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The Briefing —Sunday, December 14, 2025

The Last Briefing —Friday — December 12, 2025

What’s the weather outlook?
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL. — The Weather Channel |

Upper 20’°s expected tonight and tomorrow!

College Football Schedule Bowls, 2025 Postseason - ESPN

Pre-Session Committee Meetings are Over!
The legislature will convene on January 13
Adopted Legislative Programs
@ SSDCC 2026 Legislative Program - December 2025.docx
The Small County Coalition - 2026 Legislative Program - November 2025

RECAP OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS IN FINAL WEEK OF PRE-SESSION MEETINGS

Governor DeSantis Releases Budget Proposal for FY 26-27

Governor DeSantis released his recommended budget, Floridians First Budget, for the 2026-27 State Fiscal
Year (SFY). The Governor’s Budget Recommendations for SFY 2026-27 total approximately $ 117.4 billion,
which represents a 1.93% increase from the 2025 General Appropriations Act, the current state budget for SFY
2025-26. Budget Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2026-27 Bill Format

Education FEFP Funding Overview - Summary Report
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Property Tax Relief Proposal Moves Forward
The House Ways and Means Committee passed HB 209 Property Insurance Relief Homestead Exemption of
Non-school Property Tax . This bill would grant insured homestead properties an extra $200,000 exemption
applied to the portion of assessed value between $25,000 and $250,000. This expanded exemption significantly
reduce local non-school property tax liabilities for insured homeowners. The resolution also prohibits local
governments from reducing funding for law enforcement, firefighters, and first responders below the amount
budgeted in either FY 2025-26 or FY 2026-27, whichever is higher. If at least 60% of voters approve the
amendment during the 2026 general election, it would take effect January 1, 2027. The proposal is projected to
reduce local non-school property tax revenues by $6.6 billion statewide in FY 2027-28, with a recurring annual
reduction of approximately $8.6 billion.

House Committee Passes Blue Ribbon Designation for large scale development projects
The House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee CS/HB 299 Blue Ribbon Projects by Representative Melo. The

bill requires administrative approval of 10,000+ acre “blue-ribbon” projects for properties that are owned by the
same person or entities. The bill requires 60% of the land to be set aside for reserve areas while allowing the other
40% of the land for development. The automatic approval under this bill strips Floridians and their local officials of
any meaningful voice by overriding comprehensive plans, eliminating public hearings, and shifting land-use
authority from elected officials to large landowners. The bill was amended in committee to address language
regarding the reserve areas and affordable housing provisions. This bill would impose broad preemption of home
rule authority and current growth management frameworks. The Senate companion bill is SB 354 by Senator
McClain.

Sovereign Immunity Changes Clear Final House Committee
House Judiciary Committee passed (12-2) HB 145 Suits Against the Government . The bill expands the current

waiver of sovereign immunity by increasing caps of $200,000 per individual claim and $300,000 per incident to
$500,000 and $1 million respectively. Caps are increased again in October 2031. The bill then increases the caps
$600,000 per individual claim and $1.2 million per incident. The bill also authorizes subdivisions of the state to
settle above the caps effectively leaving subdivisions of the state without caps.

Decommissioning Solar Facilities Passes Senate Committee
The Senate Regulated Industries Committee passed SB 200 Utilities . The bill authorizes counties to adopt local

ordinances requiring the decommissioning of solar facilities once they reach the end of their useful life, ensuring
that agricultural land used for solar development can be restored and remain viable for future agricultural use. The
bill also allows counties to require financial assurance to ensure completion of decommissioning activities. The bill
further directs the Department of Environmental Protection to develop and annually update Best Management
Practices for the construction of solar facilities, providing statewide standards intended to mitigate environmental
and land-use impacts.

872 Legislative Proposals Have Been Filed

Bills Being Tracked Relating to Local Government - 12-12-25.docx
@ Bills Being Tracked Relating to Education - 12-12-25.docx
@ Bills Being Tracked Relating to Taxation -12-12-25.docx
E@ Bills Being Tracked Referring to Fiscally Constrained or Rural .docx
@ Bills Being Tracked Relating to Preemption - 12-12-25.docx

Delegation Hearings

Monday, December 15, 2025
o Hernando County - 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM - Hernando County Government Center,
John Law Ayers Commission Chambers (Room 160) 20 N. Main Street,
Brooksville, FL 34601
o Okaloosa County - 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (CST) - Okaloosa County

Administration Building, 1250 Eglin Parkway, Shalimar.
Wednesday, December 17, 2025
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o Gadsden County - 10:00 a.m. - Gadsden County Board of County
Commissioners Chambers - 9 E Jefferson St # B, Quincy, FL 32351

