
 

 
On the day in 1843,  A Christmas Carol  by Charles Dickens was published for the first time 

on this day in 1843. It is a story of Ebenezer Scrooge's redemption and the Cratchit 
family's joy. 

 

The Briefing –Thursday, December 18, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Sunday - December 14, 2025 

Only Six Days until Christmas!  
 

What’s the weather outlook? 
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |   

 
Holiday Bowls in Full Swing – Here’s the complete schedule!  

 College Football Bowl and Playoff Schedule.docx 
 

ASSESSING THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION  
AN IMPERATIVE FOR EVERTY COMMUNITY  

 
OPEN THE LINK OUTLINING A PLAN OF ACTION 

 
Although no actual proposal – it is likely that a reduction of Property Tax related to Home 
Ownership will be on the November Ballot.  What can Counties and cities do to analyze and 
inform the public about the potential impact if the property tax proposals pass?  How will 
elimination of Homestead Exemption impact your community?   

Here is a recommended approach to prepare your community for the Nov. 26 decision: 
 PLAN OF ACTION TO EXAMINE IMPACT OF PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION ON YOUR 

COMMUNITY.docx 
The following Reports provide a comprehensive analysis of Florida Ad Valorem 
structure allowing  local governments and stakeholders information to fully analyze proposed 
Constitutional Amendments, to inform the public of the impact on services, and to develop a 
plan for implementation if constitutional proposal(s) impacting local property taxes are put on 
the Novemeber 2026 General Election ballot.       

• FAC PROPERTY TAX REPORT - https://www.fl-counties.com/report-property-taxes/  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/A-Christmas-Carol-novel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-Dickens-British-novelist
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ebenezer-Scrooge
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cratchit-family
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cratchit-family
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQC672Zr1toSRZuPhm0IYGr1ASWqxkMN_D8jcL1-f_BfOhM?e=yH9os0
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCQux3GJ51IQqUIIkhEELdNAWQg1JPo8DyMwZkvQS3J8QY?e=syAy84
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCQux3GJ51IQqUIIkhEELdNAWQg1JPo8DyMwZkvQS3J8QY?e=syAy84
https://www.fl-counties.com/report-property-taxes/


• FLORIDA TAXWATCH REPORT - How-Florida-Counties-Compare-2025.pdf –   
• Fla. League of Cities -Fiscal Structure & Rev. Resilience of Florida Municipalities  

 
Small County Coalition Legislative Reception to Kick Off Week of County and Rural Activities  
The Small County Coalition will hold its Annual Legislative Event on Tuesday, January 
20th.  The Tuesday event will kick off a week of legislative activities that include the Florida 
Association of Counties Legislative Days and the Annual Rural Counties Day scheduled to bring 
county leaders to Capitol to discuss legislative priorities.  

Here’s the link to the invitation  
 Small County Coalition Reception Invite.docx 

 
Rural Counties Day 2026 

Rural Counties Day 2026  is set for January 21-22, 2026, in Tallahassee, featuring a 
legislative reception on the 21st at the FSU Dunlap Champions Club and a showcase expo at the 
Capitol on the 22nd, highlighting rural assets 

Here’s the link to register to attend the reception:  
https://floridaruraleda.org/rural-counties-day/ 

 
Congratulations to Flagler County 

Flagler County has been recognized  with the Annual Regional Awards for Excellence from the 
Northeast Florida Regional Council (NEFRC). The honor was awarded for “Environmental 
Stewardship” because of the county’s recent – and in progress – purchases through its 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands (ESL) program.  

 Flagler County receives 2025 NEFRC award for its robust Environmentally Sensitive Lands 
(ESL) program.docx 

 
Senator McLain and Rep Tuck file bills to Offset Impact of HJR 1215 

SB 932 by Sen. McLain/ HB 799 by Rep Tuck - Ad Valorem Tax Revenue in Fiscally 
Constrained  

The proposed bills are identical and were filed at the request of the Small County 
Coalition.   The bills are implementing bills relating to HJR 1215 that passed in the 2025 
legislative session.  The bills require the Legislature to appropriate funds to offset ad valorem tax 
revenue reductions for fiscally constrained counties resulting from SB 1215 which will be on the 
ballot in November of 2026.  Here’s what the bills do if HJR 1215 referendum is approved in 
November of 2026:  

• Creates s. 218.137, establishing an annual appropriation to compensate fiscally 
constrained counties for reduced ad valorem tax revenue caused by the 
amendment. 

• Distributes funds based on each county’s share of the total reduction in taxable 
value. 

• Requires counties to apply by November 15 with documentation from the 
property appraiser showing the estimated loss in taxable value attributable to the 
amendment, along with current and prior millage rates. 

