You might not care but -
SB 0150 - Designation of the State Birds

SB 150 will designate the American flamingo as the official state bird and the Florida scrub-jay as the official state
songbird;

irovidini that such desiinations suiersede the desiination of the mockinibird as the official state bird.
The Briefing —Tuesday, November 4, 2025

The Last Briefing —Friday, October 31, 2025
Next Briefing will be Friday!

What’s the weather outlook?
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL. — The Weather Channel

College Basketball
Here's the link for Daily Schedule - Starting Tonight

College Football
Rankings from Week 11

Week 11 - College Football Complete Game Schedule
Florida Teams at Play

Thursday
UTSA at USF

Friday
Houston at UCF
Saturday Games
FIU at Middle Tennessee
Tulsa at FAU
Syracuse at Miami
FSU at Clemson
Florida at Kentucky
FAMU at AR — Pine Bluff

REMINDER — IMPORTANT STATEWIDE MEETINGS FOR COUNTIES IS
COMING UP!



https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=bills&b=summary&billid=69231
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/schedule
https://www.espn.com/college-football/rankings
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/10/year/2025/seasontype/2

County Commissioners Make Your Plans to Attend the FAC Legislative
Conference November 19 — 21.
The Small County Coalition is having a lunch meeting on Thursday the 20™.
Legislative Priorities will be discussed and adopted.

THE STATEWIDE MEETING OF SCHOOL OFFICIALS WILL BE HELD IN
DECEMBER 1-4
The Joint meeting of the FSBA Small District Council and the SSDCC will be held
on Thursday morning
Breakfast will be available at 7:00am — the meeting will run from 7:30-8:30.

Of Note

e REDUCING THE NUMBER OF COUNTIES? - Speaker Perez has mentioned the
thought of whether there are too many counties! Nothing has been filed and folks are
already responding!

e ANOTHER CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR - Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings
has made his bid for Florida governor official.
e WILL THE FLAMINGO BECOME THE STATE BIRD? - One bill up today, SB 150 ,

would enshrine the American flamingo as the state bird. The Sunshine State, which is

synonymous with the pink birds despite being represented officially by the Florida scrub-
jay.

e INCREASING THE SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY CAPS MEANS INCREASED COST
OF LIABILITY INSURANCE - HB 145 - Suits Against [.ocal Governments - Sovereign
Immunity is up in House Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee Wednesday morning at

10:00. A coalition of organization is opposing the bill based in cost and local authority.

Items of Significance in Committee Today and Tomorrow

Tuesday
e 1:30 - House Ag and NR — will receive presentation on Everglades Restoration and

Water Resources

e 3:30 — Senate Community Affairs — Presentations from Dept of Commerce and Division
of Emergency Management

e 3:30 — Senate Education PreK-12 — Presentation by FHSAA — and the Florida Coaches
Coalition.

e 3:30 — Senate Environment and NR — Presentation on sale/exchange of conservation
lands


https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-11-04/could-florida-lose-some-of-its-67-counties
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-11-04/could-florida-lose-some-of-its-67-counties
https://url8086.email.politicopro.com/ss/c/u001.lWesBdxv006jasBZWiiGk9P_ybPe2CGyS-6CLrg5BxYWkXV4TejjmX9mNkoHKTH4Up8g5GarXgQB4d1ZCqnQOqk6d7y84naTNMKIlO1iiZdeCZTEEneVRiSi6D3AI5BCoST5FQsow33O-bbSFi9SCAggk7DqIWbL50Wq9XMNamObKh82p4yfnFf3RQohOpyW/4lb/VG-eHwnRS-6tSHau2bvJdw/h9/h001.4hLAl-xTiXOGo7ir_yeR0pJ6N6rdJJ1EAYdWTsf9Mv4
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/150
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/145
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/145

e 4:30 — House Health and Human Services — Briefing on federal Rural Hospital
Transformation Program by ACHA.

