
 

 
 

The Briefing –Sunday, October 19, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Thursday, October 16, 2025 

 
Special Week 

On Wednesday – I will celebrate a benchmark birthday! Happy Birthday to Me!  
On Thursday – Wife and I will travel to Madrid, Spain to visit eldest grandchild who is on a six 

month exchange in Spain.  ReturningTuesday.  Excited to visit with our #1.   
 

What’s the weather outlook? 
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  

 
College Football  

College Football Schedule for Week 9  
2025 College Football Rankings Week 9  - ESPN 

 
No Committee meetings for the next two weeks! Time to focus folks on your priorities  

Delegation Hearings is several counties! 
October 20 - Delegation Hearing – Gilchrist, Taylor  
October 21 – Delegation Hearing   -  Martin County 
October 22– Delegation Hearing   -  Indian River County, and   Walton County 
October 30– Delegation Hearing  -  Okaloosa County 
October 31– Delegation Hearing -  Citrus County 

 
Delegation Hearings Continue – Opportunity To Share Priorities   

It is requested that local officials – county commissioners, and school leaders highlight 
some of the priorities listed below during your delegation hearing:  

 
Small County Priorities  

In addition to local projects/priorities, small counties are requested to highlight the following 
priorities:  

• Rural Renaissance - Request support for a rural renaissance that takes a comprehensive 
approach to modernizing Florida’s economic and infrastructure development, addressing 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/9/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://www.espn.com/college-football/rankings
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93221
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93185
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93169
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93167
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93338


transportation infrastructure, manufacturing,  Health Care,  Education,  Fiscal 
Stability,  Agriculture, broadband internet access, and upskilling the local workforce.  

• Property Tax Reductions - We are concerned regarding Impact of Property Tax 
Proposals on local services –  

o Consider the impact that property tax proposal will have on revenues used by 
local governments to provide services.   

o Accompany any of the Property Tax Proposals with “Implementing Legislation” 
that outlines and commits the Florida Legislature to replace or offset revenue 
impacts.  

• Fund High Priority Programs - Support funding for programs that are important to 
rural communities such as:  

o Job Opportunity Growth and Rural Infrastructure program. 
o Enhance funding for Small County Road Programs, including an appropriations 

for a “Farm To Market” initiative.  
o Small County Recycling allocation 
o SHIP Programs 
o Transportation Disadvantaged.  

• Setting Local District Lines - Protect the right of local voters to determine structure of 
local government districts for electing local officials.   

• Term Limits should be set locally - Protect the right of local voters to elect local 
candidates without limitations on length of service set by the State of Florida. Term limits 
for local elected officials should be set by a vote of registered voters in the county.  

• Solar Facilities - Secure legislation that addresses local impacts relating to Solar 
facilities.  Sen. Bradley has filed SB 200 requiring “decommissioning” these facilities 
after useful life espires.  

• Law Enforcement Funding - Continue funding for law enforcement in fiscally 
constrained counties.   

• Consider  changing the Fiscally Constrained Distribution in s. 218.67, F.S. to 
incorporate changes in the distribution formula taking into consideration the increase in 
costs and revenue growth rate factor.  Consider changing the funding source to provide 
more stability.  

Small School District Priorities  
In addition to local projects/priorities, small school districts counties are requested to highlight 
the following priorities:  

• Support Comprehensive Rural Renaissance Initiative - Request support for a rural 
renaissance that takes a comprehensive approach to modernizing Florida’s economic and 
infrastructure development, addressing transportation infrastructure, 
manufacturing,  Health Care,  Education,  Fiscal Stability,  Agriculture, broadband 
internet access, and upskilling the local workforce.  

• Improve tracking students within the state’s choice programs to ensure 
the funding is going to the correct entity.  Consider establishing 
accountability/performance standards within the state scholarship programs, 
specifically, ensuring accountability within the Home School category.  

• Provide funding increase with the FEFP to allow districts to accommodate 
increases for employee compensation, the Florida Retirement System, and 
insurance costs.  



