  The 2023 law mandated that middle schools 
could not start before 8 a.m.   To comply with the new legislation, schools would be required to remind the 
public about the importance of sleep and at least consider starting later. The schools must document their 
efforts in a report to the Florida Department of Education.  The House companion bill (HB 261) is also 
ready for the floor. 
 

HB 1595 - Solar Facilities On House Committee Agenda Tuesday 
House Bill 1595 -   is on the House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee this Tuesday at  8:00 am, in 
17 HOB – the bill amends provisions for solar facilities, focusing on proper decommissioning and land 
restoration. (The Senate version -SB 1304 – has passed one committee) The House Bill does the 
following 

• Revises legislative intent to ensure agricultural land used for solar facilities is restorable and 
viable for agricultural use after the facility's lifecycle. 

• Defines "agricultural land" and "decommissioned", and sets conditions for identifying a solar 
facility as decommissioned. 

• Authorizes counties to adopt ordinances requiring decommissioning of solar facilities once they 
are deemed to have ended their useful life, with conditions for presuming such an end. 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/EdIIF9-rdYhEtj4cuphWsDkBTB840cMBGnPjKJofKvTgfQ?e=dXlKej
https://www.fldoe.org/file/7507/24-25FEFP3rdCalc.pdf
http://focusonfloridasfuture.com/content/Current/reports/Education%20Funding%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc.cfm?134241
https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/docs/2025/3/28/134258_the_florida_education_finance_program_03_28_25.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/296
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/727286-schools-could-decide-own-start-times-again-as-bill-moves-through-senate/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/727286-schools-could-decide-own-start-times-again-as-bill-moves-through-senate/
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=80851
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82350


• Grants counties the ability to require financial assurances from solar facility owners, such as 
bonds or letters of credit, to cover decommissioning costs. 

• Specifies that counties can demand updates every 5 years on the estimated decommissioning 
costs and adjust required financial assurances accordingly. 

• Allows county action to enforce decommissioning if the solar facility owner fails to meet required 
standards. 

• Removes provisions that previously treated solar facilities as permitted uses in certain land use 
categories, subjecting them instead to new decommissioning requirements. 

 
Tax Cuts On The Table 

This week, House Speaker Danny Perez called for a reduction in state sales tax from 6 cents to 5.25 
cents.    The impact of this action would reduce state revenues by approximately $5 Billion.  The Senate 
has no similar proposal but proposals to increase property tax exemptions are still alive in both the House 
and Senate.    

DeSantis Committed to Protecting Fiscally Constrained Counties 
DeSantis said Tuesday he’s willing to work with “fiscally constrained” rural counties to offset the effects 
of property tax cuts.  “They don’t have the same luxury that a Broward County would have or a Miami-
Dade County would have when you have people that are flooding down there,” DeSantis said.  He added 
that to economically “juice” rural areas, he’d support efforts to land auto manufacturers. He pointed to 
areas that have been hit by recent hurricanes, such as North Florida’s Big Bend region.   
 

Legislator Contacts  
https://www.flhouse.gov/representatives 

https://flsenate.gov/Senators 
Calendars for Week Five 

House Calendar for Week 5 
Senate Calendar for Week 5 

On the Docket 
MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• STATE-OWNED LANDS  -  Monday, 11 a.m. -  The Joint Administrative Procedures 
Committee will receive a presentation from the Department of Environmental Protection 
about an inventory of state-owned lands.   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• UBER INSURANCE  -  Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Banking and Insurance 
Committee will consider a bill (SB 1206), filed by Sen. Nick DiCeglie, R-Indian Rocks 
Beach, that would change insurance requirements for transportation companies such as 
Uber and Lyft.   412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT FRAUD  -  Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Commerce and 
Tourism Committee will take up a proposal (SB 1238), filed by Sen. Ana Maria 
Rodriguez, R-Miami-Dade County, that would impose new requirements for verifying 
the identities of people seeking unemployment benefits.   110 Senate Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• HIGHER ED LEADERS  -  Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Education Postsecondary 
Committee will take up a bill (SB 1726), filed by Chairwoman Alexis Calatayud, R-

https://www.flhouse.gov/representatives
https://flsenate.gov/Senators
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Session&CommitteeId=&Session=2025&DocumentType=Daily%20Calendars&FileName=Daily%20Calendar%20for%20Monday,%20March%2031,%202025.pdf
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Calendar/2025/Daily%20Calendars%202025-03-28%20171048.PDF


