
 

 
How to carve a Turkey?   Here’s how!  

 
 

The Briefing –Tuesday, November 25, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Saturday, November 22 2025 

 
Sad News  

It has come to our to our attention that Walter Wilder – the former Gulf County School 
Superintendent  passed away late last evening.   Mr. Wilder was a fixture in Panhandle 
politics and Florida’s education leadership advocating for small districts and rural 
areas.   Mr. Wilder was comfortable mixing with the political power structure of the day – 
often entertaining with Gene Raffield on the river at their Cabin “Big Ten” on Howard’s 
Creek.   It was not surprising to see Wilder meeting with Governor Lawton Chiles or Senator 
Dempsey Barron about school issues.    Wilder was instrumental in the creation of Sparsity 
funding,  the Regional Consortium Program,  and the Special Facilities Construction 
Account program.   He was also a leading voice for the creation of the Small School District 
Council Consortium – representing School Board members and Superintendents in the 
leadership.    For those of you who knew him and those that didn’t – We owe Walter Wilder 
a deep sense of gratitude for his service and life. More details will be provided as the come 
available.    

 
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  
 

It’s Rivalry Week in College Football  
College Football Schedule Week 14, 2025 Regular Season - ESPN 

Florida Teams at Play  

https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&sca_esv=a52577f178443ecc&q=how+to+carve+a+turkey+for+beginners&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi586TP-o2RAxUtRDABHXFCGJ0QpboHKAR6BAgDEAY&biw=1255&bih=617&dpr=3.06#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:c387db76,vid:939uGzs484M,st:0
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/14/year/2025/seasontype/2


East Carolina at FAU  
FIU at Sam Houston  

Florida State at Florida – Go Noles!  
Rice at USF 

Miami at Pitt 
UCF at BYI 

FAMU at MS Valley 
College Basketball Daily Schedule  

 
The Small School District Council Consortium will meet next Thursday.  The meeting will be 

a joint breakfast with the FSBA Small District Council on Thursday, December 4th at the 
Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay. 14th Floor Skylark Room 

SSDCC 2025- Draft Agenda for FSBA SDC and SSDCC FALL MEETING .docx 
 SSDCC 2026 Draft Legislative Program - December 2025.docx 

In addition to the agenda there will be Drawings for Door Prizes and an SSDCC 
Binder/Padfolio for all members.    

A plated breaksfast  will be served at 7:00am.  
The meeting will be from 7:30-8:30am 

 
Senators File SB 318 to Address Issues with Voucher Programs  

SB 318 - Educational Scholarship Programs – Slink to Senate Bill 318  
by Gaetz  CoSponsors: Burgess , Pizzo , Simon 

Streamlines and expands educational scholarship programs by establishing new funding sources, 
application processes, and accountability measures for private school scholarships and 
enrollment stabilization. 

• Creates a categorical fund under s.1011.687 for the Family Empowerment 
Scholarship Program and ties funding to verified scholarship students’ full-time 
equivalent participation. 

• Establishes an educational enrollment stabilization program under s.1011.689 to 
provide supplemental state funding for school districts and cover excess costs if 
scholarship participation grows beyond appropriations. 

• Renames the Hope Scholarship Program as the Hope Program and standardizes the 
scholarship application process across multiple programs, requiring single 
applications, priority categories, and set approval windows. 

• Revises s.1002.421 to define terms (e.g., approved provider, personalized 
education student), unify scholarship eligibility verification, and set parental 
responsibilities and verification procedures. 

• Modifies s.1002.394 (Family Empowerment Scholarships) and s.1002.395 (Florida 
Tax Credit Scholarships) to align scholarship amounts, payment schedules, and 
uses of funds while consolidating application and renewal procedures. 