• Protect the elements of the FEFP that provide support to School Districts in 
rural areas: 

a. Protect the Small District Factor  
b. Maintain base funding levels within categorical programs.  
c. Continue setting Comparable Wage Factor at 1.0 for districts with a 

calculated wage factor that is less than 1.0.     
d. Compression of Discretionary Local Effort and per student funding 

levels.  
e. Ensure setting program cost factors to accommodate special programs 

that warrant costs above the Base Student Allocation.  
f. Continue funding to address unique impacts such as the Federally 

Connected Student Supplement.  
• Increase funding for the Regional Consortia Service Program – F.S. 

1001.451 –Florida’s three Consortia (PAEC, NEFEC, and HEC) are force 
multipliers, providing the power of collaboration and economies of scale, 
otherwise unavailable to these districts. The allocation of $1,750,000 for the 
Regional Consortium program has not been increased in seven years.  The 
equivalent value of $1,750,000 in 2018 has risen 28.59% to $2,250,264.70 in 
2025.     

• Provide Funding for the Special Facility Construction Account Program   - 
FS 1013.64 – this program is vital to our rural areas securing/constructing new 
schools 

• Provide a substantial increase in funding to the School Transportation 
Formula.  The current level of funding does not sufficiently cover costs of 
transporting students in our rural areas.  

 
ACTION REQUESTED  

Determine the impact of the tax proposals offered in the House of 
Representatives!  

Each local government is requested to ask the local Property Appraiser to determine the impact 
that each of the Property Tax Proposals will have on your local tax roll.   

What will be the revenue reduction if these proposals are adopted? 
• HJR 201 - eliminating non-school homestead property taxes. 
• HJR 203 – phasing out non-school homestead property taxes over a ten-year period. Each 

year homeowners would receive an additional $100,000 exemption. After ten years, all 
non-school homestead property taxes would be eliminated. 

• HJR 205 – exempting Florida residents over the age of 65 from paying non-school 
homestead property taxes. 

• HJR 207 - creating a new homestead exemption for non-school property taxes equal to 
25% of the assessed value of the house. In addition to providing relief to current 
homeowners, it would also benefit first-time homebuyers. 



• HJR 209 - create a new property insurance relief homestead tax exemption. Homestead 
property owners who have property insurance will be entitled to an additional $100,000 
exemption on non-school property taxes. 

• HJR 211 – eliminate the cap on portability, allowing a homeowner to transfer their entire 
accumulated Save Our Homes benefit to their new home, even if that home has a lesser 
value. 

• HJR 213 - limit growth in assessed value of non-school homestead property taxes to 3% 
over three years for homestead property (currently it is 3% per year) and 15% over three 
years for non-homestead property (currently it is 10% per year). 

• HB 215  make statutory changes including requiring a 2/3 vote for any increase in the 
millage rate and allowing newly married couples to combine their accumulated Save Our 
Homes benefits. 

 
The Food Is Medicine Initiative  

Link to the program  
The "Food is Medicine" initiative, a project championed by Florida Senate President Ben Albritton, aims 
to improve rural health outcomes through initiatives like the Rural Renaissance legislation and programs 
that make fresh, healthy food more accessible and affordable. This philosophy includes improving farm-
to-market roads to support the food supply chain and providing medically tailored meals and 
fruit/vegetable prescriptions to underserved communities to prevent chronic diseases.   
The Feeding Florida's "Food As Medicine" initiative, provides medically tailored meals and 
fruit/vegetable prescriptions to those in need.  The goals of the program are to:  

• Prevent and treat chronic disease: These initiatives aim to prevent disease and improve health 
outcomes by addressing the root cause of diet-related chronic conditions, says the American 
Public Health Association.  

• Increase accessibility: By partnering with farmers, markets, and grocery stores, these programs 
make fresh produce more affordable and accessible to food-insecure and under-resourced 
populations, according to Feeding Florida.  

• Integrate into healthcare: The broader "Food is Medicine" movement seeks to integrate nutrition 
interventions directly into clinical care, supported by research and policy shifts, notes the 
National Governors Association and the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

A Complete Docket This Week  
 
 
 
  
 
  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025 
• GILCHRIST DELEGATION  -  Monday, 9 a.m. -  The Gilchrist County legislative delegation, 

made up of Sen. Jennifer Bradley, R-Fleming Island, and Rep. Chad Johnson, R-Chiefland, is 
scheduled to meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   Gilchrist County Commission, 209 S.E. 
First St., Trenton. 