MONDAY., DECEMBER 15, 2025

e SCHOOL TRUST FUND - Monday, 8:45 a.m. - The Revenue Estimating Conference will address what
is known as an “outlook™ for the State School Trust Fund. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

e COURT MONEY - Monday, 9 a.m. - The Revenue Estimating Conference will analyze “Article V”’
revenues, which help fund the court system. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

e TRIUMPH GULF COAST BOARD - Monday, 10:30 a.m. Central time. - The Triumph Gulf Coast
board, which helps oversee settlement money from the Deepwater Horizon disaster, will meet. - Florida
State University Panama City Campus, Holley Academic Center, 4750 Collegiate Dr., Panama City.

e STATE INVESTMENTS - Monday, 11 am. - The state Investment Advisory Council will meet. - The
Hermitage Centre, 1801 Hermitage Blvd., Tallahassee.

e HERNANDO DELEGATION - Monday, 1 p.m. - The Hernando County legislative delegation, made up
of Sen. Ralph Massullo, R-Lecanto, and Rep. Jeff Holcomb, R-Spring Hill, will meet as it prepares for the
2026 session. - Hernando County Government Center, 20 North Main St., Brooksville.

e FINANCIAL AID - Monday, 1:30 p.m. - The Education Estimating Conference will analyze student
financial aid. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

e OKALOOSA DELEGATION - Monday, 5:30 p.m. Central time. - The Okaloosa County legislative
delegation will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. Don Gaetz, R-
Niceville; Sen. Jay Trumbull, R-Panama City; Rep. Nathan Boyles, R-Baker; and Rep. Patt Maney, R-
Shalimar. - Okaloosa County Administration Building, 1250 Eglin Parkway, Shalimar.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2025

e MIAMI DADE COLLEGE BOARD - Tuesday, 8 a.m. - The Miami Dade College Board of Trustees will
meet. - Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus, 300 N.E. Second Ave.,
Miami. https://www.mdc.edu/livestream

e SOUTHWEST WATER BOARD - Tuesday, 9 a.m. - The Southwest Florida Water Management District
Governing Board will meet. - Southwest Florida Water Management District, 2379 Broad St., Brooksville.

e COLLEGE ENROLLMENT - Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. - The Education Estimating Conference will analyze
Florida college system enrollment. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2025

e REAL ESTATE ISSUES - Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - The Florida Real Estate Commission will meet.

- Zora Neale Hurston Building, North Tower, Suite N901, 400 West Robinson St.,
Orlando. https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/603461895294460508

e DESANTIS, CABINET - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida Cabinet are scheduled
to meet. - Cabinet meeting room, the Capitol.

e PAROLE CASES - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - The Florida Commission on Offender Review will meet.

- Florida Commission on Offender Review, 4070 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee. Call-in number: 1-877-
309-2073. Code: 337350165

e CITRUS ISSUES - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - The Florida Citrus Commission will meet. - Florida Department
of Citrus, 605 East Main St., Bartow. Call-in number: 1-904-539-9759. Code: 880703436

e GREENWAYS AND TRAILS - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - The Florida Greenways and Trails Council will
meet. - Florida Sheriffs Association, 2617 Mahan Dr., Tallahassee.

e RISK MANAGEMENT - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - The Self-Insurance Estimating Conference will discuss
risk management issues. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

e UNEMPLOYMENT CASES - Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. - The state Reemployment Assistance Appeals
Commission is scheduled to meet. - Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission, 1211 Governors
Square Blvd., Suite 300, Tallahassee. Call-in number: 850-988-5144. Code: 282335254

e GADSDEN DELEGATION - Wednesday, 10 a.m. - The Gadsden County legislative delegation, made up
of Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, and Rep. Gallop Franklin, D-Tallahassee, will meet as it prepares for
the 2026 session. - Gadsden County Commission chamber, 9 East Jefferson St., Quincy.
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EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE - Wednesday, 10 a.m. - The Self-Insurance Estimating Conference
will analyze enrollment in the state employees’ health insurance program. - 117 Knott Building, the
Capitol.

REFUGEE ISSUES - Wednesday, 1 p.m. - The Southwest Florida Refugee Task Force will meet.

- Information at https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/southwest-florida-
refugee-task-force-meeting-1

NEW COLLEGE BOARD - Wednesday, 3 p.m. - The New College of Florida Board of Trustees will
meet. - Information at https://www.ncf.edu/event/new-college-board-of-trustees-meeting/

SUPREME COURT APPLICATION DEADLINE - Wednesday, 5 p.m. - Wednesday is the deadline for
candidates to submit applications to replace outgoing Florida Supreme Court Justice Charles Canady, The
Florida Supreme Court Judicial Nominating Commission will choose candidates to be interviewed before
sending a list of finalists to Gov. Ron DeSantis, who will appoint a justice.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025

FAMU TRUSTEES - Thursday, 9 a.m. - The Florida A&M University Board of Trustees will meet.

- https://famu.zoom.us/j/91338176913?pwd=IcvdPRdYx06TAWxuV{klHgP0a9oafx. 1

MEDICAL MARIJUANA RULE - Thursday, 9 a.m. - The Florida Department of Health is scheduled to
hold a meeting about updating a rule dealing with issues such as the Medical Marijuana Use Registry
identification-card process. - Holiday Inn Tallahassee East Capitol-University, 2003 Apalachee Parkway,
Tallahassee.

