
 

 
 

The Briefing –Saturday, November 22, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Saturday, November 15, 2025 

 
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  
 

College Football  
College Football Schedule Week 13, 2025 Regular Season - ESPN 

Florida Teams at Play  
FSU Lost to NC State falling to 5-6 – have to beat the Gators to be bowl eligible!  

U Conn at FAU 
Jacksonville State at FIU 

USF at UAB 
Tennessee at Florida 

FAMU at Bethune-Cookman 
Miami at Virginia Tech  

 
College Basketball Daily Schedule  

 
Small County Coalition Adopts Legislative Priorities for 2026 Session 

 The Small County Coalition - 2026 Legislative Program - Adopted November 2025_.docx 
The members of the Small County Coalition met in Tampa to consider a variety of issues including Property 
Tax proposals and to adopt the 2025 Legislative Program.  The Small County Coalition represents 39 of 
Florida’s 67 counties.  The members are located in 13 of 40 Senate Districts and 24 of 120 House Districts 
.  The Legislative Program is a comprehensive document outlining issues covering multiple areas including 
statements on Rural Renaissance;  Local Authority;  Revenue Capacity;  Increased Funding for Small County 
Road Programs;  Program Funding/Waivers/Special Considerations;  Hurricane Relief;  Water 
Resources;  Digital Infrastructure and Internet Access;  Rural  Economic and Community Development; 
Impact of Significant Events or Natural Disasters.  The Legislative Program will be submitted to members of 
the Legislature for consideration and support.  

***************************************** 
NOTE for School Board Members and Superintendents from Small School Districts 

The Small School District Council Consortium will meet to adopt the SSDCC Legislative Program at a joint 
breakfast meeting with the FSBA Small District Council on Thursday, December 4th at the Tampa Bay Grand 

Hyatt  

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/13/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/schedule
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQD0hU13_9cTRLPw3nldusVxAXmUxQx7MNWXdjauWvPAv3Y?e=shS5er


 SSDCC 2026 Draft Legislative Program - December 2025.docx 
 

Rural Renaissance 2.0 filed for consideration 
Here’s a link to Senate Bill 250 - Rural Renaissance – 

Senator Corey Simon has filed the 2026 version of Senate President Ben Albritton’s Vision for Rural 
Floirda.  Coined the Rural Renaissance by the Senate President – the 138 page bill is a comprehensive piece 
of legislation to  enhance economic development, infrastructure, health care, and education in Florida’s 
rural areas.   
Sen. Corey Simon, a Tallahassee Republican who represents a heavily rural North Florida district, filed the 
bill (SB 250) for consideration during the 2026 legislative session, which will start in January.  

“Quality of life in rural areas can be impacted by access to job opportunities, 
education and health care,” Simon said in a prepared statement. “Rural 
renaissance combines enhancements to the traditional infrastructure for 
schools and hospitals with innovations that drastically expand opportunities 
for education, commerce and health care in rural Florida.” 

Here is a narrative outlining the components of the legislation.  
• Establishes the Office of Rural Prosperity in the Department of Commerce to coordinate rural 

initiatives, administer grants, and offer technical assistance. 
• Revises the threshold defining fiscally constrained counties, increasing from $5 million to $10 

million the amount a mill can raise before the county phases out of certain funding distributions. 
• Creates the Renaissance Grants Program to provide block grants for counties with long-term 

population decline to stimulate growth and economic vitality. 
• Creates the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant Program to fund projects that improve 

public infrastructure through data analytics, connectivity, and automation in rural areas. 
• Directs new allocations and priority funding for roads and bridges in rural areas through the Florida 

Arterial Road Modernization Program, the Small County Road Assistance Program, and related 
initiatives. 

• Adjusts revenue distributions for the half-cent sales tax, communications services tax, and 
documentary stamp tax to dedicate more resources toward rural infrastructure, transportation, and 
county funding. 

• Expands the Florida Small Business Development Center Network’s role in rural service by allocating 
funding to increase consulting and outreach statewide. 

• Modifies matching requirements, approving waivers or reductions for rural local governments 
seeking state or federal grants to reduce financial barriers for projects. 