Miami, that would make a series of changes related to the state university system’s Board 
of Governors and university boards of trustees.   301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS  -   Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Ethics and Elections 
Committee will consider a proposal (SB 1416), filed by Sen. Nick DiCeglie, R-Indian 
Rocks Beach, that would require municipal elections to be held on the same date as 
general elections.   37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• FARMERS HEALTH PLAN  - Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The House Commerce Committee 
will take up a bill (HB 497), filed by Rep. J.J. Grow, R-Inverness, that would allow the 
Florida Farm Bureau to offer largely unregulated health coverage to farmers.   212 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• MENTAL HEALTH CARE  -  Monday, 1:30 p.m. -  The House Health & Human 
Services Committee will consider a proposal (HB 883), filed by Rep. Jason Shoaf, R-Port 
St. Joe, that would expand the authorization of certain advanced practice registered 
nurses to provide psychiatric services.   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• BEACH ACCESS  - Monday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Community Affairs Committee will 
take up a bill (SB 1622), filed by Sen. Jay Trumbull, R-Panama City, that would repeal a 
controversial 2018 law that targeted what is known as “customary use” of beaches.   37 
Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CHARTER SCHOOLS  -   Monday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Education Pre-K-12 Committee 
will take up a bill (SB 1702), filed by Sen. Danny Burgess, R-Zephyrhills, that would 
make changes related to charter schools.Location; 412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• WILDLIFE COMMISSIONER  -  Monday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Environment and 
Natural Resources Committee will hold a confirmation hearing for Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission Chairman Rodney Barreto.   110 Senate Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• ‘FLORIDA FARM BILL’  - Monday, 4 p.m. -  The House Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Budget Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 651), filed by Rep. Kaylee Tuck, 
R-Lake Placid, and Rep. Danny Alvarez, R-Hillsborough County, that would address a 
series of issues in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and is dubbed 
the “Florida Farm Bill.”   314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AUTOMATION, AI  -  Monday, 4 p.m. -  The House Careers & Workforce 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 827), filed by Rep. Leonard Spencer, D-
Gotha, that would require a study about the economic impact of automation, artificial 
intelligence and robotics on employment in the state.   Morris Hall, House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• UTILITY WORKERS  -  Monday, 4 p.m. -  The House Economic Infrastructure 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 857), filed by Rep. Jennifer Kincart Jonsson, R-
Lakeland, that would increase criminal penalties for people who assault utility 
workers.   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 



• IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT  -   Monday, 10 a.m. -  The State Immigration 
Enforcement Council will meet.   Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, 10750 Ulmerton 
Road, Largo. 

• FLORIDA SOUTHWESTERN BOARD  -  Monday, 1 p.m. -  The Florida SouthWestern 
State College Board of Trustees will meet.   Florida SouthWestern State College, 8099 
College Parkway, Fort Myers. 

• TRANSPORTATION PANEL  -  Monday, 3:30 p.m. -  The state Commission for the 
Transportation Disadvantaged will meet.   Barry Building, 3185 South Blairstone Road, 
Tallahassee. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• WILDLIFE COMMISSION  -  Tuesday, 8 a.m. -  The House Criminal Justice 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 1133), filed by Rep. Jason Shoaf, R-Port St. Joe, 
that would make changes in the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
including requiring representation on the commission from different regions of the state 
and imposing term limits.   404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SOLAR FACILITIES  -  Tuesday, 8 a.m. -  The House Intergovernmental Affairs 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 1595), filed by Rep. Traci Koster, R-Tampa, 
that would give counties authority about decommissioning solar-energy facilities that 
have reached the end of their usefulness.   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• AFFORDABLE HOUSING  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The Senate Rules Committee will take 
up a bill (SB 184), filed by Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, that seeks to expand affordable 
housing, including by requiring local governments to allow what are known as “granny 
flats.”   412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• PEDIATRIC INSTITUTE  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The House Health Care Budget 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 907), filed by Rep. Adam Anderson, R-Palm 
Harbor, that would create the Florida Institute for Pediatric Rare Diseases within the 
Florida State University College of Medicine.   314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• E-VERIFY EXPANSION  -   Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The House Industries & Professional 
Activities Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 955), filed by Rep. Berny Jacques, R-
Seminole, that would expand to all private employers a requirement that they use the 
federal E-Verify system to check the immigration status of workers.   212 Knott Building, 
the Capitol. 

