
 

 
 

The Briefing –Friday, October 10, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

 
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  
 

College Football Week  
College Football Schedule Week 7, 2025 Regular Season - ESPN 

Florida Teams in Action  
#24 USF plays at North Texas tonight on ESPN2 

#25 Florida State hosts Pitt – Go Noles!  
Florida Atlantic hosts UAB 

Unranked Florida plays at #5Texas A&M – Go Gators!  
UCF at Cincinnati 

 
Week Two of Legislative Committee to Convene Next Week 

House of Representatives Calendar for October 13 -15 
Senate Calendar for Committee Meetings - October 13-16 

 
 

Joint Legislative Auditing Committee To Consider Actions to Address Audit Findings  
The Monday, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee is expected to consider taking action against 

educational and local governmental entities that have failed to take full corrective action in 
response to repeat audit findings, pursuant to ss. 11.45(7)(j) and 218.39(8), F.S. 

Link to Joint Legislative Audit Committee Meeting Packet - Monday - October 13 
 
 

Local Government Financial Reporting Deadline Looms   
October 15 Deadline Looms for Submitting Statutory Reporting Requirement 

Forty-seven of 66 counties (i.e., 71%) and 312 of 411 municipalities (i.e., 76%) have NOT yet 
reported.   

The statutory reporting deadline is one week from today – October 15, 2025. 
Here is a link to the list of county and municipal non-responders. 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/7/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/docs/2025/10/8/136519__9_house_interim_agenda_calendar_october_15_2025.pdf
https://static-s3.lobbytools.com/docs/2025/10/6/136488_senate_interim_agenda_calendar_october_13_17_2025.pdf
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/Data/Committees/Joint/JCLA/Meetingpackets/101325.pdf


2025 Reporting Cycle - Local Govt Non-Responders as of 100825 (002).pdf 
The relevant forms and instructions for completing this reporting requirement are posted on the 
following EDR webpage.  https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/local-govt-
instructions/index.cfm 
 

This Week in Tally 
House and Senate Committee Meetings Addressed a Broad Range of Issues 

During Week 1 of Legislative Committee meetings – House and Senate members meet primarily 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week to hear agency presentations and updates on issues that 
may be on the docket during the coming session.   During the week, several areas if importance 
to small counties and school districts were discussed.    
 
Issues impacting counties –  

• Land buying programs and the Payment In Lieu of Taxes program – In the Senate 
Agriculture Committee - Senator Grall and others raised the question of funding for PILT 
and the impact of the land buying programs in small counties.     

• Offsetting the Impact of the proposed constitutional amendment providing property 
tax exemption of Tangible Personal Property relating to Agricultural equipment. – 
During the week there were several discussions regarding Implementation legislation to 
go along with the TPP exemption for ag. equipment.    A bill will be proposed in the 
House and Senate that will “Offset” the impact of the amendment in Fiscally Constrained 
Counties.     

• Broadband in Rural, Unserved, and Underserved Communities – the House 
Economic Infrastructure Subcommittee received presentations on the status of Broadband 
expansion in throughout the state.   Clearly focused on rural areas, the Department of 
Commerce reviewed current programs, the impact of broadband on Florida’s Rural 
Communities, and the new program funding community service providers for the cost of 
Utility Relocation.    A panel of industry representatives presented to the committee and 
outlined their current practices.  Rep. Gallop Franklin raised the importance of the Local 
Technology Planning Teams (LTPT’s) and the utilization of the expertise of the LTPT’s 
in planning and reviewing expansion plans proposed to the Office of Broadband in the 
application review process.     

• Term Limits for County Commissioners and School Board members – HB 27 has 
been filed by Rep. Holcomb proposing a constitutional amendment to establish 12-year 
term limits.  As filed, the proposal counts time currently served against the 12-year term 
limit. Concerns regarding the proposal counting current time served against the term limit 
were expressed as was the amendment proposed for a statewide ballot.  It is 
recommended that any mandate for a term limit should be decided by a vote in each 
county for their county officials and not a statewide ballot.   Stay tuned!  