• Enhances rural health initiatives by creating grants for primary and preventive care sites, increasing 
rural hospital capital funding, and establishing programs to improve emergency medical response, 
obstetrics, and specialty care in rural communities. 

• Expands support for rural schools by adjusting local housing funds, enabling new educator incentive 
programs, and boosting regional consortium service organization resources. 

 
House Property Tax Task Force Move Eight Proposals Forward 

Here is information on the eight proposals moved forward by the House Property Tax Task Force – all 
proposals have additional committees to go through before consideration by the full House and the 
Senate.  A comprehensive staff analysis can be accessed by inserting the bill number on the 

https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQB9tddjhTYsTYltTJOdTT9XAeD5JqsH9LXYnOxjJD_O4RU?e=WEdHuc
https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/bills/2026/pdf/0250.pdf


www.flhouse.gov and going to the Bill Analysis section on the Bill Page.   Additional information is provided 
including videos and revenue impact analyses.  

• Video of post-meeting remarks by Rep. Toby Overdorf regarding actions by the House Property Tax 
Task Force  

• Video of House Property Tax Task Force Meeting - Approving Proposed Property Tax Amendments for 
Consideration by the House of Representatives in the Upcoming Session.  

• Revenue Impact Analysis of the Eight House Proposals  
 

HJR 201 - Elimination of Non-school Property Tax for Homesteads 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 6 of the Florida 
Constitution to create an exemption for the entire assessed value of homestead properties. The 
exemption would apply to all ad valorem taxes other than school taxes. The effect of this would be to create a 
full exemption for homestead properties for taxes levied by counties, cities, or special districts, but would 
not affect property taxes levied by school districts.   The joint resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of 
Article VIII of the Florida Constitution to prohibit local governments from reducing funding for law 
enforcement services below a specified base year. 
Subject to approval by 60 percent of voters during the 2026 general election, the amendment proposed in the 
joint resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. The joint resolution is not subject to the Governor’s veto 
powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the bill to have a zero or 
negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the constitutional 
amendment requires voter approval. If the proposed amendment is approved by the voters, and assuming 
current millage rates, the REC estimated that beginning in FY 2027-28, the amendment will have a 
negative cash impact of $14.1 billion, and a negative recurring impact of $18.3 billion on local non-
school property tax revenues. 
 

HJR 203 - Phased Out Elimination of Non-school Property Tax for Homesteads 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 6 of the Florida 
Constitution to increase the second homestead exemption for ad valorem taxes that currently applies to 
the assessed value of homestead properties between $50,000 and $75,000 (adjusted annually for inflation), 
by adding $100,000 per year to this exemption for ten years. Beginning in 2037, the entire assessed value of 
homestead properties would be exempt from all ad valorem taxes other than school taxes.   The joint 
resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of Article VIII of the Florida Constitution to prohibit local 
governments from reducing funding for law enforcement services below a specified base year.   Subject to 
approval by 60 percent of voters during the 2026 general election, the amendment proposed in the joint 
resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. The joint resolution is not subject to the Governor’s veto 
powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the bill to have a zero or 
negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the constitutional 
amendment requires voter approval. If approved, and assuming current millage rates, the REC estimated 
that the amendment will have a negative cash impact of $4.4 billion, and a negative recurring impact 
of $13.3 billion on local non-school property tax revenues in FY 2027-28. 
 

HJR 205 - Elimination of Non-School Property Tax for Homesteads for Persons Age 65 or Older 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 6 of the Florida 
Constitution to create an exemption for the entire assessed value of homestead properties owned by 

http://www.flhouse.gov/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/11-20-25-press-availability-with-house-select-committee-on-property-taxes-chair-toby-overdorf/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/11-20-25-press-availability-with-house-select-committee-on-property-taxes-chair-toby-overdorf/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/11-20-25-house-select-committee-on-property-taxes/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/11-20-25-house-select-committee-on-property-taxes/
https://www.fl-counties.com/2026-property-tax-tracker/


persons 65 or older for all ad valorem taxes other than school taxes.   The joint resolution also proposes a 
new Section 7 of Article VIII of the Florida Constitution to prohibit local governments from reducing funding 
for law enforcement services below a specified base year.   Subject to approval by 60 percent of voters during 
the 2026 general election, the amendment proposed in the joint resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. 
The joint resolution is not subject to the Governor’s veto powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the bill to have a zero or 
negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the proposed constitutional 
amendment requires voter approval. If the proposed amendment is approved by the voters, and assuming 
current millage rates, the REC estimated that beginning in FY 2027-28, the amendment will have a negative 
cash impact of $5.1 billion, and a negative recurring impact of $6.7 billion on local non-school property tax 
revenues. 
 