Wednesday
e 8:30 — House Ed and Employment — Consideration of HB 121 — Nursing Education

e 8:30 — House Judiciary — Consideration of HB 167 re: Former Phosphate Mining Lands
e 10:00 — House Civil Justice and Claims — Consideration of HB 0145 — Sovereign

Immunity

e 1:30 — House Industries and Professional Activities Sub — Consideration of HB 197 — E-
Verify

e 2:30 — Senate Finance and Tax — Discussion of Ad Valorem Millage and Update on
General Revenue

e 3:30 — House NR and Disasters Sub — Presentation on Water Quality and Resilience

e 3:30 — House PreK-12 — Budget Committee - Update on the Resolution of Outstanding
Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget Issues; Update on the Release of the 2nd Quarter
Scholarship Payment; and Presentation on the Reimbursement Process and Use of the
Marketplace

348 Bills have been filed for Consideration in the 2026 Session
&) Bills filed for consideration during the 2026 Legislative Session - Nov 4 - 2025.docx
Ordered by Bill Number
Bill numbers are active links to bill text and other information

You can word search to find a bill by topic or key word!
The listing below provides a briefing narrative and active links to additional information
on individual bills filed

Here is the link to the House and Senate Calendars for Next Week Committee Meetings
Calendar for House Committee Meetings
Calendar for Senate Committee Meetings

Tropical Outlook
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/



https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/EYDvV-nrfFVCrKz_h94e1PcB5MlYEy3KUNKDuwz379IQLA?e=ViOofg
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Interim&CommitteeId=&Session=2026&DocumentType=Interim%20Calendars&FileName=Interim%20Calendar%20for%20Thursday,%20November%206,%202025.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Calendar/2026/Interim%20Calendars%202025-10-27%20152457.PDF
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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Qrovng Seven-Day Graphical Tropical Weather Outlook
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No Disturbances

Tropical cyclone activity is not expected
during the next 7 days.
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Current Disturbances and Seven-Day Cyclone Formation Chance: $% <40% $2 40-60% 3 =>60%
Tropical or Sub-Tropical Cyclone: O Depression © Storm @ Hurricane
® Post-Tropical Cyclone or Remnants

FlaPol: Rick Scott, Ashley Moody seek federal ban on drilling off Gulf, Atlantic coasts

Floridian: Jimmy Patronis Introduces Bill Prioritizing Critical Infrastructure Projects

Sentinel: 'Cancer is not red or blue': Florida Democrats spotlight human toll of rising insurance costs

FlaPol: Donald Trump praises Vern Buchanan as ‘fantastic advocate’ in re-election endorsement

FlaPol: Donald Trump endorses Gus Bilirakis for the fourth time

Axios: Care quality drops as investors buy up Florida nursing homes, report finds

Democrat: Prominent figure in politics turns down FAMU President Johnson's chief of staff offer

WUSF: Tampa Bay area residents navigate the growing cost of living during the government shutdown

Axios: 1 in 4 Florida waterways dangerously polluted, report finds

Democrat: FSU, FAMU face challenges as government shutdown continues. Here’s how they’re coping

Democrat: Where do Tallahassee schools fall on U.S. News K-8 rankings?

FlaPol: Eileen Stuart, David Childs, Andrew Liebert join Ballard Partners' Tallahassee, D.C. offices

WUSF: Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings enters Florida governor's race

Times: Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings has filed to run for governor. Who is he?

Times: David Jolly has little cash in his run for governor. He's not worried.



https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763725-rick-scott-ashley-moody-seek-federal-ban-on-drilling-off-gulf-atlantic-coasts/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/11/jimmy-patronis-introduces-bill-prioritizing-critical-infrastructure-projects/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/11/03/cancer-is-not-red-or-blue-florida-democrats-spotlight-human-toll-of-rising-insurance-costs/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763649-donald-trump-praises-vern-buchanan-as-fantastic-advocate-in-re-election-endorsement/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763659-donald-trump-endorses-gus-bilirakis-for-the-fourth-time/
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2025/11/04/private-equity-investors-florida-nursing-homes-aarp
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/famu-news/2025/11/04/vince-evans-declines-famu-chief-of-staff-offer-by-marva-johnson/87070650007/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-11-04/government-shutdown-tampa-bay-area-residents-navigate-growing-cost-of-living
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2025/11/03/florida-water-pollution-tampa-bay-times
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/11/03/fsu-and-famu-face-challenges-as-government-shutdown-reaches-month-mark/87007523007/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/education/2025/11/04/leon-county-schools-in-florida-best-k-8-schools-us-news-world-report-fsus-gilchrist-hawks-rise/87006616007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763634-eileen-stuart-david-childs-andrew-liebert-join-ballard-partners-tallahassee-d-c-offices/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-11-03/orange-county-mayor-jerry-demings-enters-florida-governors-race
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/11/03/demings-governor-election-2026-democrat-orange/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/11/03/jolly-donalds-trump-desantis-demings-2026-governor-fundraising/

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis rules out state-level SNAP program

My News 13: Local organizations demand emergency funding for Florida SNAP recipients
WLRN: Could Florida lose some of its 67 counties?