• JUDICIAL CANDIDATES  -  Monday, 9 a.m. -  The 19th Circuit Judicial Nominating 
Commission will interview candidates for two judgeships. Applicants scheduled to be 
interviewed are Jordan M. Showe, Anthony D. George, Jeffrey P. Battista, Jonathan W. Libby, 
Kate Bradford, Jessica T. Sebag, Steven R. Wilson, MaryEllen M. Farrell Gieseler, Katherine D. 
Mish, Lindsay C. Stroke and Margaret K. McCain.   Martin County Courthouse, 100 S.E. Ocean 
Blvd., Stuart. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=food+is+medicine+initiative&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkxODU0ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBWGv6E9INhJb&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


• TAYLOR DELEGATION  -  Monday, 10 a.m. -  The Taylor County legislative delegation, made 
up of Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, and Rep. Jason Shoaf, R-Port St. Joe, will meet as it 
prepares for the 2026 session.   Taylor County Administrative Complex, 201 East Green St., 
Perry. 

• TRANSPORTATION ISSUES  -  Monday, 10 a.m. -  The Florida Transportation Commission 
will meet.   Florida Department of Transportation, Burns Building, 605 Suwannee St., 
Tallahassee. 

• SOUTH FLORIDA COUNCIL  -  Monday, 10:30 a.m. -  The South Florida Regional Planning 
Council will meet.   South Florida Regional Planning Council, 1 Oakwood Blvd., Suite 250, 
Hollywood. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83329789895?pwd=aRqAEbFCaPy ormMEx19raQyaao5I
Pm.1. Meeting ID: 83329789895. Passcode: 041418 

• ALACHUA DELEGATION  -  Monday, 1 p.m. -  The Alachua County legislative delegation will 
meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. Jennifer Bradley, R-
Fleming Island; Sen. Stan McClain, R-Ocala; Rep. Chuck Brannan, R-Macclenny; Rep. Yvonne 
Hinson, D-Gainesville; and Rep. Chad Johnson, R-Chiefland.   Santa Fe College, 3000 N.W. 83rd 
St., Gainesville. 

• TALLAHASSEE COLLEGE BOARD  -  Monday, 2:30 p.m. -  The Tallahassee State College 
Board of Trustees will meet.   Tallahassee State College, Hinson Administration Building, 444 
Appleyard Dr., Tallahassee. 

• BAY COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Central time. -  The Bay County 
legislative delegation, made up of Sen. Jay Trumbull, R-Panama City, and Rep. Griff Griffitts, R-
Panama City Beach, will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   Bay County Government 
Building, 840 West 11th St. Panama City. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025 
• MIAMI DADE COLLEGE BOARD  -  Tuesday, 8 a.m. -  The Miami Dade College Board of 

Trustees will meet.   Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus, 300 N.E. Second Ave., 
Miami. https://www.mdc.edu/livestream 

• ORANGE COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The Orange County legislative 
delegation will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. 
Kristen Arrington, D-Kissimmee; Sen. LaVon Bracy Davis, D-Ocoee; Sen. Jason Brodeur, R-
Sanford; Sen. Carlos Guillermo Smith, D-Orlando; Sen. Keith Truenow, R-Tavares; Rep. Bruce 
Antone, D-Orlando; Rep. Doug Bankson, R-Apopka; Rep. Erika Booth, R-St. Cloud; Rep. Anna 
Eskamani, D-Orlando; Rep. Rita Harris, D-Orlando; Rep. Johanna Lopez, D-Orlando; Rep. Susan 
Plasencia, R-Orlando; Rep. Leonard Spencer, D-Gotha; Rep. Paula Stark, R-St. Cloud; and Rep. 
RaShon Young, D-Orlando   Orange County Commission chamber, 201 South Rosalind Ave., 
Orlando. 

• MARTIN COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The Martin County legislative 
delegation will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. Gayle 
Harrell, R-Stuart; Rep. Toby Overdorf, R-Palm City, and Rep. John Snyder, R-Stuart.   Blake 
Library, 2351 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart. 