• CHILD NEGLECT  -   Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Human Services Subcommittee 
will consider a bill (HB 1191), filed by Rep. Monique Miller, R-Palm Bay, that would 
revise laws related to harming or neglecting children.   314 House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• BEACH ACCESS  - Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Natural Resources & Disasters 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 6043), filed by Rep. Alex Andrade, R-Pensacola, 



that would repeal a controversial 2018 law that targeted what is known as “customary 
use” of beaches.   404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SCHOOL SAFETY ADDRESSED -  Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House PreK-12 Budget 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 1403), filed by Rep. Brad Yeager, R-New Port 
Richey, and Rep. Christine Hunschofsky, R-Parkland, that would make changes to try to 
boost school safety.   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• TEACHER PREPARATION  - Tuesday, 1 p.m. -  The House Higher Education Budget 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 875), filed by Rep. Alex Rizo, R-Hialeah, 
and Rep. John Snyder, R-Stuart, that would revise teacher-preparation programs and 
create the Florida Institute of Teaching Excellence at Miami Dade College.   Reed Hall, 
House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CRIMINAL RECORDS  -   Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Criminal Justice 
Committee will consider a bill (SB 1000), filed by Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, that 
would expand the circumstances in which people could ask courts to seal criminal history 
records.   37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AHCA EXEMPTION  -  Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability Committee will take up a bill (SB 342), filed by Sen. Gayle Harrell, R-
Stuart, that would provide a public-records exemption for personal information about 
Agency for Health Care Administration employees who do such things as investigate 
Medicaid fraud and inspect health-care facilities.   110 Senate Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• HEALTH OFFICIALS  -  Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Health Policy Committee 
will hold confirmation hearings for Agency for Health Care Administration Secretary 
Shevaun Harris and members of the Board of Chiropractic Medicine, the Board of 
Medicine, the Board of Optometry and the Board of Physical Therapy Practice.   412 
Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• NUNEZ SPACE APPOINTMENT  - Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Senate Military and 
Veterans Affairs, Space and Domestic Security Committee will hold a confirmation 
hearing for former Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nunez as chairwoman of the Space Florida Board of 
Directors.   301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• TRANSFERS PROPOSED TO APD -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Children, Families 
and Elder Affairs Committee will consider a bill (SB 1050), filed by Sen. Jennifer 
Bradley, R-Fleming Island, that includes transferring the state Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation and the Division of Blind Services from the Department of Education to 
the Agency for Persons with Disabilities.   301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SOCIAL MEDIA  -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Judiciary Committee will take up a 
proposal (SB 868), filed by Sen. Blaise Ingoglia, R-Spring Hill, that includes requiring 
social-media platforms to allow parents to view their children’s messages.   110 Senate 
Office Building, the Capitol. 