Issues relating to Education – 
• Tracking Students and Scholarship Funding -  the House PreK-12 Budget 

Subcommittee drilled into the impact and implementation of the State’s 
Voucher/Scholarship Programs.  Principally focused on how the tracking of scholarship 
funds to ensure the funding goes to where the student is receiving instruction.   The 
conversation cross-checking payment files prior to the release of funds; the issue of back-
payments for certain scholarship students; data sources for reporting scholarship FTE in 

https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/local-govt-instructions/index.cfm
https://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/local-govt-instructions/index.cfm


the FEFP; and making corrective adjustments where concerns were expressed.  It is 
anticipated that legislation will be filed in both the House and the Senate making changes 
to have funds go where the student is receiving instruction.    

 
House  and Senate Select Leaders to follow Speaker Perez and President Albritton 

 
Representative Garrison Formally Elect Speaker-Designate for the 26-28 term. 

Rep. Sam Garrison (R-Fleming Island) was formally elected to serve as Florida's next Speaker of 
the House for the 2026-2028.  Garrison is chairman of the House Rules & Ethics 
Committee.  Garrison promised to stay focused on issues affecting everyday Floridians, 
including healthcare, criminal justice, and hurricane preparedness.  The Florida Legislative 
session begins on Jan. 13. Garrison will succeed House Speaker Daniel Perez, R-
Miami.   Speaker Perez continues to be the Speaker through the 25-26 Year.   
 

Senator Boyd to follow President Albritton as next President. 
Senate Republicans on Tuesday will formally designate Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton, to become 
Senate president after the 2026 elections. Boyd will succeed Senate President Ben Albritton, R-
Wauchula.  Boyd currently serves as Senate majority leader. 

A Complete Docket This Week  
 
 
 
  
 
  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY  -   Monday, 3:30 p.m.    The Joint Legislative Auditing 
Committee will receive presentations from the governor’s office and the Department of Financial 
Services about financial-transparency issues.   Location:   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

— Also: 
• TAMPA BAY ISSUES -  Monday, 10 a.m.    The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council will 

meet.   Location:   4000 Gateway Centre Blvd., Suite 100, Pinellas 
Park. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83561802403?pwd=VKDdPUuZJC tKJdnsNyb23XZmxvhtOa.1. 
Meeting ID: 83561802403. Code: 030232 

• EASTERN FLORIDA COLLEGE BOARD  -   Monday, 10:30 a.m.    The Eastern Florida State 
College Board of Trustees will meet.   Location:   Eastern Florida State College, 3865 North 
Wickham Road, Melbourne. 

• MEDICAID REDETERMINATION  -   Monday, 1 p.m.    The Florida Agency for Health Care 
Administration will hold a meeting about a proposal to exempt permanently disabled people from 
a required 12-month redetermination requirement in the Medicaid program.   Location:   Zora 
Neale Hurston State Building, 400 West Robinson St., North Tower, Room N109, Orlando. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• DRONES -  Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.    The House Security & Threat Assessment Committee will hold 
closed-door briefings on drones.   Location:   12 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• STATE VEHICLES  -   Tuesday, 9 a.m.    The Senate Governmental Oversight and 
Accountability Committee will review the Department of Management Services’ response to an 
audit about fleet management.   Location:   110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83561802403?pwd=VKDdPUuZJC


• VETERANS, EMERGENCY ISSUES -  Tuesday, 9 a.m.    The Senate Military and Veterans 
Affairs, Space and Domestic Security Committee will receive presentations from the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs and the Division of Emergency Management.   Location:   301 Senate Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• INVASIVE SPECIES, MANATEES -  Tuesday, 11 a.m.    The House Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Budget Subcommittee will receive presentations from the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission about issues related to invasive species and manatees.   Location:   314 
House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• HIRING AND RETAINING WORKERS -  Tuesday, 11 a.m.    The House Careers & Workforce 
Subcommittee will hold a panel discussion with employers about hiring and retaining 
workers.   Location:   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• BOYD PRESIDENCY -  Tuesday, 2 p.m.    The Florida Senate’s Republican Caucus will 
formally select Sen. Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton, to serve as Senate president for a two-year term that 
will start after the November 2026 elections.   Location:   Senate chamber, the Capitol. 