HJR 207 - Assessed Home Value Homestead Exemption of Non-school Property Tax 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 6 of the Florida 
Constitution to create an exemption for 25 percent of the assessed value of homestead properties, after the 
two existing twenty-five-thousand-dollar exemptions are applied. The exemption would apply to all ad 
valorem taxes other than school taxes. The effect of this would be to create a new exemption for one-fourth 
of a homestead property’s assessed value, less the existing homestead exemptions, for taxes levied by 
counties, cities, or special districts.    The joint resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of Article VIII of the 
Florida Constitution to prohibit local governments from reducing funding for law enforcement services below 
a specified base year.   Subject to approval by 60 percent of voters during the 2026 general election, the 
amendment proposed in the joint resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. The joint resolution is not 
subject to the Governor’s veto powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the bill to have a zero or 
negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the constitutional 
amendment requires voter approval. If approved, and assuming current millage rates, the REC estimated the 
amendment will have a negative cash impact of $3.5 billion, and a negative recurring impact of $4.6 billion 
on local non-school property tax revenues in FY 2027-28. 
 

HJR 211 - Accrued Save-Our-Homes Property Tax Benefit for Non-school Property Tax 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 4 of the Florida 
Constitution to allow the full amount (instead of the current limit of $500,000) of any accrued Save Our 
Homes benefit (the difference between the assessed value and the just or fair market value of a homestead) 
to transfer to a new home and would remove the requirement that a homeowner’s benefit amount be 
reduced if the owner is downsizing to a smaller home. This change would apply to all ad valorem 
taxes other than school taxes.   The joint resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of Article VIII of the Florida 
Constitution to prohibit local governments from reducing funding for law enforcement services below a 
specified base year.   Subject to approval by 60 percent of voters during the 2026 general election, the 
amendment proposed in the joint resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. The joint resolution is not 
subject to the Governor’s veto powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the bill to have a zero or 
negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the amendment requires voter 
approval. If approved by the voters, and assuming current millage rates, the REC estimated that the 
amendment will have a negative cash impact of $42.7 million, and a negative recurring impact 
of $336.8 million on local non-school property tax revenues in FY 2027-28. 
 



HJR 213 - Modification of Limitations on Property Assessment Increases 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 4 of the Florida 
Constitution to provide that changes in assessments for individual properties will only occur once every three 
years for ad valorem taxes levied by counties, cities, and special districts. Increases in assessments for 
homestead properties will be limited to 3% or the change in inflation over the 3-year period, whichever is 
lower. Increases in assessments of non-homestead property will be limited to 15% every third year, instead 
of 10% each year. This change would apply to all ad valorem taxes other than school taxes.   The joint 
resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of Article VIII of the Florida Constitution to prohibit local 
governments from reducing funding for law enforcement services below a specified base year.   Subject to 
approval by 60 percent of voters during the 2026 general election, the amendment proposed in the joint 
resolution will take effect on January 1, 2027. The joint resolution is not subject to the Governor’s veto 
powers. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated that the bill will have a 
zero or negative indeterminate impact on local government revenues because the constitutional 
amendment requires voter approval. If approved, and assuming current millage rates, the 
REC estimated that the amendment will have a negative cash impact of $1.7 billion, and a negative recurring 
impact of $5.2 billion on local non-school property tax revenues in FY 2027-28. 
 