• Specifies that each county’s reduction in ad valorem tax revenue is calculated 
using 95 percent of the estimated reduction in taxable value multiplied by the 
lower of the 2026 or current year millage rate. 

https://www.flcities.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Fiscal-Structure-and-Revenue-Resilience-of-Florida-Municipalities.pdf
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCAjFrdASUTQqjqgmm4vMACAfNcwuoV4dwxIUkvmUPwpKM?e=sYtXms
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rural+Counties+Day+2026&sca_esv=1f0bb9d93a692111&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&ei=r2lEaZ7GJ5eNwbkP7veLuA8&oq=rural+counties+day+2026&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiF3J1cmFsIGNvdW50aWVzIGRheSAyMDI2KgIIADIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGIkFGKIEMgUQABjvBUj-HFDZB1jfC3ABeACQAQCYAVygAacBqgEBMrgBAcgBAPgBAZgCAqACsQHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA5gDAIgGAZIHATKgB8MIsgcBMrgHsQHCBwUwLjEuMcgHB4AIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCSQFi0RjZo45QR_tQOuiZkEueu51dR-IoOXeFQsskwUPxAfPKeBdFuFG-xmGGZnHmyYKL1rx7E45VWOoZoCSX0Q2IfpV_lXNPOff1vxO7KpiZ5poUarK9ORCRd_tWwR8g&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi95vW9gsiRAxUERzABHVLGHXcQgK4QegQIARAB
https://floridaruraleda.org/rural-counties-day/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQARNL7BkZ-aSZjfnzgJ-0qfAcEXMSWOLpG0-slmdSEjALs?e=v45vo3
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQARNL7BkZ-aSZjfnzgJ-0qfAcEXMSWOLpG0-slmdSEjALs?e=v45vo3
https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/bills/2025/pdf/analysis_1215_03-18-25_pre_2303.pdf


• Provides that a county’s share reverts to the original fund if it fails to apply. 
Effective Date: January 1, 2027, if the amendment to the State Constitution proposed by CS/HJR 
1215, as adopted at the 2025 Regular Session, is approved at the next general election or at an 
earlier special election specifically authorized by law for that purpose 

ON THE DOCKET THIS WEEK  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2025 

• USF TRUSTEES  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The University of South Florida Board of Trustees will meet. 
-  Information at https://www.usf.edu/board-of-trustees/meetings/index.aspx 

• ‘IMPACT’ CONFERENCE  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will hold an “impact” 
conference, which involves estimating costs of legislation. -  117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• DOMESTIC SECURITY  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The state Domestic Security Oversight Council will meet. 
-  Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 2331 Phillips Road, Tallahassee. 

• INTEREST RATES  -  Friday, 1 p.m. -  The Economic Estimating Conference will discuss interest rates 
that are used in the appropriations process. -  117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• FLORIDA ECONOMY  -  Friday, 1 p.m. -  The Economic Estimating Conference will analyze Florida 
economic issues. -  117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• HEALTH INSURANCE  -  Friday, 3 p.m. -  The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board is scheduled to 
meet. -  Call-in number: 1-866-299-7949. Code: 1433866 

 
 

Headlines Around The State 
The Hill: Vanity Fair reporter defends Susie Wiles profile: ‘Everything is on tape’ 

Herald: As cost of living rises, fewer people are moving to Florida — and more are leaving 

My News 13: Floridians brace for loss of Affordable Care Act subsidies 

News4JAX: New SNAP ban headed to Florida. Here's what will be cut 

Times: What are the four vaccines Florida plans to no longer require? 

WLRN: DeSantis floats getting rid of tolls for Florida residents 

WUSF: PSAs or political ads? Reporters detail Florida's use of tax dollars to defeat 
amendments 

FlaPol: Paul Renner wants GOP voters to compare his record with Byron Donalds' 

FlaPol: Byron Donalds launches ‘Faith Leaders Coalition’ to support his Governor’s bid 

FlaPol: Blaise Ingoglia backs bill with penalties for local government overspending and 
taxation 

The Capitolist: Ingoglia Introduces Proposal to Codify Fiscal Oversight Agency, Increase 
Local Transparency 

News4JAX: More fees coming to Florida HOAs if new proposal gets OK 

WUSF: Group disputes claim that its lawsuit against Mosaic over a road project is 'moot' 

WUSF: FSU, Tallahassee reach a tentative agreement on hospital sale price tag 

My News 13: Susie Wiles, White House chief of staff, criticizes Bondi and opines on Trump in 
Vanity Fair 

Times-Union: Who is Susie Wiles? Trump's chief of staff gets candid in Vanity Fair 

https://www.usf.edu/board-of-trustees/meetings/index.aspx
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/5652581-writer-chris-whipple-defends-profile/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/article313759682.html
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/12/17/aca-subsidy-loss
https://www.news4jax.com/news/florida/2025/12/17/new-snap-ban-headed-to-florida-heres-what-will-be-cut/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/12/18/florida-vaccine-mandate-explained-ladapo-chickenpox-hepatitis-hib/
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-12-18/desantis-floats-getting-rid-of-tolls-for-florida-residents
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https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770197-blaise-ingoglia-backs-bill-with-penalties-for-local-government-overspending-and-taxation/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770197-blaise-ingoglia-backs-bill-with-penalties-for-local-government-overspending-and-taxation/
https://thecapitolist.com/ingoglia-introduces-proposal-to-codify-fiscal-oversight-agency-increase-local-transparency/
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https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/12/17/more-fees-coming-to-florida-hoas-if-new-proposal-gets-ok/
https://www.wusf.org/environment/2025-12-17/group-disputes-claim-lawsuit-against-mosaic-road-project-moot
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2025-12-17/fsu-tallahassee-reach-tentative-agreement-hospital-sale-price-tag
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/politics/2025/12/16/susie-wiles-interview-vanity-fair-pam-bondi-donald-trump
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/politics/2025/12/16/susie-wiles-interview-vanity-fair-pam-bondi-donald-trump
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/16/trump-susie-wiles-vanity-fair-new-york-times-florida/87790650007/


