
 

 
 

The Briefing –Thursday, October 16, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Monday, October 13, 2025 

 
 

What’s the weather outlook? 
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  

 
College Football Week  

College Football Schedule Week 8, 2025 Regular Season - ESPN 
Miami hosts Louisville – Friday 

FSU Goes to Stanford – Sat. at 10:30 – ESPN  
Mississippi State goes to The Swamp -UF  

South Florida hosts FAU  
FIU Beat Western Kentucky 25-6 on Tuesday Night  

UCF hosts West Virginia 
FAMU hosting Alcorn State for the Rattlers 2025 Homecoming – 

 
2025 College Football Rankings - ESPN 

Go Canes – Ranked #2 
Go Bulls – Ranked #19 

 
Congratulations Are In Order!  

 
Congratulations to Senator Jim Boyd – Elected Next Senate President 

Senator Jim Boyd (R-Bradenton) was unanimously elected to serve as Florida's next Senate 
president for the 2026-2028 term.  Sen. Boyd takes over for Ben Albritton (R-Wauchula) who 
will serve as Senate President through 2026 Session.  
 

Small County Coalition Recognizes Legislators  
The Small County Coalition delivered “Legislative Appreciation” plaques this week recognizing 
several Senators and House members for their efforts and support during the 2025 Legislative 
Session.   The legislators contributed in differing ways to assist and address priorities and 
challenges impacting Small and Rural Communities throughout the State of Florida.   The 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/8/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://www.espn.com/college-football/rankings


recipients will be recognized more formally when the Legislature convenes during the Small 
County Coalition reception.    

Florida Senate Recipients  
Ben Albritton 

Jennifer Bradley 
Erin Grall   

Stan McClain 
Corey Simon  

Clay Yarborough  
 

Florida House of Representatives 
Recipients 

Shane Abbott 
Chuck Brannan  

Griff Griffis 
Jeff Holcomb  
Chad Johnson 
Lauren Melo  
Jim Mooney  
Jason Shoaf  
Allison Tant  
Kaylee Tuck 

 
 

Week Two of Legislative Committees Over  - Next Round in November 3-7 
 

As of today – 218 Bills have been filed for consideration in the 2026 Session  
Here’s a link to the list -  

 All Bills Filed for Consideration in 2026 Legislature.docx 
 

Bills filed relate to Property Tax / 1 bill Proposed Term Limits  
Today, several Members have filed House Joint Resolutions 201, 203, 205, 207, 209, 211, 
and 213, and House Bill 215.   It is the intention of the Speaker of the House to move these 
bills through the process.   The proposals specifically prohibit an affected government entity 
from reducing funding for law enforcement. Second, they exempt school taxes. Property 
taxes comprise 46% of school funding, or about $21 billion.  The Speaker also noted that the 
Joint Resolutions will not have accompanying implementing legislation therefore waiting to 
know which proposals are approved by the voters.  The proposals for tax relief are as 
follows: 

Here’s a link to the list - 
 Bills Filed related to Property Tax and Term Limits .docx 

• HJR 201 by Rep. Steele eliminates non-school homestead property taxes. 
• HJR 203 by Rep. Miller phases out non-school homestead property taxes over a ten-year 

period. Each year homeowners would receive an additional $100,000 exemption. After 
ten years, all non-school homestead property taxes would be eliminated. 

• HJR 205 by Rep. Porras exempts Florida residents over the age of 65 from paying non-
school homestead property taxes. 

• HJR 207 by Rep. Abbott creates a new homestead exemption for non-school property 
taxes equal to 25% of the assessed value of the house. In addition to providing relief to 
current homeowners, it would also benefit first-time homebuyers. 

• HJR 209 by Rep. Busatta creates a new property insurance relief homestead tax 
exemption. Homestead property owners who have property insurance will be entitled to 
an additional $100,000 exemption on non-school property taxes. 

https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/Ed-RHOk1GAxAg2-GIDTgzhoBCQosQ4Pc8SujZVRiMBndww?e=rZJWqQ
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/EbaEggJztfNEqjb167E6RQcBXXidzeX-B49RB7vLaH3pmQ?e=dZ7PpJ


• HJR 211 by Rep. Overdorf eliminates the cap on portability, allowing a homeowner to 
transfer their entire accumulated Save Our Homes benefit to their new home, even if that 
home has a lesser value. 

• HJR 213 by Rep. Griffitts limits the growth in assessed value of non-school homestead 
property taxes to 3% over three years for homestead property (currently it is 3% per year) 
and 15% over three years for non-homestead property (currently it is 10% per year). 

• HB 215 by Rep. Albert makes various statutory changes including requiring a 2/3 vote 
for any increase in the millage rate and allowing newly married couples to combine their 
accumulated Save Our Homes benefits. 