• MILITARY FAMILIES  -   Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.    The House Education Administration 
Subcommittee will discuss issues related to students from military families.   Location:   Reed 
Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• HEALTH INSURANCE -  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.    The House Health Care Facilities & Systems 
Subcommittee will receive a briefing from the Office of Insurance Regulation about the health-
insurance market and the expiration of federal Affordable Care Act premium tax 
credits.   Location:   404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AUDITOR GENERAL, DBPR -  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.    The House State Administration Budget 
Subcommittee will receive presentations from the auditor general’s office and the Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation.   Location:   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

— Also: 
• ELECTION RESULTS CERTIFIED -  Tuesday, 8 a.m.    The state Elections Canvassing 

Commission will certify the results of Sept. 30 special Republican primary elections in Senate 
District 11 and House District 90. Former Rep. Ralph Massullo, R-Lecanto, won the Senate 
primary, while Maria Zack won the House primary.   Location:   R.A. Gray Building, 500 South 
Bronough St., Tallahassee. 

• SUWANNEE WATER BOARD  -   Tuesday, 9 a.m.    The Suwannee River Water Management 
District Governing Board will meet.   Location:   Suwannee River Water Management District, 
9225 County Road 49, Live Oak. 

• POLK STATE TRUSTEES -  Tuesday, 9 a.m.    The Polk State College Board of Trustees will 
hold a retreat.   Location:   Polk State Advanced Technology Center, 310 Technology Dr., 
Bartow. 

• ST. JOHNS WATER BOARD  -   Tuesday, 10 a.m.    The St. Johns River Water Management 
District Governing Board will meet.   Location:   St. Johns River Water Management District, 
4049 Reid St., Palatka. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• LAWMAKERS VISIT FDLE -  Wednesday, 8 a.m.    The House Criminal Justice Subcommittee 
will visit the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 



•    Location:   Lawmakers will meet in 404 House Office Building before leaving the Capitol. 
• COMMUNITY BASED CARE -  Wednesday, 8 a.m.    The House Health Care Budget 

Subcommittee will receive a presentation from the Department of Children and Families related 
to funding for the community-based care program.   Location:   314 House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICTS -  Wednesday, 9 a.m.    The House Intergovernmental 
Affairs Subcommittee will hold a panel discussion about county commission 
districting.   Location:   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CORRECTIONS, COURTS BUDGETS  -   Wednesday, 11 a.m.    The Senate Criminal and Civil 
Justice Appropriations Committee will receive presentations on budget requests by the 
Department of Corrections, the state court system and the attorney general’s 
office.   Location:   37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• UNIVERSITY SYSTEM BUDGET -  Wednesday, 11 a.m.    The Senate Higher Education 
Appropriations Committee will discuss the state university system’s budget 
request.   Location:   401 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• MED MAL BILL -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.    The House Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee 
will take up a bill (HB 6003), filed by Rep. Dana Trabulsy, R-Fort Pierce, that would help clear 
the way for some people to pursue medical-malpractice lawsuits over the deaths of family 
members. The proposal would repeal a 1990 law that prevents people ages 25 and older from 
seeking what are known as “non-economic” damages in medical-malpractice cases involving 
deaths of their parents. Also, under the law, parents cannot seek such damages in malpractice 
cases involving the deaths of their children who are 25 or older.   Location:   404 House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• MEDICAL MARIJUANA -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.    The House Health Professions & 
Programs Subcommittee will receive a briefing from the Florida Department of Health about the 
state medical marijuana program.   Location:   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• ‘CAT FUND’ -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.    The House Insurance & Banking Subcommittee will 
receive presentations about the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund and the My Safe Florida 
Home program.   Location:   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AI IN EDUCATION -  Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.    The Senate Education Pre-K-12 Committee will 
hold a discussion about artificial intelligence in the education system.   Location:   412 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• LAKE OKEECHOBEE -  Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.    The Senate Environment and Natural 
Resources Committee will receive presentations about the ecological health of Lake 
Okeechobee.   Location:   110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• WORKFORCE PROGRAMS -  Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.    The House Higher Education Budget 
Subcommittee will receive an overview about funding for workforce-development education 
programs.   Location:   Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• APD -  Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.    The House Human Services Committee will have an appearance 
by Bob Asztalos, the new director of the Agency for Persons with Disabilities.   Location:   314 
House Office Building, the Capitol. 