• RACING BILL  -   Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Regulated Industries Committee will 
consider a bill (SB 408), filed by Sen. Danny Burgess, R-Zephyrhills, aimed at 
eliminating a requirement that Florida’s two remaining thoroughbred horse tracks hold 
races to be able to offer other types of gambling.   412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• LEFT-LANE DRIVERS  -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The Senate Transportation Committee will 
take up a proposal (SB 636), filed by Sen. Jonathan Martin, R-Fort Myers, that seeks to 
prevent drivers from cruising in left lanes of highways.   37 Senate Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• ELECTION LAW  -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The House Government Operations 
Subcommittee will consider a bill (HB 1381), filed by Rep. Jenna Persons-Mulicka, R-
Fort Myers, that would make a series of changes to elections laws, including related to 
the authority of the state Office of Election Crimes and Security.   404 House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• HEMP BILLS HEARD -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The House Housing, Agriculture & Tourism 
Subcommittee will take up two bills (PCB HAT 25-01 and PCB HAT 25-02) that would 
revamp laws about hemp, including addressing taxes for hemp THC products.   Morris 
Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• HUMAN TRAFFICKING  -   Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The House Justice Budget 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 1283), filed by Rep. Berny Jacques, R-
Seminole, that would create a crime of capital human trafficking for people who traffic 
“vulnerable” victims for sexual exploitation.   314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SCHOOL GRADES  -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The House Student Academic Success 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 1483), filed by Rep. Susan Valdes, R-Tampa, that 
would revise the school-grading system.   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SPECIAL ORDER SET -  Tuesday, 15 minutes after Senate committees end. -  The 
Senate Special Order Calendar Group will set a special-order calendar, which lists bills 
that will be heard on the Senate floor.   401 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• ‘HEART ADVOCACY DAY’ AT CAPITOL - The American Heart Association will 

host “Florida Heart Advocacy Day” at the Capitol. 
• SPECIAL ELECTIONS HELD - Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. in special 

congressional and legislative elections. Special general elections will be held in 
Congressional District 1 to replace former U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz and in Congressional 
District 6 to replace former U.S. Rep. Mike Waltz. Special primary elections will be held 
in state Senate District 19, state House District 3 and state House District 32. 

• UTILITY ISSUES DISCUSSED -  Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. -  The Florida Public Service 
Commission will meet.   Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade Way, 
Tallahassee. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2025 
— Legislature: 



• HOUSE BUDGET  -   Wednesday, 8 a.m. -  The House Budget Committee will consider 
a proposed budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year, which will start July 1.   212 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• SENATE BUDGET  - Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Senate Appropriations Committee will 
consider a proposed budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year, which will start July 1.   412 
Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• GULF OF AMERICA  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Senate Fiscal Policy Committee will 
take up a bill (SB 608), filed by Sen. Nick DiCeglie, R-Indian Rocks Beach, that would 
change references in state laws from the “Gulf of Mexico” to the “Gulf of America” after 
President Donald Trump issued an executive order to rename the gulf.   110 Senate 
Office Building, the Capitol. 

OTHER SCHEDULED MEETINGS 
• House Ways & Means Committee (8 a.m., 404 House Office Building, the Capitol.) 
• House Education Administration Subcommittee (1:30 p.m., Reed Hall, House Office 

Building, the Capitol.) 
• House Health Care Facilities & Systems Subcommittee (1:30 p.m., 404 House Office 

Building, the Capitol.) 
• House State Administration Budget Subcommittee (1:30 p.m., Morris Hall, House Office 

Building, the Capitol.) 
• House Transportation & Economic Development Budget Subcommittee (1:30 p.m., 314 

House Office Building, the Capitol.) 
• House Education & Employment Committee (4 p.m., Reed Hall, House Office Building, 

the Capitol.) 
• House Judiciary Committee (4 p.m., 404 House Office Building, the Capitol.) 
• House State Affairs Committee (4 p.m., Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol.) 

— Also: 
• JUSTICES CONSIDER INSURANCE FIGHT -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida 

Supreme Court will hear arguments in three cases, including a dispute involving 
American Coastal Insurance Co. and Miami-Dade County’s Patios West One 
Condominium Association about damage from Hurricane Irma.   Florida Supreme Court, 
500 South Duval St., Tallahassee. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT APPEALS BOARD  -  Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. -  The state 
Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission is scheduled to meet.   Reemployment 
Assistance Appeals Commission, 1211 Governors Square Blvd., Suite 300, Tallahassee. 
Call-in number: 850-988-5144. Code: 261180880 

• BISCAYNE BAY ADDRESSED -  Wednesday, 10 a.m. -  The state Biscayne Bay 
Commission will meet.   https://ProtectingFloridaTogether.gov/BiscayneBayCommission 