Senator Bradley Files Bill on Solar Facilities 
Senator Bradley filed SB 200 that would allow counties to pass ordinances about the 
decommissioning of solar-energy facilities after the end of the facilities’ “useful life.”   
 

Senator McClain and Representative Tuck to file “Fiscally Constrained Offset” Legislation 
Legislation will be filed by Senator McClain and Representative Tuck establishing an 
Implementing Bill that will offset the impact of the proposed Constitutional Amendment 
providing a property tax exemption on Tangible Personal Property Agricultural Equipment.   The 
bill will provide funding to fiscally constrained counties if the amendment is adopted in 
November of 2026.    

In Committee This Week Of Note  
• Joint Legislative Auditing Committee Reviewed  Entities that have not taken full 

corrective action in response to repeat audit findings.  Wordsearch the following link to 
see if your county, city, school district are listed – If you are – you’ll be getting a letter 
from JLAC.  Link to JLAC Material 

• House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee held a panel discussion of county 
representatives to discuss County Commission redistricting.    Thanks to Commissioners 
Ronnie Moore-Madison and Carolyn Spooner – Bradford for participating on the panel.  

• House PreK-12 Budget Subcommittee continued their discussion on Cross-
Checking Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Scholarship Payment Files and the Assignment of 
Florida Student Identification Numbers 
• Senate Environmental and Natural Resources met to receive presentations on the 

Health of Lake Okeechobee.    
  

 
 

A Complete Docket This Week  
 
 
 
  
 
  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025 
• RESPIRATORY CARE  -   Friday, 8:30 a.m.    The Florida Board of Respiratory Care will 

meet.   Location:   Call-in number: 1-866-899-4679. Code: 482027485 
• SPEECH-LANGUAGE BOARD  -   Friday, 9 a.m.    The Florida Board of Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology will meet.   Location:   Call-in number: 1-571-317-3116. Code: 
216185421 

• JOBLESS REPORT  -   Friday, 10 a.m.    The Florida Department of Commerce is scheduled 
to release a September unemployment report. 



• JUDICIAL CANDIDATES  -   Friday, 12:45 p.m.    The 7th Circuit Judicial Nominating 
Commission will interview candidates for two circuit-court judgeships. Applicants scheduled 
to be interviewed are Kaitylyn Mairs Payne, Joshua Andrew Beard, Constance Daniels, 
Christopher M. DelBene, Allison Almira Hughes, Kenneth Mark Johnson, Carleen Ashby 
Leffler, Hugh Daniel McKillop, Hunter Blaze Morrill, Stacey Lee Myers, JoAnna Piscitello 
Pang, Ann Muenzmay Phillips, Jeanne Stratis, Frank Merrill Talbot II, Therese Misita 
Truelove, William Scott Westbrook, Cyrus Patrick Zomorodian and Katherine Hurst 
Miller.   Location:   Richard O. Watson Judicial Center, Courtroom Annex, 4010 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine. 

 
Tropical Outlook 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/   

 
 

Headlines Around the State 
Democrat: Why is Florida suing Roku? State AG says streaming company selling kids’ info 

Democrat: Florida AG accuses Roku of illegally selling children's data. Read the lawsuit here 

WUSF: FHSAA urges Supreme Court to reject Cambridge Christian pregame prayer case 

Democrat: Florida medical marijuana business chills out: What the numbers tell us 

Today: Beyond the Baker Act, life after a 72-hour hold 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2025/10/15/florida-lawsuit-roku-selling-children-sensitive-data-consent/86703715007/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2025/10/15/florida-attorney-general-lawsuit-pdf/86709709007/
https://www.wusf.org/courts-law/2025-10-16/fhsaa-supreme-court-urged-reject-cambridge-christian-pregame-prayer-case
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/10/15/florida-patient-surge-fades-after-smokable-marijuana-boom/86711230007/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2025/10/16/what-happens-after-you-are-baker-act-in-brevard-county-florida-today/86423861007/


WUSF: Florida is removing some vaccine mandates. What does that mean for schools? 