• VOUCHER ISSUES -  Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.    The House PreK-12 Budget Subcommittee will 
discuss school-voucher program issues.   Location:   Morris Hall, House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• DEGREES, EMPLOYMENT  -   Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.    The Senate Education Postsecondary 
Committee will receive presentations about connecting university and college bachelor’s degrees 
to employment.   Location:   301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• ETHICS RECOMMENDATIONS -  Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.    The Senate Ethics and Elections 
Committee will receive a presentation about the Commission on Ethics’ legislative 
recommendations for 2026.   Location:   37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• GRANT PROGRAM  -   Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.    The House Justice Budget Subcommittee will 
receive an update about the Local Law Enforcement Immigration Grant 
Program.   Location:   314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• TEACHER CERTIFICATION -  Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.    The House Student Academic Success 
Subcommittee will receive an overview of teacher certification requirements.   Location:   Reed 
Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• PAROLE CASES -  Wednesday, 9 a.m.    The Florida Commission on Offender Review will 

meet.   Location:   Florida Commission on Offender Review, 4070 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee. 
Call-in number: 1-877-309-2073. Code: 337350165 

• UNEMPLOYMENT APPEALS -  Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.    The state Reemployment Assistance 
Appeals Commission is scheduled to meet.   Location:   Reemployment Assistance Appeals 
Commission, 1211 Governors Square Blvd., Suite 300, Tallahassee. Call-in number: 850-988-
5144. Code: 282335254. 

• ST. JOHNS COLLEGE BOARD  -   Wednesday, 2 p.m.    The St. Johns River State College 
Board of Trustees will meet.   Location:   St. Johns River State College, Thrasher-Horne Center, 
283 College Dr., Orange Park. 

• LAKE-SUMTER COLLEGE BOARD  -   Wednesday, 5 p.m.    The Lake-Sumter State College 
Board of Trustees will meet.   Location:   Lake-Sumter State College, Clark Maxwell Building, 
1423 County Road 526A, Sumterville. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025 
• PHARMACY BOARD  -   Thursday, 8:30 a.m.    The Florida Board of Pharmacy will 

meet.   Location:   Holiday Inn Tallahassee East Capitol-Universities, 2003 Apalachee Parkway, 
Tallahassee. 

• GAMBLING ISSUES  -  Thursday, 9:30 a.m.    The Florida Gaming Control Commission will 
meet.   Location:   Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee. 

• VALENCIA COLLEGE BOARD  -   Thursday, 9:30 a.m.    The Valencia College Board of 
Trustees will meet.   Location:   Valencia College, Osceola Campus, 1800 Denn John Lane, 
Kissimmee. 

• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS -  Thursday, 11 a.m.    The Florida Supreme Court 
is scheduled to release opinions. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025 
• RESPIRATORY CARE  -   Friday, 8:30 a.m.    The Florida Board of Respiratory Care will 

meet.   Location:   Call-in number: 1-866-899-4679. Code: 482027485 



• SPEECH-LANGUAGE BOARD  -   Friday, 9 a.m.    The Florida Board of Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology will meet.   Location:   Call-in number: 1-571-317-3116. Code: 
216185421 

• JOBLESS REPORT  -   Friday, 10 a.m.    The Florida Department of Commerce is scheduled to 
release a September unemployment report. 

• JUDICIAL CANDIDATES  -   Friday, 12:45 p.m.    The 7th Circuit Judicial Nominating 
Commission will interview candidates for two circuit-court judgeships. Applicants scheduled to 
be interviewed are Kaitylyn Mairs Payne, Joshua Andrew Beard, Constance Daniels, Christopher 
M. DelBene, Allison Almira Hughes, Kenneth Mark Johnson, Carleen Ashby Leffler, Hugh 
Daniel McKillop, Hunter Blaze Morrill, Stacey Lee Myers, JoAnna Piscitello Pang, Ann 
Muenzmay Phillips, Jeanne Stratis, Frank Merrill Talbot II, Therese Misita Truelove, William 
Scott Westbrook, Cyrus Patrick Zomorodian and Katherine Hurst Miller.   Location:   Richard O. 
Watson Judicial Center, Courtroom Annex, 4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine. 