• WATER RATES  -  Wednesday, 10 a.m. -  The Florida Public Service Commission will 
hold an online meeting about proposed rate increases for Alturas Water, LLC in Polk 
County.   https://www.floridapsc.com/ 

https://protectingfloridatogether.gov/BiscayneBayCommission
https://www.floridapsc.com/


• BEAR HUNTS DISCUSSED -  Wednesday, noon. -  The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission will hold a meeting about the possibility of having bear 
hunts.   https://fsu.zoom.us/j/96561628155. Call-in number: 1-305-224-1968. Code: 
96561628155 

• SEWER RATES  -   Wednesday, 2 p.m. -  The Florida Public Service Commission will 
hold an online meeting about proposed rate increases for West Lakeland Wastewater 
LLC in Polk County.   https://www.floridapsc.com/ 

THURSDAY APRIL 3, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• SENATE HOLDS FLOOR SESSION -  Thursday, noon. -  The Senate is scheduled to 
hold a floor session.   Senate chamber, the Capitol. 

• HOUSE TAKES UP INITIATIVE  - Thursday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House will take up 
numerous issues during a floor session, including a proposal (HB 1205), sponsored by 
Rep. Jenna Persons-Mulicka, R-Fort Myers, that would place additional restrictions on 
ballot initiatives. Among other things, the House will consider bills (HB 575 and HB 
549) to help carry out President Donald Trump’s directive to change the name of the Gulf 
of Mexico to the Gulf of America.   House chamber, the Capitol. 

OTHER SCHEDULED MEETINGS 
• House Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee (8 a.m., 404 House Office Building, the 

Capitol.) 
• House Professions & Programs Subcommittee (8 a.m., Reed Hall, House Office Building, 

the Capitol.) 
• House Insurance & Banking Subcommittee (8 a.m., Morris Hall, House Office Building, 

the Capitol.) 
• Senate Appropriations Committee (9 a.m., 412 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
• Senate Fiscal Policy Committee (9 a.m., 110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
• House Rules & Ethics Committee (15 minutes after House floor session, 404 House 

Office Building, the Capitol.) 
— Also: 

• JUDICIAL CANDIDATES INTERVIEWED -  Thursday, 8 a.m. -  The 1st District Court 
of Appeal Judicial Nominating Commission will interview candidates for an opening on 
the Tallahassee-based court. Candidates scheduled to be interviewed are Jennifer J. 
Frydrychowicz, Francis A. Carbone, II, Amie E. DeGuzman, Stephen S. Everett, Brittany 
O. Finkbeiner, R. Todd Harris, Joshua M. Hawkes, William S. Henry, Lance E. Neff, 
Timothy J. Inacio, Kyle B. Sill, Ray Treadwell, George M. Wright and Doreen T. 
Inkeles.   1st District Court of Appeal, 2000 Drayton Dr., Tallahassee. 

• DEP HOLDS OPEN HOUSE -  Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. -  The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Southwest District will hold an annual open house.   Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, 13051 North Telecom Parkway, Suite 101, 
Temple Terrace. 

https://fsu.zoom.us/j/96561628155
https://www.floridapsc.com/


• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS -  Thursday, 11 a.m. -  The Florida 
Supreme Court is scheduled to release opinions. 

• BEAR HUNTS DISCUSSED -  Thursday, 5 p.m. -  The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission will hold a meeting about the possibility of having bear 
hunts.   https://fsu.zoom.us/j/94803064202. Call-in number: 1-305-224-1968. Code: 
94803064202 

FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2025 
Legislature: 

• SENATE HOLDS FLOOR SESSION -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Senate is scheduled to hold 
a floor session.   Senate chamber, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• BOARD OF MEDICINE  -  Friday, 8 a.m. -  The Florida Board of Medicine is scheduled 

to meet.   Embassy Suites Orlando, Lake Buena Vista South, 4955 Kyngs Heath Road, 
Kissimmee. 