NBC News: Top takeaways from White House chief of staff Susie Wiles' interviews with 
Vanity Fair 

FlaPol: Susie Wiles slams Vanity Fair ‘hit piece’ 

Democrat: Local Florida agencies seek millions for ICE enforcement gear 

Times: Water pollution puts Floridians at risk of severe health problems 

Sun: University of Florida restarts national search for new president 

WUSF: Florida is trying to halt constitutional challenges to a growth law 

FlaPol: Paul Renner campaign launches ‘Women for Renner Coalition’ with steering 
committee 

WLRN: 'Sadly-timed': New bill would allow professors, TAs to open carry on campus 

WUSF: 'Families deserve to know': District student data can be shared with charter schools, 
per state rule 

Herald: 'A parallel system': Miami-Dade school district to be cut out of decisions about 
charter schools 

FlaPol: Jimmy Patronis backs bill to loosen Clean Water Act regulations 

Democrat: How FSU research is helping Floridians understand the housing shortage 

WLRN: Florida scores a C- on a national gun law report card 

WLRN: After year of layoffs and shutdowns, Everglades National Park gets a new visitor 
center 

WLRN: Broward superintendent recommends seven schools for closure next school year 

Post: DeSantis in Jupiter discusses AI data centers, AI 'Bill of Rights' 

TCPalm: DeSantis' AI skepticism may curb data-center development in Florida 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis calls for better school security spending in his budget 
recommendations 

Democrat: Lawmakers look to expand ‘guardian’ program after FSU, Brown shootings 

The Capitolist: House bill would implement $65,000 minimum teacher salary, long-term pay 
increases 

NBC 6: Florida clarifies new law on license plate frames 

NWF Daily News: Florida county opposes paying people for closing beaches during COVID 
 

 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/top-takeaways-white-house-chief-staff-susie-wiless-interviews-vanity-f-rcna249467
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/top-takeaways-white-house-chief-staff-susie-wiless-interviews-vanity-f-rcna249467
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769960-susie-wiles-slams-vanity-fair-hit-piece/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/17/florida-police-seek-millions-for-ice-immigration-gear/87793586007/
https://www.tampabay.com/investigations/2025/12/17/water-pollution-puts-floridians-risk-severe-health-problems/
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/local/2025/12/16/university-of-florida-relaunches-search-for-next-president/87799382007/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-12-16/florida-is-trying-to-halt-constitutional-challenges-to-a-growth-law
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769996-paul-renner-campaign-launches-women-for-renner-coalition-with-steering-committee/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769996-paul-renner-campaign-launches-women-for-renner-coalition-with-steering-committee/
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-12-16/sadly-timed-new-bill-would-allow-professors-tas-to-open-carry-on-campus
https://www.wusf.org/education/2025-12-16/families-deserve-to-know-district-student-data-can-be-shared-with-charter-schools-per-state-rule
https://www.wusf.org/education/2025-12-16/families-deserve-to-know-district-student-data-can-be-shared-with-charter-schools-per-state-rule
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article313749219.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article313749219.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769772-jimmy-patronis-backs-bill-to-loosen-clean-water-act-regulations/
https://www.fsunews.com/story/news/2025/12/11/how-fsu-research-is-helping-floridians-understand-the-
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-12-15/florida-scores-a-c-on-a-national-gun-law-report-card
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-12-15/everglades-national-park-new-visitor-center
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-12-15/everglades-national-park-new-visitor-center
https://www.wlrn.org/education/2025-12-15/broward-schools-closures-redefining-our-schools
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/2025/12/15/desantis-fau-artificial-intelligence-bill-of-rights-data-center-opposition/87774503007/
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/local/st-lucie-county/2025/12/15/desantis-rallies-against-data-center-development-in-florida/87781119007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769828-gov-desantis-calls-for-better-school-security-spending-in-his-budget-recommendations/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769828-gov-desantis-calls-for-better-school-security-spending-in-his-budget-recommendations/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/15/florida-school-safety-legislature/87774730007/
https://thecapitolist.com/house-bill-would-implement-65000-minimum-teacher-salary-long-term-pay-increases/
https://thecapitolist.com/house-bill-would-implement-65000-minimum-teacher-salary-long-term-pay-increases/
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/florida-clarifies-new-law-on-license-plate-frames/3735511/
https://www.nwfdailynews.com/story/news/coronavirus/2025/12/15/walton-county-doesnt-want-to-pay-people-for-covid-19-beach-closures/87780539007/


January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 

 
The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 
The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It is 
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 
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