• Requires annual audits, data-sharing for background checks, and increased 
oversight of nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations under revised sections, 
including s.1010.305 and s.11.45. 

https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/schedule
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQAV9m_6iUMPSJy-Bg9ctgfhAXC6OdZkt6KPQI91W1p8Gcw?e=u8nFKx
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQB9tddjhTYsTYltTJOdTT9XAeD5JqsH9LXYnOxjJD_O4RU?e=WEdHuc
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/318
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=legislators&b=viewlegislator&id=864
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=legislators&b=viewlegislator&id=755
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=legislators&b=viewlegislator&id=713
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=legislators&b=viewlegislator&id=812


• Removes outdated references, reorganizes cross-references, and consolidates 
various scholarship requirements into a single, cohesive framework for the 2026-
2027 school year and beyond. 

Effective Date: 7/1/2026 
 

Another Round of Legislative Committee Meeting Next Week  
 

Senate Calendar for Committee Meeting - First Week of December  
The Senate has a very limited Schedule – many committees will not meet. However, look at 

the agenda and go to www.flsenate.gov to see the committee agendas for those that are 
meeting.  

 
House of Representative Committee Meeting Calendar for the first week of December  

The House has a limited Schedule as well– many committees will not meet. However, you 
can look at the agenda at the link above and go to www.flhouse.gov  to see the committee 

agendas for those that are meeting.  
 

ITEMS OF NOTE ON THE AGENDA  
Use www.flsenate.gov  to look up Senate Bills  
Use www.flhouse.gov to look up House Bills  

Tuesday 
• House State Affairs will have several property tax proposals on the agenda  
• House Ed Administration have HB 129 on the agenda dealing with Virtual Schools.  
• Senate Ag has two bills on the agenda SB 290 and SB 386. 

Wednesday 
• House Natural Resources has HB 11 – Designation of State Birds  
• House Budget Committee will take up HB 145 dealing with Sovereign Immunity.  
• Senate Finance and Tax will hear about Ad Valorem Valuation and Exemptions  

Thursday 
• House Health and Human Services will take up HB 121 – Nursing Education 

Programs 
• House Student Academic Success Sub will get an overview of Florida School Safety 

Laws 
• House Select Committee on Congressional Redistricting will meet for an overview.  

ON THE DOCKET AROUND THE STATE THIS WEEK! 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2025 

• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS  -  Wednesday, 11 a.m.   The Florida Supreme Court is 
expected to release opinions. 

• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

https://flsenate.gov/Session/Calendar/2026/Interim%20Calendars%202025-11-24%20153112.PDF
http://www.flsenate.gov/
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Interim&CommitteeId=&Session=2026&DocumentType=Interim%20Calendars&FileName=Interim%20Calendar%20for%20Monday,%20December%201,%202025.pdf
http://www.flhouse.gov/
http://www.flsenate.gov/
http://www.flhouse.gov/


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2025 
• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2025 
• STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 

Tropical Outlook 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/   

 
 

Headlines Around the State 
PNJ: Florida's coast, tourism and military at risk under expanded offshore drilling plan 

WLRN: Under Pressure: 15 years after Deepwater Horizon, a look at new technology risks for 
Florida's coast 

Sun-Sentinel: Where New Yorkers and other new Florida arrivals might live — and work — in 
2026 

Floridian: Jared Moskowitz Reintroduces Disaster Insurance Bill Reducing Homeowner 
Premiums 

FlaPol: Ashley Moody, Rick Scott, Jimmy Patronis want Pentagon to reconsider moving forces 
from Hurlburt Field 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/pensacola/2025/11/25/offshore-drilling-in-florida-could-impact-tourism-and-military/87445650007/
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-11-24/under-pressure-15-years-after-deepwater-horizon-a-look-at-new-technology-risks-for-floridas-coast
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-11-24/under-pressure-15-years-after-deepwater-horizon-a-look-at-new-technology-risks-for-floridas-coast
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/11/24/where-new-yorkers-and-other-new-florida-arrivals-might-live-and-work-in-2026/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/11/24/where-new-yorkers-and-other-new-florida-arrivals-might-live-and-work-in-2026/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/11/jared-moskowitz-reintroduces-disaster-insurance-bill-reducing-homeowner-premiums/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/11/jared-moskowitz-reintroduces-disaster-insurance-bill-reducing-homeowner-premiums/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767248-ashley-moody-rick-scott-jimmy-patronis-want-pentagon-to-reconsider-moving-forces-from-hurlburt-field/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767248-ashley-moody-rick-scott-jimmy-patronis-want-pentagon-to-reconsider-moving-forces-from-hurlburt-field/