• ‘IMPACT’ CONFERENCE HELD -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating 
Conference will hold an “impact” conference, which involves estimating potential costs 
of legislation.   117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• FSDB TRUSTEES MEET -  Friday, 10:45 a.m. -  The Florida School for the Deaf and 
the Blind Board of Trustees will meet.   Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, 207 
San Marco Ave., St. Augustine. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2025 
• BEAR HUNTS DISCUSSED -  Saturday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission will hold a meeting about the possibility of having bear 
hunts.   https://fsu.zoom.us/j/91550331906. Call-in number: 1-305-224-1968. Code: 
91550331906 

 
Headlines Around The State   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sentinel: DeSantis chooses fired DOT inspector general to lead Florida's DOGE team 

FlaPol: Senate Appropriations Committee releases leaner $117B budget proposal 

FlaPol: $18B proposed in Senate budget for transportation, economic development 

FlaPol: Senate budget puts millions toward agriculture, backing up Rural Renaissance promise 

Axios: The coming civil war over tax cuts in Florida 

FlaPol: Legislation to help save students from cardiac arrest ready for House floor 

FlaPol: Promoted: Workforce education bill ready for the House floor 
  

Sentinel: Legislation from 2 Florida lawmakers seeks to reform embattled FEMA 

NBC: Trump privately vents his frustration about Michael Waltz 

FlaPol: Donald Trump nominates UCF's space czar for NASA job 
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Gainesville Sun: State attorney finds insufficient evidence to prosecute former sheriff 

FlaPol: House panel signs off on bill loosening media protections, requiring removal of online reports 

FlaPol: House panel votes up bill to protect affordable housing tenants from mid-lease rent increases 

FlaPol: Ben Albritton urges fellow Senators to get residents involved in hurricane prep program 

FlaPol: Sorry, teens. Senate passes bill backtracking on push to start school later 

FlaPol: Bill giving greater flexibility to school districts for testing, funding ready for Senate floor 

FlaPol: Benefits for firefighters hurt in training advance in House 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis rips House for budget veto overrides 

FlaPol: Right wrongs: Senate passes repeal of clean hands rule for exonerees 

Herald: Key DeSantis initiative in limbo as Florida's governor feuds with legislators 

Times: DeSantis' Hope Florida initiative stalled after fight with legislators 

Sentinel: DeSantis says 'Tax the tourists. Tax some of the foreigners.' to offset other revenue losses 

FlaPol: Erika Donalds says Casey DeSantis ‘teased a run’ for Governor, but Byron Donalds can better 
deal with Florida issues 

Herald: Florida attorney general says he won't defend post-Parkland gun law. Does he have to? 

Herald: Top Florida lawmaker has 'personal concerns' about a push to loosen child-labor laws 

FlaPol: ‘Fix this problem’: Senate approves bill to make candidate party affiliation rules enforceable 

FlaPol: Tom Leek postpones floor vote on cop killer bill after Black Caucus decries removal of good 
faith standard 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Briefing 
The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin  

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 
The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It 
is also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com  

 
If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 

www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/local/2025/03/27/state-attorney-declines-to-prosecute-former-alachua-county-sheriff/82674016007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728739-house-panel-signs-off-on-bill-loosening-media-protections-requiring-removal-of-online-reports/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728720-house-panel-votes-up-bill-to-protect-affordable-housing-tenants-from-mid-lease-rent-increases/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728702-ben-albritton-urges-fellow-senators-to-get-residents-involved-in-hurricane-prep-program/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728694-sorry-teens-senate-passes-bill-backtracking-on-push-to-start-school-later/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728685-bill-giving-greater-flexibility-to-school-districts-for-testing-funding-ready-for-senate-floor/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728645-hurt-firefighters/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728642-gov-desantis-rips-house-for-budget-veto-overrides/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728589-right-wrongs-senate-passes-repeal-of-clean-hands-rule-for-exonerees/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/article302917694.html
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/03/27/desantis-casey-hope-florida-legislature-fight-legislation/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/03/27/desantis-says-tax-the-tourists-tax-some-of-the-foreigners-to-offset-other-revenue-losses/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728572-erika-casey/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728572-erika-casey/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article302915099.html#storylink=latest_side
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article302920599.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/728682-fix-this-problem-senate-approves-bill-to-make-candidate-party-affiliation-rules-enforceable/
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