 
Tropical Outlook 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/   

 
 

Headlines Around the State 
Times: Florida real estate could take a hit during government shutdown 

NWF Daily News: Florida DOGE tour serves up fiery rhetoric for CFO, but few specifics 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/2025/10/09/fl-shutdown-home-sales-flood-insurance-nfip/
https://www.nwfdailynews.com/story/news/local/state/2025/10/10/florida-doge-tour-driven-by-simple-math-fiery-talk-few-specifics/86581508007/


Times: Miami charter school group seeking foothold in dozens of Tampa Bay schools 

Floridian: Aaron Bean Cosponsors Bill to pay DHS Personnel During Shutdowns 

Floridian: Randy Fine Calls for Repealing the 22nd Amendment 

Times-Union: Ex-teachers union president faces up to 70-year sentence after guilty plea 

News-Press: Police visit over 'You lack values' postcard sparks First Amendment debate 

Gainesville Sun: Government shutdown divides Florida GOP, but we're all in on Trump library: IFP Podcast 

FlaPol: History, philosophy and policy: Sam Garrison's designation speech sets an ambitious course 

FlaPol: Paul Renner reports raising $3.7 million for 2026 Governor's race 

FlaPol: Jimmy Patronis urges Florida bankers to be fair to service members, government employees during 
federal shutdown 

The Hill: Luna formally nominates Trump for Nobel Peace Prize 

News4JAX: Shirts worn by DCPS board members at recent meeting reading ‘this is the turning point’ spark 
parental outrage 

WLRN: PortMiami faces crisis after fuel facility was sold to investment firm 

Herald: 'A new era.' Miami-Dade to have the first electric rapid bus system in the U.S. 

Florida Phoenix: Could Clearwater become the first Florida city in 20 years to run its own power utility? 

FlaPol: FloridaCommerce: Victims of 2023-24 storms can apply for long-term federal recovery funding 

FlaPol: Donald Trump's Big Beautiful Bill means $3.8B cut to Florida health care system 

Herald: Deep in the Glades, this farm grows artisanal oysters. Can they revive an industry? 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis wants fix to ‘flawed census’ he says shorted Florida congressional representation 

CBS Miami: Trump endorses Uthmeier for Florida attorney general, signals strong support for 2026 election 

Yahoo News: Judge rejects Florida bid to dismiss social media lawsuit 

Democrat: Judge Joshua Hawkes temporarily joins Trump immigration crackdown 

WUSF: Florida's agriculture industry could suffer if H-2A workers are too hesitant to come 

CBS Miami: Florida's new growth law draws another legal challenge 

Democrat: Second lawsuit targets Florida land planning law 

FlaPol: Donald Trump’s ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ means $3.8B cut to Florida health care system 

Times: ‘Second Amendment auditors’ walking Florida roads with AR-15 and body armor 

FlaPol: State reveals how many kids lost health coverage after being unable to do so in Senate committee 

Gulf Coast News: Protesters support Lee County teachers as superintendent recommends firing for Charlie Kirk 
posts 

TCPalm: Martin County School Board takes action on teacher who posted about Charlie Kirk's death 