CBS Miami: South Florida lawmaker pushes bill to exempt seniors from most property taxes 

Democrat: Veteran Tallahassee Democrat reporter, columnist Bill Cotterell dies 

Times: Bill Cotterell, an 'institution' in Florida political coverage, dies 

Democrat: Remembering Bill Cotterell and his legacy in Florida journalism 

WUSF: Judge refuses to halt Florida's bear hunt 

FlaPol: Statewide insurance trust offers millions in tax savings for school districts 

Axios: Charter schools eye space in Tampa Bay public schools 

WLRN: South Florida boaters push back as new mooring law triggers strict enforcement 

News4JAX: Judge allows lawsuit on Florida districts to proceed 

News4JAX: Florida drug deaths drop significantly; Officials credit Narcan funding, recovery 
programs 

Today: FPL's rate increase one of largest in Florida history. What you'll pay 

WUSF: FPL's rates going up for millions of Floridians. Here's what to know 

DBNJ: Here's how much Florida gas prices rose from last week 

WUSF: Bill seeks to improve transparency and efficiency in Florida's school-voucher system 

The Capitolist: Florida Senate Proposes School Choice Funding Overhaul After Audit Raises 
Tracking Concerns 

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis appoints Tom Morgan to Northwest Florida Water Management District 

 

 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 

2025 
December 1-5-                   Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 2-5 -                  FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting 
December 4 -                     Small District Breakfast – Fall Meeting 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 
  
 

https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/south-florida-representative-pushes-bill-to-exempt-seniors-from-most-property-taxes/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/11/24/florida-mourns-journalism-legend-bill-cotterell/87449049007/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/11/24/bill-cotterell-an-institution-florida-political-coverage-dies/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/11/24/tributes-pour-in-for-veteran-tallahassee-reporter-bill-cotterell/87452309007/
https://www.wusf.org/courts-law/2025-11-25/judge-refuses-to-halt-floridas-bear-hunt
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767134-statewide-insurance-trust-offers-millions-in-tax-savings-for-school-districts/
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2025/11/25/florida-schools-of-hope-colocation
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-11-24/south-florida-boaters-push-back-as-new-mooring-law-triggers-strict-enforcement
https://www.news4jax.com/news/politics/2025/11/23/judge-allows-lawsuit-on-florida-districts-to-proceed/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/11/23/florida-drug-deaths-drop-significantly-officials-credit-narcan-funding-recovery-programs/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/11/23/florida-drug-deaths-drop-significantly-officials-credit-narcan-funding-recovery-programs/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/state/2025/11/23/florida-power-light-power-bill-increase/87429979007/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-11-23/fpls-rates-going-up-for-millions-of-floridians-heres-what-to-know
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/local/2025/11/23/florida-gas-prices-rising/87377226007/
https://www.wusf.org/education/2025-11-23/bill-seeks-to-improve-transparency-and-efficiency-in-floridas-school-voucher-system
https://thecapitolist.com/florida-senate-proposes-school-choice-funding-overhaul-after-audit-raises-tracking-concerns/
https://thecapitolist.com/florida-senate-proposes-school-choice-funding-overhaul-after-audit-raises-tracking-concerns/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767065-ron-desantis-appoints-tom-morgan-to-northwest-florida-water-management-district/
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334


  
 
 
 

 
About the Briefing 

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 
cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 

The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties 
that are members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council 
Consortium.  It is also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions 
Email –cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 

  
 
 
 
 

mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/