GREENWAYS AND TRAILS - Thursday, 9 a.m. - The Florida Greenways and Trails Council will meet.
- Florida Sheriffs Association, 2617 Mahan Dr., Tallahassee.

SCHOOL READINESS - Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - The Early Learning Programs Estimating Conference
will address school readiness programs. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM - Tuesday, 9:45 a.m. - The Early Learning Programs Estimating
Conference will analyze issues in the state’s voluntary pre-kindergarten program. - 117 Knott Building, the
Capitol.

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA ISSUES - Thursday, 10 a.m. - The Southwest Florida Regional Planning
Council will meet. - Florida Department of Transportation SunGuide SWIFT Center, 10041 Daniels
Parkway, Fort

Myers. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/91588729954?pwd=OVErTVNQVVpRZjOrY1JabldpMDBPUT09. Me
eting ID: 91588729954. Code: 082520. Call-in number: 1-929-205-6099.

SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS - Thursday, 11 a.m. - The Florida Supreme Court is
scheduled to release opinions.

ETHICS PANEL - Thursday, 4 p.m. - The Florida Commission on Ethics will meet. - Florida
Commission on Ethics, 325 John Knox Road, Building E, Suite 200,

Tallahassee. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81610890432. Code: 390473

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025

USF TRUSTEES - Friday, 9 a.m. - The University of South Florida Board of Trustees will meet.

- Information at https://www.usf.edu/board-of-trustees/meetings/index.aspx

‘IMPACT’ CONFERENCE - Friday, 9 a.m. - The Revenue Estimating Conference will hold an “impact”
conference, which involves estimating costs of legislation. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.
DOMESTIC SECURITY - Friday, 9 a.m. - The state Domestic Security Oversight Council will meet.

- Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2331 Phillips Road, Tallahassee.

INTEREST RATES - Friday, 1 p.m. - The Economic Estimating Conference will discuss interest rates
that are used in the appropriations process. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

FLORIDA ECONOMY - Friday, 1 p.m. - The Economic Estimating Conference will analyze Florida
economic issues. - 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

HEALTH INSURANCE - Friday, 3 p.m. - The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board is scheduled to
meet. - Call-in number: 1-866-299-7949. Code: 1433866

Headlines Around The State
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Times: As Florida offshore drilling looms, birds less protected from spills under Trump

FlaPol: National endorsements pour in for Pia Dandiya as she takes on Brian Mast

FlaPol: Batter up: Ron DeSantis deems term limits a "hanging curveball’ as he drums up support for concept

FlaPol: Mystery group continues promoting Jay Collins

Sun-Sentinel: Broward schools bungle effort to find company to oversee construction work

FlaPol: Daniel Perez predicts fiscally conservative Session, remains bullish on property taxes

Bradenton Herald: Series of misconduct cases signals systemic breakdown in Manatee County schools

Florida Phoenix: Florida school, daycare vaccine tussle kicks off in Panama City Beach

Herald: How a Girl Scouts bill exposed Jackson charity executive's $7M fraud

AP: Florida plows ahead with push to roll back certain vaccine mandates for schoolchildren

Herald: Florida Health Department takes step toward eliminating 4 child vaccine mandates

News-Press: Doctors slam Florida plan to repeal key vaccine rules for K-12 schools

NBC: At meeting on Florida's plan to end school vaccine mandates, skeptics and doctors stand off

NYT: In Florida's Panhandle, a Hearing on School Vaccine Mandates Gets Heated

Florida Phoenix: Board of Governors nixes year-old policy giving chair power on university presidents

Times: Florida confirms Moez Limayem as USF president

FlaPol: Florida Board of Governors confirms Moez Limayem as USF's next president

Florida Phoenix: University Chancellor Ray Rodrigues is the highest-paid Florida employee

FlaPol: Eileen Higgins unveils leadership team to drive first 100 days as Miami Mayor

FlaPol: Veteran lobbyist Matt Bryan embraces the Gray with new strategy firm

FlaPol: After mural crackdown, St. Pete installs 11 Pride-inspired bike racks

Times: Florida completes $83M purchase of 4 waterfront acres in Destin

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26

2026
January 13 - 2026 Regular Session Begins
January 20 - Small County Coalition Legislative Reception
January 21 - FAC County Legislative Days
January 21-22 - Rural Counties Day 2026
January 28 - Small District Legislative Briefing
January 28-29 - FSBA Day in the Legislature
March 13 - Regular Session Ends
June 10-12 - FSBA Summer Meeting
June 11- Small District Breakfast — Summer Meeting
June 23-26 FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando
June 24 Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin
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https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769554-after-mural-crackdown-st-pete-installs-11-pride-inspired-bike-racks/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/2025/12/12/destin-florida-land-deal-waterfront-property/
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The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium. It is
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates. For Questions Email —
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
If you want to see all of the latest briefings — you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or

www.ssdec.org and click on the red [ lfoutton
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