WUSF: Here are 5 key questions the new Rays owners addressed for fans 

News4JAX: Publix to allow open carry in its Florida stores, company says 

FlaPol: UWF wins record $9.6M grant to expand cybersecurity workforce 

https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/10/09/florida-charter-schools-of-hope-mater-academy/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/10/aaron-bean-cosponsors-bill-to-pay-dhs-personnel-during-shutdowns/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/10/randy-fine-calls-for-repealing-the-22nd-amendment/
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/education/2025/10/09/ex-dtu-president-terrie-brady-admits-fleecing-union-in-2-6m-fraud-case/86587662007/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/local/state/2025/10/10/police-visit-over-postcard-to-florida-cfo-alarms-free-speech-experts/86601276007/
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/politics/2025/10/09/federal-shutdown-splits-state-gop-but-were-all-in-on-trump-library/86609778007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759981-history-philosophy-and-policy-sam-garrisons-designation-speech-sets-an-ambitious-course/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759979-paul-renner-reports-raising-3-7-million-for-2026-governors-race/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759962-jimmy-patronis-urges-florida-bankers-to-be-fair-to-service-members-government-employees-during-federal-shutdown/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759962-jimmy-patronis-urges-florida-bankers-to-be-fair-to-service-members-government-employees-during-federal-shutdown/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5547437-luna-endorses-trump-nobel/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/10/10/shirts-worn-by-dcps-board-members-at-recent-meeting-reading-this-is-the-turning-point-spark-parental-outrage/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/10/10/shirts-worn-by-dcps-board-members-at-recent-meeting-reading-this-is-the-turning-point-spark-parental-outrage/
https://www.wlrn.org/business/2025-10-09/portmiami-fuel-crisis-sale
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article312444028.html
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/10/10/could-clearwater-become-the-first-florida-city-in-20-years-to-run-its-own-power-utility/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760034-floridacommerce-victims-of-2023-24-storms-can-apply-for-long-term-federal-recovery-funding/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759859-donald-trumps-big-beautiful-bill-means-3-8b-cut-to-florida-health-care-system/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/climate-change/article312025505.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759935-desantis-census-fix/
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/trump-endorses-uthmeier-for-florida-attorney-general-signals-strong-support-for-2026-election/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/judge-rejects-florida-bid-dismiss-193558533.html
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/10/09/leon-circuit-judge-joshua-hawkes-deployed-by-navy-to-serve-as-temporary-immigration-judge/86589835007/
https://www.wusf.org/economy-business/2025-10-09/florida-agriculture-industry-could-suffer-h2a-workers-hesitant
https://www.wusf.org/courts-law/2025-10-09/floridas-new-growth-law-draws-another-legal-challenge
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/10/08/florida-growth-law-faces-new-legal-challenge/86581421007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759859-donald-trumps-big-beautiful-bill-means-3-8b-cut-to-florida-health-care-system/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida/2025/10/08/2nd-amendment-auditors-florida-ar15-body-armor/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759781-state-reveals-how-many-kids-lost-health-coverage-after-being-unable-to-do-so-in-senate-committee/
https://www.gulfcoastnewsnow.com/article/lee-county-protest-teacher-fire-charlie-kirk/68889498
https://www.gulfcoastnewsnow.com/article/lee-county-protest-teacher-fire-charlie-kirk/68889498
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/education/martin-county-schools/2025/10/07/school-board-acts-on-teacher-who-posted-about-charlie-kirks-death/86562611007/
https://www.wusf.org/sports/2025-10-08/5-key-questions-new-rays-owners-addressed-for-fans
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/10/08/publix-to-allow-open-carry-in-its-florida-stores-company-says/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759808-uwf-wins-record-9-6m-grant-to-expand-cybersecurity-workforce/


Democrat: FAMU trustees to discuss role that has become a sticking point in TMH-FSU hospital deal 

Democrat: Commissioner wants compliance not confrontation in adding FAMU, TSC to new hospital board 

WLRN: DeSantis wants AI regulation; insurance lobby says Florida has it under control 

FlaPol: Blaise Ingoglia is putting the CFO position in the spotlight while putting local governments on blast 

My News 13: Florida Democrats propose property insurance overhaul 

FlaPol: Senate Democrats unveil ‘Affordability Agenda’ plan to curb property insurance costs 

Axios: Armed Florida agents visited Largo man over postcard critical of CFO Ingoglia 

FlaPol: Shevrin Jones wants to bar mid-decade redistricting now and forever 

CBS Miami: Florida lawmaker proposes lowering minimum age for rifle purchases from 21 to 18 

Sentinel: New bill seeks to lower Florida's gun-buying age, undoing law passed after Parkland massacre 

My News 13: Apopka seeks answers after state rejects city growth plan under Senate Bill 180 

FlaPol: Retiring Boomers, increasing wages create budget challenges for legislators 

Sun: Florida education commissioner scolds Alachua County School Board over past comments, conduct 

FlaPol: ‘This bill is about fairness’: Tom Fabricio refiles proposal on property damage from blast mining 

FlaPol: Sam Garrison excited about what being House Speaker will mean for Northeast Florida 

FlaPol: Florida's Agriculture Department is protecting more of state's natural lands and farmland 

FlaPol: A new chapter: State leaders detail childhood literacy gains in front of House committee 

FlaPol: Florida Policy Project partners with FSU researchers, others on new interactive housing model 

 
 

Legislative Local Appropriation Projects Forms and Information 
Senate Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Request Form [PDF 
2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Requests 

Prior Years Local Funding Initiative Requests 
House Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

Appropriations Project Request Fillable Form (Fiscal Year 2026-2027) 
Appropriations Project Request Form Guidance 

Attestation Form 
2026 Appropriations Project Requests 

 
Important Legislative Policy Meetings for County Commissioners and School Officials and  

Draft Legislative Programs for consideration!  
 