• USF TRUSTEES  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The University of South Florida Board of Trustees will 
meet.   University of South Florida, Traditions Hall, Tampa. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83329789895?pwd=aRqAEbFCaPy
https://www.mdc.edu/livestream


• ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE TRUSTEES -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The St. Petersburg College 
Board of Trustees will hold a workshop.   St. Petersburg College, EpiCenter, 13805 58th St. 
North, Clearwater. 

• REHABILITATION COUNCIL  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Rehabilitation Council will 
meet.   Embassy Suites by Hilton Sarasota, 202 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 

• RETIREMENT SYSTEM  -   Tuesday, 9:30 a.m . -  The Florida Retirement System Actuarial 
Assumption Conference will discuss the state retirement system.   117 Knott Building, the 
Capitol. 

• HILLSBOROUGH DELEGATION  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Hillsborough County legislative 
delegation will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Senate 
Majority Leader Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton; Sen. Danny Burgess, R-Zephyrhills; Sen. Darryl 
Rouson, D-St. Petersburg; Rep. Danny Alvarez, R-Hillsborough County; Rep. Linda Chaney, R-
St. Pete Beach; House Minority Leader Fentrice Driskell, D-Tampa; Rep. Karen Gonzalez-
Pittman, R-Tampa; Rep. Dianne Hart, D-Tampa; Rep. Traci Koster, R-Tampa; Rep. Lawrence 
McClure, R-Dover; Rep. Michael Owen, R-Apollo Beach; Rep. Michele Rayner, D-St. 
Petersburg; and Rep. Susan Valdes, R-Tampa.  TPepin Hospitality Centre, 4121 North 50th St., 
Tampa. 

• WORKERS’ COMP RATES  -   Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Florida Office of Insurance Regulation 
will hold a hearing on a proposal by the National Council on Compensation Insurance for an 
overall average decrease in workers’ compensation insurance rates for 
2026.   https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4507633086563541849 

• LONG-TERM CARE  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program State 
Council is scheduled to meet.   Call-in number: 850-792-8943. Code: 223322302 

• LEVY DELEGATION  -  Tuesday, 1 p.m. -  The Levy County legislative delegation, made up of 
Sen. Stan McClain, R-Ocala, and Rep. Chad Johnson, R-Chiefland, will meet as it prepares for 
the 2026 session.   Levy County Commission auditorium, 310 School St., Bronson. 

• NORTHWEST FLORIDA COLLEGE TRUSTEES  -  Tuesday, 3 p.m. -  The Northwest Florida 
State College Board of Trustees will meet.   Northwest Florida State College, 100 College Blvd. 
East, Niceville. 

• SANTA FE COLLEGE BOARD  -  Tuesday, 4 p.m. -  The Santa Fe College Board of Trustees 
will meet.   Santa Fe College, Andrews Cultural Center, 201 East Call St., Starke. 

• TRANSPORTATION PLANS  -  Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. -  The Florida Department of 
Transportation will hold an open house, followed by a presentation about a tentative five-year 
work program.   Department of Transportation Jacksonville Urban Office training facility, 2198 
Edison Ave., Jacksonville. www.nflroads.com/vph. Call-in number: 1-415-655-0052. Code: 
883020274 

• PENSACOLA COLLEGE BOARD  -  Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. -  The Pensacola State College Board 
of Trustees is scheduled to hold committee meetings, a workshop and a full board 
meeting.   Pensacola State College, Warrington Campus, 5555 West Highway 98, Pensacola. 

• NORTH FLORIDA COLLEGE BOARD  -  Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. -  The North Florida College 
Board of Trustees will meet.   North Florida College, 325 N.W. Turner Davis Dr., Madison. 

• CHIPOLA COLLEGE BOARD  -  Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. -  The Chipola College Board of Trustees 
is scheduled to meet.   Chipola College, Public Service Building, Marianna. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4507633086563541849
http://www.nflroads.com/vph


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025 
• REAL ESTATE ISSUES  -   Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. -  The Florida Real Estate Commission will 

meet.   https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/603461895294460508 
• INDIAN RIVER DELEGATION  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Indian River County legislative 

delegation, made up of Sen. Erin Grall, R-Vero Beach, and Rep. Robbie Brackett, R-Vero Beach, 
is scheduled to meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   Indian River County Commission 
chamber, 1801 27th St., Vero Beach. 