HB 215 - Ad Valorem Taxation 
Effect Of Bill - The bill allows any accrued Save Our Homes benefit (the difference between the assessed 
value and the just or fair market value of a homestead) held by each spouse to transfer to a new home after 
marriage, up to the existing $500,000 limitation. This change would apply to all ad valorem taxes. 
The bill also provides that a two-thirds vote of the governing body of a county, municipality, or independent 
special district is required to pass any millage rate increase, except where a higher vote threshold is already 
required under current law. 
The bill provides emergency rulemaking authority to the Department of Revenue. 
Except as otherwise provided, the bill is effective January 1, 2027, and first applies to the 2027 ad valorem tax 
roll. 
Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) estimated the changes to transfers 
of Save Our Home benefits in the bill to have a negative cash impact of $44.5 million (-$16.4 million School 
and -$28.1 million Non-School), and a negative recurring impact of $112.6 million (-$41.5 million School and 
-$71.1 million Non-School) on local property tax revenues in FY 2027-28. The REC adopted an impact of $0 
for changes to the vote thresholds for millage rates, as the Conference does not account for future changes 
in the enactment of those taxes in its baseline forecast. 
 

PCS for HJR 209 - Property Insurance Relief Homestead Exemption of Non-school Property Tax 
Effect Of Bill - The joint resolution proposes an amendment to Article VII, Section 6 of the Florida 
Constitution to increase the second homestead exemption that currently applies to the assessed value of 
homestead property between $50,000 and $75,000 (adjusted annually for inflation), for all ad valorem 
taxes other than school taxes by adding $200,000 to that exemption for homestead properties that have 
comprehensive homeowners insurance. 
The joint resolution also proposes a new Section 7 of Article VIII of the Florida Constitution to prohibit local 
governments from reducing funding for law enforcement services below a specified base year.   The 
proposed amendment will go before voters at the 2026 general election, and, if approved, would first apply to 
the 2027 tax roll effective January 1, 2027. 



Fiscal Or Economic Impact - The Revenue Estimating Conference has not estimated the impact of this bill 
on local government revenues. Staff Estimates that the bill will have a zero or negative indeterminate impact 
on local government revenues because the constitutional amendment requires voter approval. If approved 
by the voters, and assuming current millage rates, staff estimates that beginning in FY 2027-28, the 
amendment will have a negative cash impact of $6.6 billion, and a negative recurring impact of $8.6 billion 
on local non-school property tax revenues.  Extraordinary Vote Required for Passage:  The joint resolution 
requires a three-fifths vote of the membership of both houses of the Legislature for final passage. 
 

Rural Renaissance 2.0 filed for consideration 
Here’s a link to Senate Bill 250 - Rural Renaissance – 

Senator Corey Simon has filed the 2026 version of Senate President Ben Albritton’s Vision for Rural 
Floirda.  Coined the Rural Renaissance by the Senate President – the 138 page bill is a comprehensive piece 
of legislation to  enhance economic development, infrastructure, health care, and education in Florida’s 
rural areas.   
Sen. Corey Simon, a Tallahassee Republican who represents a heavily rural North Florida district, filed the 
bill (SB 250) for consideration during the 2026 legislative session, which will start in January.  

“Quality of life in rural areas can be impacted by access to job opportunities, 
education and health care,” Simon said in a prepared statement. “Rural 
renaissance combines enhancements to the traditional infrastructure for 
schools and hospitals with innovations that drastically expand opportunities 
for education, commerce and health care in rural Florida.” 

narrative outlining the components of the legislation.  
• Establishes the Office of Rural Prosperity in the Department of Commerce to coordinate rural 

initiatives, administer grants, and offer technical assistance. 
• Revises the threshold defining fiscally constrained counties, increasing from $5 million to $10 

million the amount a mill can raise before the county phases out of certain funding distributions. 
• Creates the Renaissance Grants Program to provide block grants for counties with long-term 

population decline to stimulate growth and economic vitality. 
• Creates the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant Program to fund projects that improve 

public infrastructure through data analytics, connectivity, and automation in rural areas. 
• Directs new allocations and priority funding for roads and bridges in rural areas through the Florida 

Arterial Road Modernization Program, the Small County Road Assistance Program, and related 
initiatives. 

• Adjusts revenue distributions for the half-cent sales tax, communications services tax, and 
documentary stamp tax to dedicate more resources toward rural infrastructure, transportation, and 
county funding. 

• Expands the Florida Small Business Development Center Network’s role in rural service by allocating 
funding to increase consulting and outreach statewide. 