In the next few weeks, the Florida Association of Counties and the Florida School Boards 
Association will convene state meetings in Tampa to adopt Legislative Priorities for the 2026 
Session.   Registration is open for both meetings.  Register as soon as possible!   
 

https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/10/08/famu-board-to-discuss-role-in-tallahassee-medical-center-deal/86586414007/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/10/08/push-continues-for-famu-tsc-inclusion-in-fsu-tmh-hospital-board/86553467007/
https://www.wlrn.org/science-technology/2025-10-08/ai-regulation-insurance-florida
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759647-blaise-ingoglia-is-putting-the-cfo-position-in-the-spotlight-while-putting-local-governments-on-blast/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/10/08/florida-democrats-property-insurance
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759943-senate-democrats-unveil-affordability-agenda-plan-to-curb-property-insurance-costs/
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2025/10/08/florida-cfo-armed-agents-largo-postcard-criticism-ingoglia
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759784-shevrin-jones-wants-to-bar-mid-decade-redistricting-now-and-forever/
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/florida-lawmaker-proposes-lowering-minimum-age-for-rifle-purchases-from-21-to-18/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/10/08/new-bill-seeks-to-lower-floridas-gun-buying-age-undoing-law-passed-after-parkland-massacre/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/10/08/apopka-seeks-answers-after-state-rejects-city-growth-plan-under-senate-bill-180
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759854-boomer-budget-challenges/
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/education/2025/10/08/florida-education-commissioner-scolds-alachua-county-school-board/86582865007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759822-this-bill-is-about-fairness-tom-fabricio-refiles-proposal-on-property-damage-from-blast-mining/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759364-sam-garrison-excited-about-what-being-speaker-will-mean-for-northeast-florida/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759776-floridas-agriculture-department-is-protecting-more-of-states-natural-lands-and-farmland/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759780-literacy-gains/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/759801-florida-policy-project-partners-with-fsu-researchers-others-on-new-interactive-housing-model/
https://flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Session/Appropriations/Links/LocalFundingInitiativeRequestForm_2026_27.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2026-27/LocalFundingRequests
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2025-26/LocalFundingRequests
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Fillable%20Form%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Form%20Guidance%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/Attestation%20%E2%80%93%20Appropriations%20Project%20Request.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/AppropriationProjectRequests/2026


• The Florida Association of Counties meeting will convene on November 18 – 21, during 
which the Small County Coalition will convene for a lunch meeting on Thursday, November 20.   

Link to register for the Florida Association of Counties meeting. 
 The Small County Coalition - 2026 Draft Legislative Program - SEPT 2025.docx 

 
• The FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting will be held on December 2-5, during which the FSBA Small 

District Council and the Small School District Council Consortium will meet for a Breakfast 
meeting on Thursday, December 4th.   

Link to register for the FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting. 
Small School District Council Consortium 2026 Draft Legislative Program - Sept 24.docx 

 
 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 
2025 

October 6-8 -                    Legislative Committee Meetings 
October 13-17-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
October 20 -                      Delegation Hearing – Gilchrist  
October 21 –                     Delegation Hearing   -  Martin County  
October 22–                      Delegation Hearing   -  Indian River County, and   Walton County 
October 30–                      Delegation Hearing  -  Okaloosa County 
October 31–                      Delegation Hearing -  Citrus County  
November 3-7–                  Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 17-21–               Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 20 -                   Small County Coalition Legislative Meeting - Tampa 
November 19-21 -              FAC Legislative Conference – Tampa 
November 19-21-               Annual Rural Economic Development Summit - 
December 1-5-                   Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 2-5 -                  FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting 
December 4 -                     Small District Breakfast – Fall Meeting 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
About the Briefing 

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 
cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 

https://www.fl-counties.com/event-directory/2025-legislative-conference/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/EcxeBR7lPlRArqcMIibV92YByHA5CMFSVgw4g3rrtSE8yQ?e=9RuX0J
https://fsba.org/annual-joint-conference/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/ESeVXxCd0m9Ggrb55uoELnEBopHfq2p74qYyCHhSQYHT0A?e=WfT56B
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93221
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93185
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93169
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93167
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93338
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334
mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com


The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It is 
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 

  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/