FlaPol: Florida's east coast left with debris, coastal damage in wake of nor'easter 

The Capitolist: Florida Ports Council Announces Organizational Overhaul 

Axios: Florida homes sit on the market for months 

WLRN: Flamingos are making a home in Florida again after 100 years – an ecologist explains 
why 

WLRN: Florida House revives effort to repeal medical malpractice damages law 

My News 13: Florida Lawmakers revisit 'Free Kill' law repeal 

Times: Former Hope Florida charity leader at courthouse on 2nd day of grand jury 

FlaPol: Florida Auditor General report blasts DBPR for sloppy oversight over prescription drug 
entities 

FlaPol: State lawmakers and County Commissioners debate board structure, forecasting a growing 
fight 

The Capitolist: Senate Bill Proposes New Limits on Property Insurance Rate Approvals 

FlaPol: Shevrin Jones bill would let coaches offer financial help to K-12 athletes 

 
 

Legislative Local Appropriation Projects Forms and Information 
Senate Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Request Form [PDF 
2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Requests 

Prior Years Local Funding Initiative Requests 
House Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

Appropriations Project Request Fillable Form (Fiscal Year 2026-2027) 
Appropriations Project Request Form Guidance 

Attestation Form 
2026 Appropriations Project Requests 

 
Important Legislative Policy Meetings for County Commissioners and School Officials 

and  
Draft Legislative Programs for consideration!  

 
In the next few weeks, the Florida Association of Counties and the Florida School Boards 
Association will convene state meetings in Tampa to adopt Legislative Priorities for the 2026 
Session.   Registration is open for both meetings.  Register as soon as possible!   
 

• The Florida Association of Counties meeting will convene on November 18 – 21, during 
which the Small County Coalition will convene for a lunch meeting on Thursday, November 
20.   

Link to register for the Florida Association of Counties meeting. 
 The Small County Coalition - 2026 Draft Legislative Program - SEPT 2025.docx 

https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2025-10-16/florida-removing-some-vaccine-mandates-what-that-mean-for-schools
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760616-floridas-east-coast-left-with-debris-coastal-damage-in-wake-of-noreaster/
https://thecapitolist.com/florida-ports-council-announces-organizational-overhaul/
https://www.axios.com/local/tampa-bay/2025/10/16/florida-homes-sit-on-the-market-for-months
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-10-15/flamingos-are-making-a-home-in-florida-again-after-100-years-an-ecologist-explains-why
https://www.wlrn.org/environment/2025-10-15/flamingos-are-making-a-home-in-florida-again-after-100-years-an-ecologist-explains-why
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-10-15/florida-house-revives-effort-to-repeal-medical-malpractice-damages-law
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/10/15/free-kill-florida
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/10/15/desantis-hope-florida-charity-grand-jury-casey/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760853-florida-auditor-general-report-blasts-dbpr-for-sloppy-oversight-over-prescription-drug-entities/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760853-florida-auditor-general-report-blasts-dbpr-for-sloppy-oversight-over-prescription-drug-entities/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760831-state-lawmakers-and-county-commissioners-debate-board-structure-forecasting-a-growing-fight/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760831-state-lawmakers-and-county-commissioners-debate-board-structure-forecasting-a-growing-fight/
https://thecapitolist.com/senate-bill-proposes-new-limits-on-property-insurance-rate-approvals/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/760817-shevrin-jones-bill-would-let-coaches-offer-financial-help-to-k-12-athletes/
https://flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Session/Appropriations/Links/LocalFundingInitiativeRequestForm_2026_27.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2026-27/LocalFundingRequests
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2025-26/LocalFundingRequests
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Fillable%20Form%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Form%20Guidance%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/Attestation%20%E2%80%93%20Appropriations%20Project%20Request.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/AppropriationProjectRequests/2026
https://www.fl-counties.com/event-directory/2025-legislative-conference/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/EcxeBR7lPlRArqcMIibV92YByHA5CMFSVgw4g3rrtSE8yQ?e=9RuX0J


 
• The FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting will be held on December 2-5, during which the FSBA 

Small District Council and the Small School District Council Consortium will meet for a 
Breakfast meeting on Thursday, December 4th.   

Link to register for the FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting. 
Small School District Council Consortium 2026 Draft Legislative Program - Sept 24.docx 

 
 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 
2025 

October 20 -                      Delegation Hearing – Gilchrist  
October 21 –                     Delegation Hearing   -  Martin County  
October 22–                      Delegation Hearing   -  Indian River County, and   Walton County 
October 30–                      Delegation Hearing  -  Okaloosa County 
October 31–                      Delegation Hearing -  Citrus County  
November 3-7–                  Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 17-21–               Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 20 -                   Small County Coalition Legislative Meeting - Tampa 
November 19-21 -              FAC Legislative Conference – Tampa 
November 19-21-               Annual Rural Economic Development Summit - 
December 1-5-                   Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 2-5 -                  FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting 
December 4 -                     Small District Breakfast – Fall Meeting 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
About the Briefing 

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 
cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 

The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that 
are members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council 
Consortium.  It is also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email 
–cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 

https://fsba.org/annual-joint-conference/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/ESeVXxCd0m9Ggrb55uoELnEBopHfq2p74qYyCHhSQYHT0A?e=WfT56B
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93221
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93185
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93169
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93167
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93338
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334
mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/


  
 

 