Democrat: It's gun rights vs. public safety as 2026 Florida legislative session approaches

My News 13: Florida bill would require public school students to be 'proficient’ in cursive writing by the end of
Sth grade

Times: Florida politicians call for action after Times report on deadly road contractor

The Capitolist: Latest State Farm rate cut has reduced Florida premiums by $1B

FlaPol: Bridget and Christian Ziegler sue Sarasota, 2 detectives over ‘egregious violations’ of their rights

WUSF: Confirmation of Moez Limayem as next USF president is pushed back

WLRN: How one South Florida teen continues her fight against banned books and censorship

Times: Want to invest in Tropicana Field? New real estate fund could make it possible

Ledger: Lakeland will seek $4M in state funding for septic-to-sewer, flood control, and radios

Legislative Local Appropriation Projects Forms and Information
Senate Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information
2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Request Form [PD F
2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Requests
Prior Years Local Funding Initiative Requests
House Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information
Appropriations Project Request Fillable Form (Fiscal Year 2026-2027)
Appropriations Project Request Form Guidance
Attestation Form

2026 AiﬁmEriations Proi'ect Reiuests

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26

2025
November 3-7- Legislative Committee Meetings
November 17-21— Legislative Committee Meetings
November 20 - Small County Coalition Legislative Meeting - Tampa
November 19-21 - FAC Legislative Conference — Tampa
November 19-21- Annual Rural Economic Development Summit -
December 1-5- Legislative Committee Meetings
December 2-5 - FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting
December 4 - Small District Breakfast — Fall Meeting
December 8-12- Legislative Committee Meetings
December 15 - Delegation Hearing - Hernando County

2026
January 13 - 2026 Regular Session Begins
January 20 - Small County Coalition Legislative Reception
January 21 - FAC County Legislative Days
January 21-22 - Rural Counties Day 2026
January 28 - Small District Legislative Briefing
January 28-29 - FSBA Day in the Legislature

March 13 - Regular Session Ends


https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763524-ron-desantis-rules-out-state-level-snap-program/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/11/04/every-little-bit-helps---local-organizations-demand-emergency-funding-for-florida-snap-recipients
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-11-04/could-florida-lose-some-of-its-67-counties
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/11/04/gun-bills-await-a-reluctant-florida-legislature/86749900007/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/11/03/florida-bill-would-require-public-schools-to-teach-cursive-writing-to-elementary-students
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/11/03/florida-bill-would-require-public-schools-to-teach-cursive-writing-to-elementary-students
https://www.tampabay.com/investigations/2025/11/03/florida-contractor-archer-western-desantis-luna-bilirakis-castor-road/
https://thecapitolist.com/latest-state-farm-rate-cut-has-reduced-florida-premiums-by-1b/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/763579-bridget-and-christian-ziegler-sue-sarasota-2-detectives-over-egregious-violations-of-their-rights/
https://www.wusf.org/university-beat/2025-11-03/confirmation-moez-limayem-next-usf-president-pushed-back
https://www.wlrn.org/education/2025-11-03/how-one-south-florida-teen-continues-her-fight-against-banned-books-and-censorship
https://www.tampabay.com/news/real-estate/2025/11/03/cathie-woods-ark-invest-tropicana-field/
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/11/04/lakeland-will-ask-state-for-help-with-sewer-conversions-radios-and-drainage/87069753007/
https://flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Session/Appropriations/Links/LocalFundingInitiativeRequestForm_2026_27.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2026-27/LocalFundingRequests
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2025-26/LocalFundingRequests
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Fillable%20Form%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Form%20Guidance%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/Attestation%20%E2%80%93%20Appropriations%20Project%20Request.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/AppropriationProjectRequests/2026
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334

June 10-12 - FSBA Summer Meeting

June 11- Small District Breakfast — Summer Meeting
June 23-26 FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando
June 24 Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando

About the Briefing
The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com

The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium. It is
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates. For Questions Email —
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com

If you want to see all of the latest briefings — you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or

www.ssdec.org and click on the red [ ifoutton



mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/