• Modifies matching requirements, approving waivers or reductions for rural local governments 
seeking state or federal grants to reduce financial barriers for projects. 

• Enhances rural health initiatives by creating grants for primary and preventive care sites, increasing 
rural hospital capital funding, and establishing programs to improve emergency medical response, 
obstetrics, and specialty care in rural communities. 

• Expands support for rural schools by adjusting local housing funds, enabling new educator incentive 
programs, and boosting regional consortium service organization resources. 

https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/bills/2026/pdf/0250.pdf


ON THE DOCKET AROUND THE STATE THIS WEEK! 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2025 

• HUMAN RELATIONS PANEL MEETS -  Monday, 10 a.m.   The Florida Commission on Human Relations 
is scheduled to meet.   Call-in number: 850-270-6017. Code: 796768019 

• TURKEY SAFETY ON TABLE  - Monday, 10:30 a.m.   State Chief Financial Officer Blaise Ingoglia will 
hold a turkey-safety demonstration in Tallahassee and media availability.   Reporters may contact 
Sydney Booker at Sydney.Booker@myfloridacfo.com for information. 

• BEAR HUNT HEARING HELD -  Monday, 2 p.m.   Leon County Circuit Judge Angela Dempsey will hold 
an online hearing in a lawsuit filed by the group Bear Warriors United against the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission over a planned bear hunt in December.   The hearing, which will 
be held on Zoom, is scheduled to be shown on The Florida Channel. https://thefloridachannel.org/ 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2025 
• MIAMI DADE COLLEGE BOARD MEETS -  Tuesday, 8 a.m.   The Miami Dade College Board of Trustees 

will meet.   Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus, 300 N.E. Second Ave., 
Miami. https://www.mdc.edu/livestream 

• QUALIFYING ENDS IN HD 51 -  Tuesday, noon.   A candidate qualifying period will end in a special 
election in Polk County’s House District 51. The special election will be held because Rep. Josie 
Tomkow, R-Polk City, is running in a special election for a Senate seat. 

• HEALTH INSURANCE AT ISSUE -  Tuesday, 4 p.m.   The Florida Health Insurance Advisory Board will 
meet    Call-in number: 1-866-299-7949. Code:1433866 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2025 
• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS  -  Wednesday, 11 a.m.   The Florida Supreme Court is 

expected to release opinions. 
• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2025 
• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2025 
• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 

Tropical Outlook 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/   

mailto:Sydney.Booker@myfloridacfo.com
https://thefloridachannel.org/
https://www.mdc.edu/livestream
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/


 
 
 

Headlines Around the State 
FlaPol: Frank Lago files to succeed Vicki Lopez, lands her endorsement 

NYT: Florida Sheriff’s Deputy Is Killed While Serving Eviction Notice 

Sentinel: Florida DOGE seeks information on every course taught at universities 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis pleads with Donald Trump administration to roll back offshore drilling plan 

FlaPol: James Uthmeier rolls out retail theft task force 

FlaPol: Don Gaetz proposes reforms after audit finds gaps in school choice funding 

FlaPol: Eileen Higgins lands backing from police, firefighters 

Sentinel: UCF lays off 65 employees, most tied to shifting federal priorities, school says 

FlaPol: Victor Torres, others file for new Orange County Commission district 

FlaPol: Randy Maggard bill seeks full state control over water quality and wetlands regulation 

FlaPol: House panel advances property tax proposals as locals warn of service impacts, ratings harm 

FlaPol: Walter Price first to seek HD 55 seat after Kevin Steele announcement 

FlaPol: Florida Republicans protest Donald Trump's proposed potential oil drilling off Florida coast 

Politico: Trump administration proposes opening waters off California and Florida to oil drilling 