• CITRUS COMMISSION -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Citrus Commission will 
meet.   Florida Department of Citrus, 605 East Main St., Bartow. Call-in number: 1-904-539-
9759. Code: 606702173 

• MASSAGE THERAPY ISSUES  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Board of Massage Therapy 
will meet.   The Shores Resort and Spa, 2637 Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT CASES  -  Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. -  The state Reemployment Assistance 
Appeals Commission is scheduled to meet.   Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission, 
1211 Governors Square Blvd., Suite 300, Tallahassee. Call-in number: 850-988-5144. Code: 
282335254 

• MENTAL HEALTH PANEL  -  Wednesday, 10 a.m. -  The state Commission of Mental Health 
and Substance Use Disorder will meet.   Information at https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-
events/public-events-meetings/commission-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-8 

• TRIUMPH GULF COAST BOARD  -  Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. Central time. -  The Triumph 
Gulf Coast board, which helps oversee settlement money from the Deepwater Horizon disaster, 
will meet.   Northwest Florida State College, Student Service Center, 100 College Blvd. East, 
Niceville. 

• DUVAL DELEGATION  -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The Duval County legislative delegation will 
meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. Tracie Davis, D-
Jacksonville; Sen. Clay Yarborough, R-Jacksonville; Rep. Jessica Baker, R-Jacksonville; Rep. 
Dean Black, R-Jacksonville; Rep. Kimberly Daniels, D-Jacksonville; Rep. Wyman Duggan, R-
Jacksonville; Rep. Kiyan Michael, R-Jacksonville; and Rep. Angie Nixon, D-
Jacksonville.   Jacksonville City Hall, 117 West Duval St., Jacksonville. 

• WALTON COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Central time. -  The Walton 
County legislative delegation, made up of Sen. Jay Trumbull, R-Panama City, and Rep. Shane 
Abbott, R-DeFuniak Springs, will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   South Walton 
Courthouse Annex, 31 Coastal Centre Blvd., Santa Rosa Beach. 

• BUCHANAN RAISES MONEY -  Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. -  A fundraising reception will be held 
for state Rep. James Buchanan, a Sarasota Republican running for a Senate seat in 2026.   Sky 
Club, 1605 Main St., Suite 1010, Sarasota. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025 
• FLORIDA GULF COAST TRUSTEES  -  Thursday, 8:30 a.m. -  The Florida Gulf Coast 

University Board of Trustees will meet.   https://www.fgcu.edu/boardcast 
• SEMINOLE DELEGATION  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The Seminole County legislative delegation 

will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Sen. Jason Brodeur, R-
Sanford; Rep. Doug Bankson, R-Apopka; Rep. Rachel Plakon, R-Lake Mary; Rep. Susan 
Plasencia, R-Orlando; and Rep. David Smith, R-Winter Springs.   Seminole County Commission 
chamber, 1101 East First St., Sanford. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/603461895294460508
https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/commission-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-8
https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/commission-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-8
https://www.fgcu.edu/boardcast


• HEALTHY KIDS PROGRAM  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Healthy Kids Corp. Board of 
Directors will meet.   Information at https://www.floridakidcare.org/board 

• PALM BEACH DELEGATION  -  Thursday, 10 a.m. -  The Palm Beach County legislative 
delegation will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session. The delegation is made up of Senate 
Minority Leader Lori Berman, D-Boca Raton; Sen. Mack Bernard, D-West Palm Beach; Sen. 
Gayle Harrell, R-Stuart; Sen. Tina Polsky, D-Boca Raton; Rep. Jervonte Edmonds, D-West Palm 
Beach; Rep. Anne Gerwig, R-Wellington; Rep. Peggy Gossett-Seidman, R-Highland Beach; Rep. 
Kelly Skidmore, D-Boca Raton; Rep. John Snyder, R-Stuart; Rep. Debra Tendrich, D-Lake 
Worth; and Rep. Meg Weinberger, R-Palm Beach Gardens.   Wellington Community Center, 
12150 Forest Hill Blvd., Wellington. 

• BRADFORD COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Thursday, 10 a.m. -  The Bradford County legislative 
delegation, made up of Sen. Jennifer Bradley, R-Fleming Island, and Rep. Chuck Brannan, R-
Macclenny, will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   Bradford County Commission, 945 
North Temple Ave., Starke. 

• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS -  Thursday, 11 a.m. -  The Florida Supreme Court 
is scheduled to release opinions. 

• ‘CAT FUND’  -   Thursday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund Advisory 
Council will meet.   Hermitage Centre, 1801 Hermitage Blvd., Tallahassee. Call-in number: 1-
872-242-7651. Code: 328364083 

• UNION COUNTY DELEGATION  -  Thursday, 2 p.m. -  The Union County legislative 
delegation, made up of Sen. Jennifer Bradley, R-Fleming Island, and Rep. Chuck Brannan, R-
Macclenny, will meet as it prepares for the 2026 session.   Lake Butler City Hall, 200 S.W. First 
St., Lake Butler. 

• NORTH CENTRAL COUNCIL  -  Thursday, 7 p.m. -  The North Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council will meet.   Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 213 S.W. Commerce Blvd., Lake 
City. Call-in number: 1-866-899-4679. Code: 469107149 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2025 
• PSYCHOLOGY BOARD  -  Friday, 8 a.m. -  The Florida Board of Psychology will meet.   Call-

in number: 1-888-585-9008. Code: 564341766 
• ETHICS COMMISSION  -  Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The state Commission on Ethics is scheduled to 

take up cases from Polk County, Bradenton, Boca Raton and West Palm Beach.   1st District 
Court of Appeal, 2000 Drayton Dr., Tallahassee. 

• HOUSING ISSUES  -   Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The Florida Housing Finance Corp. Board of 
Directors will meet.   Hyatt Regency Jacksonville-Riverfront, 225 East Coastline Dr., 
Jacksonville. 

• OPTOMETRY BOARD  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Board of Optometry will meet.   Holiday 
Inn Tampa Airport Westshore, 700 North Westshore Blvd., Tampa. 

• PODIATRIC BOARD  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Board of Podiatric Medicine will 
meet.   Embassy Suites Miami International Airport, 3974 N.W. South River Dr., Miami. 

• SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
will host the “Southwest Florida Regional Forum.”   Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference 
Center, 75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda. 

https://www.floridakidcare.org/board


• PROPERTY TAXES  -   Friday, 10 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will discuss 
information related to an ad valorem, or property tax, forecast.   117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

 
Tropical Outlook 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/  

 
 

Headlines Around the State 
Sun-Sentinel: How a transformative change in charter school rules came back from the dead and 

became Florida law 
 

Sentinel: $83 million for sandy Florida lot: Did GOP donations pay off for seller? 
 

Sun-Sentinel: How the Everglades saved a tribe, and how the Miccosukee use science to save the 
Everglades 

 
Bradenton Herald: Most Suncoast lawmakers quiet as charter school expansion fuels local upheaval 

 
FlaPol: Jared Moskowitz pushes bill to keep FEMA disaster funding going amid federal shutdown 

 
Herald: Government shutdown threatens to freeze some Florida home sales, Realtors warn 

 
Times: Amid Hope Florida grand jury probe, key questions still unanswered 

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/10/19/how-a-transformative-change-in-charter-school-rules-came-back-from-the-dead-and-became-florida-law/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/10/19/how-a-transformative-change-in-charter-school-rules-came-back-from-the-dead-and-became-florida-law/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/10/19/83-million-for-sandy-florida-lot-did-gop-donations-pay-off-for-seller/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/10/19/how-the-everglades-saved-a-tribe-and-how-the-miccosukee-use-science-to-save-the-everglades/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/10/19/how-the-everglades-saved-a-tribe-and-how-the-miccosukee-use-science-to-save-the-everglades/
https://www.bradenton.com/news/local/education/article312546961.html#storylink=latest_side
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/761151-jared-moskowitz-pushes-bill-to-keep-fema-disaster-funding-going-amid-federal-shutdown/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/761151-jared-moskowitz-pushes-bill-to-keep-fema-disaster-funding-going-amid-federal-shutdown/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/real-estate-news/article312545525.html
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/10/18/hope-florida-desantis-grand-jury-questions-casey-medicaid/


 
Ocala Star-Banner: Jeff Bairstow, ex-Ocala police officer, running for county commission 