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766869-frank-lago-files-to-succeed-vicki-lopez-lands-her-endorsement/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/21/us/florida-deputy-shooting-vero-beach-bermuda-club.html
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/11/21/florida-doge-seeks-information-on-every-course-taught-at-universities/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766850-ron-desantis-drill/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766854-james-uthmeier-rolls-out-retail-theft-task-force/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766902-don-gaetz-proposes-reforms-after-audit-finds-gaps-in-school-choice-funding/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766888-eileen-higgins-lands-backing-from-police-firefighters/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/11/21/ucf-lays-off-65-employees-most-tied-to-shifting-federal-priorities-school-says/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766513-victor-torres-others-file-for-new-orange-county-commission-district/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766664-randy-maggard-bill-seeks-full-state-control-over-water-quality-and-wetlands-regulation/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766803-house-panel-advances-property-tax-proposals-as-locals-warn-of-service-impacts-ratings-harm/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766683-walter-price-first-to-seek-hd-55-after-kevin-steele-announcement/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766765-oil-drill-gop/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/20/trump-administration-california-florida-oil-drilling-00648189


Herald: Florida House moves tax-cut bills forward despite barbs from the left and right 

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis warns about the dangers of artificial intelligence, shows support for rural Florida 

FlaPol: Florida shows drop in new unemployment claims in first report since government shutdown 

FlaPol: Corey Simon files Rural Renaissance bill to invest in Florida's country 

The Hill: GOP senators warn Bondi not to slow-walk release of Epstein files 

WUSF: Environmental groups file a lawsuit to stop the sale of oil and gas leases in the Gulf 

FlaPol: North Florida Land Trust gets $100K in donations amid year-end drive for funds 

Today: What will impact on Floridians be if Affordable Care Act tax credits aren't extended? 

Daily News: As seniors flock to Florida, Social Security money is essential, but will there be enough? 

Sentinel: What Florida homebuyers should know about Trump's 50-year mortgage plan 

WLRN: Florida cities rank high in yearly index for LGBTQ equality 

Democrat: Florida school voucher audit warns of deepening financial chaos 

Times: Key Florida lawmakers float plan to add accountability to school vouchers 

FlaPol: Firefighters fall in behind ‘remarkable advocate’ Blaise Ingoglia in CFO race 

Herald: Miami public school adopts classical education model championed by conservatives 

FlaPol: Karen Rose, Bridget Ziegler back in leadership roles as Sarasota education politics come full circle 

WUSF: Duval DOGE requests documents on Jacksonville telehealth programs 

Times: Concerns over Schools of Hope dominate Hillsborough County school board meeting 

WLRN: Miami-Dade hits pause on evicting Marjory Stoneman Douglas nature center 

 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 

2025 
December 1-5-                   Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 2-5 -                  FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting 
December 4 -                     Small District Breakfast – Fall Meeting 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article312996233.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766646-ron-desantis-warns-about-the-dangers-of-artificial-intelligence-shows-support-for-rural-florida/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766681-florida-shows-drop-in-new-unemployment-claims-in-first-report-since-government-shutdown/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766793-corey-simon-files-rural-renaissance-bill-to-invest-in-floridas-country/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5614039-justice-department-epstein-documents/
https://www.wusf.org/environment/2025-11-20/environmental-groups-file-lawsuit-stop-sale-oil-gas-leases-gulf
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766346-north-florida-land-trust-gets-100k-in-donations-amid-year-end-drive-for-funds/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2025/11/20/expert-weighs-in-on-impact-of-aca-health-insurance-cost-increases/87351667007/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/data/2025/11/20/silver-tsunami-expected-to-bring-more-social-security-money-into-florida/86373566007/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/11/19/what-florida-homebuyers-should-know-about-trumps-50-year-mortgage-plan/
https://www.wlrn.org/americas/2025-11-19/florida-cities-rank-high-in-yearly-index-for-lgbtq-equality
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/11/19/audit-exposes-major-gaps-in-florida-school-choice-oversight/87351086007/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/11/19/key-florida-lawmakers-float-plan-add-accountability-school-vouchers/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766376-firefighters-ingoglia-cfo/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article312919992.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/766433-karen-rose-bridgette-ziegler-back-in-leadership-roles-as-sarasota-education-politics-come-full-circle/
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2025-11-19/duval-county-doge-requests-documents-on-telehealth-programs
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/11/19/concerns-over-schools-hope-dominate-hillsborough-county-school-board-meeting/
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-11-19/marjory-stoneman-douglas-biscaye-nature-center-eviction
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334


About the Briefing 
The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 
The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties 
that are members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council 
Consortium.  It is also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions 
Email –cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 
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