 
Sun-Sentinel: Will data centers drive up Florida electric bills? This case could decide 

 
Herald: 'Untold stories': Florida's Black history museum to sit on old FMU site 

 
Times: This St. Pete Beach bar claims it owns the beach. The city is pushing back 

 
FlaPol: Ron DeSantis says people under 50 don't have much use for comprehensive health insurance 

 
FlaPol: Jared Moskowitz tops 1 Primary challenger, 4 GOP foes in Q3 fundraising with $372K haul 

 
FlaPol: Governor appoints Adam Cervera to High School Athletic Association Board of Directors 

 
Times: Judge rules Tampa's Walton Academy charter school must close immediately 

 
 

Legislative Local Appropriation Projects Forms and Information 
Senate Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Request Form [PDF 
2026-27 Local Funding Initiative Requests 

Prior Years Local Funding Initiative Requests 
House Appropriation Project Request Forms and Information 

Appropriations Project Request Fillable Form (Fiscal Year 2026-2027) 
Appropriations Project Request Form Guidance 

Attestation Form 
2026 Appropriations Project Requests 

 
 

In the next few weeks, the Florida Association of Counties and the Florida School Boards 
Association will convene state meetings in Tampa to adopt Legislative Priorities for the 2026 
Session.   Registration is open for both meetings.  Register as soon as possible!   
 

• The Florida Association of Counties meeting will convene on November 18 – 21, during 
which the Small County Coalition will convene for a lunch meeting on Thursday, November 20.   

Link to register for the Florida Association of Counties meeting. 
 

• The FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting will be held on December 2-5, during which the FSBA Small 
District Council and the Small School District Council Consortium will meet for a Breakfast 
meeting on Thursday, December 4th.   

Link to register for the FSBA/FADSS Joint meeting. 
Small School District Council Consortium 2026 Draft Legislative Program - Sept 24.docx 

 
 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 
2025 

October 20 -                      Delegation Hearing – Gilchrist, Taylor  

https://www.ocala.com/story/news/politics/elections/local/2025/10/17/jeff-bairstow-joins-race-for-marion-county-commission-district-4/86714431007/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/10/18/will-data-centers-drive-up-florida-electric-bills-this-case-could-decide/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article312525680.html#storylink=latest_side
https://www.tampabay.com/news/st-petersburg/2025/10/17/undertow-st-pete-beach-bar-public-private/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/761006-insurance-desantis-under-50/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/761245-jared-moskowitz-tops-1-primary-challenger-4-gop-foes-in-q3-fundraising-with-372k-haul/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/761229-gov-desantis-appoints-adam-cervera-to-high-school-athletic-association-board-of-directors/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/10/17/judge-rules-tampas-walton-academy-charter-school-must-close-immediately/
https://flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Session/Appropriations/Links/LocalFundingInitiativeRequestForm_2026_27.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2026-27/LocalFundingRequests
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Appropriations/FY2025-26/LocalFundingRequests
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Fillable%20Form%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/APR%20Form%20Guidance%20FY%202026-27.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/projects_items/Attestation%20%E2%80%93%20Appropriations%20Project%20Request.pdf
https://www.flhouse.gov/AppropriationProjectRequests/2026
https://www.fl-counties.com/event-directory/2025-legislative-conference/
https://fsba.org/annual-joint-conference/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/ESeVXxCd0m9Ggrb55uoELnEBopHfq2p74qYyCHhSQYHT0A?e=WfT56B


October 21 –                     Delegation Hearing   -  Martin County 
October 22–                      Delegation Hearing   -  Indian River County, and   Walton County 
October 30–                      Delegation Hearing  -  Okaloosa County 
October 31–                      Delegation Hearing -  Citrus County 
November 3-7–                  Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 17-21–               Legislative Committee Meetings 
November 20 -                   Small County Coalition Legislative Meeting - Tampa 
November 19-21 -              FAC Legislative Conference – Tampa 
November 19-21-               Annual Rural Economic Development Summit - 
December 1-5-                   Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 2-5 -                  FSBA/FADSS Annual Fall Meeting 
December 4 -                     Small District Breakfast – Fall Meeting 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
About the Briefing 

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 
cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 

The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It is 
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 

  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93221
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93185
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93169
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93167
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93338
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334
mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/

