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The Briefing —Saturday, December 20, 2025

The Last Briefing —Thursday - December 18, 2025
Only five Days until Christmas!

The Annual Whiskey Speech is coming to help you laugh a bit about political doublespeak!

What’s the weather outlook?
10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL. — The Weather Channel

College Football Playoffs Begin!

Last evening # 9 Alabama defeated #8 Oklahoma — 34-24,
Bama will face #1 Indiana on New Years Day!
Playoffs Continue with 3 games today!

No. 7 Texas A&M vs. No. 10 Miami (Fla.) 12 p.m.
No. 6 Ole Miss vs. No. 20 Tulane 3:30 p.m.

No. 5 Oregon vs. No. 24 James Madison 7:30 p.m.
Here’s the complete Bowl and Playoff Schedule

& College Football Bowl and Playoff Schedule.docx

Blaise Ingoglia calls for more stipulations to proposed local government spending legislation
Ingoglia Press Release on Local Government Proposals

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis gives more grants to help rural infrastructure
Copy of Governors Press Release

Florida Politics - Study Shows Property Tax Cuts will hit rural communities the hardest
Fla. League of Cities -Fiscal Structure & Rev. Resilience of Florida Municipalities

ASSESSING IMPACT OF PROPERTY TAX PROPOSALS
AN IMPERATIVE FOR EVERTY COMMUNITY
How will elimination of Homestead Exemption impact your community? What can Counties
and cities do to analyze and inform the public about the potential impact if the property tax
proposals pass?



https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.ncaa.com/game/6531848
https://www.ncaa.com/game/6531845
https://www.ncaa.com/game/6531841
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQC672Zr1toSRZuPhm0IYGr1ASWqxkMN_D8jcL1-f_BfOhM?e=yH9os0
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770338-blaise-ingoglia-calls-for-more-stipulations-to-proposed-local-government-spending-legislation/
https://myfloridacfo.com/news/pressreleases/press-release-details/2025/12/17/chief-financial-officer-blaise-ingoglia-announces-legislative-proposal-to-protect-florida-taxpayers-and-codify-the-florida-agency-for-fiscal-oversight
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770339-ron-desantis-gives-more-grants-to-help-rural-infrastructure/
https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/press/2025/governor-ron-desantis-announces-total-311-million-awards-improve-infrastructure-37
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769831-study-property-tax-cuts-elimination-would-hit-floridas-rural-communities-hardest/
https://www.flcities.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Fiscal-Structure-and-Revenue-Resilience-of-Florida-Municipalities.pdf

Here is a link to prepare vyour community for the Nov. 26 decision:
& PLAN OF ACTION TO EXAMINE IMPACT OF PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION ON YOUR
COMMUNITY.docx

Florida Congressional Delegation Fighting to Stop New QOil Drilling in the Gulf
Official Comment Portal is open for public input through Jan. 23

The Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has
proposed opening the eastern Gulf to new oil drilling. Florida’s congressional delegation is
working to keep oil rigs away from Florida’s coast. This effort is related to the current
administration proposal to open up exploration despite objections from the entire Florida
congressional delegation.

Florida residents can provide input to the BOEM directly through an official comment
portal. Public input will be collected through Jan. 23. Those unable to connect online can also
submit comments by mail, and/or sending letters directly to the 11th National OCS Oil and Gas
Leasing Program.

A Look At Speaker Danny Perez’ Priorities and Relationships

(Excerpts from Politico Playbook Article)
Entering his second year as House Speaker, it’s no secret that the Speakers working relationship
with the Senate and have been less than cordial. But one things clear — there’s no mistaking the
Speakers positions as the 2026 — 60 day- legislative session looms.

e Perez’s Priorities — Property Tax reform; Acting a new Congressional Map; Lowering the
legal age to buy a rifle from 21 to 18; Requiring more employers to screen the
immigration status of potential employees; and, making changes to Sovereign Immunity
and process.

e Perez’s relationship with Senator Albritton - “I don’t think he’s a bad person, but it’s hard
for me to work with someone if I don’t know what they stand for.”

e Perez’s relationship with Governor DeSantis - “I'm able to compartmentalize my disdain
for how the governor speaks about the House and the Legislature with the requirement
for me to do my job as an elected official and lead the House.”

o Weekly Schedule of Senate Meeting Time Allocations for January 12-16. 2026
o Weekly Schedule of Senate Meeting Time Allocations for January 19-23, 2026

The Small County Coalition - 2026 Legislative Program - November 2025.docx

SSDCC 2026 Legislative Program - December 2025.docx

Link to the Florida Senate
Link to the Florida House of Representatives
The Florida Channel

Small County Coalition Legislative Reception to Kick Off Week of County and Rural Activities
Here’s the link to the invitation
& Small County Coalition Reception Invite.docx



https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCQux3GJ51IQqUIIkhEELdNAWQg1JPo8DyMwZkvQS3J8QY?e=syAy84
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCQux3GJ51IQqUIIkhEELdNAWQg1JPo8DyMwZkvQS3J8QY?e=syAy84
https://floridapolitics.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zzdjud-tkuyiuhdiy-h/
https://floridapolitics.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zzdjud-tkuyiuhdiy-k/
https://floridapolitics.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zzdjud-tkuyiuhdiy-k/
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/137071
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/137072
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQB8Be3PLmyXSZxaJOoMRloGAVVjK2c-pT1YJNBBGsIz4_M?e=Nb6XX7
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQDZyK4MZlomS7_Bi5pwUb9QASKYjDca20mDZ8wTaI-wvD8?e=h9pf2x
https://www.flsenate.gov/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/
https://thefloridachannel.org/
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQCAjFrdASUTQqjqgmm4vMACAfNcwuoV4dwxIUkvmUPwpKM?e=sYtXms

Rural Counties Day 2026 is set for January 21-22, 2026 —

Here’s the link to reiister to attend the receﬁtion-httﬁs://ﬂoridaruraleda.orﬁ/rural-counties-dai/

The following Reports provide a comprehensive analysis of Florida Ad Valorem structure
e FACPROPERTY TAX REPORT - https://www.fl-counties.com/report-property-taxes/
e FLORIDA TAXWATCH REPORT - How-Florida-Counties-Compare-2025.pdf —

o Fla. League of Cities -Fiscal Structure & Rev. Resilience of Florida Municipalities

MONDAY. DECEMBER 22, 2025

e FEDERAL MONEY - Monday, 8:30 a.m. - The Social Services Estimating Conference
will discuss the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage, or FMAP, which helps determine
how much federal money Florida receives for the Medicaid program. 117 Knott
Building, the Capitol.

e MEDICAID EXPENDITURES ANALYZED - Monday, 9 a.m. - The Social Services
Estimating Conference will analyze expenditures in the Medicaid program. 117 Knott
Building, the Capitol.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2025

e ELECTION RESULTS CERTIFIED - Tuesday, 8 a.m. - The state Elections Canvassing
Commission will certify the results of Dec. 9 special elections in Senate District 11 and
House District 90. R.A. Gray Building, 500 South Bronough St., Tallahassee.

e FAMU TRUSTEES - Tuesday, 9 a.m. - The Florida A&M University Board of Trustees
will meet.
https://famu.zoom.us/;/95988284470?pwd=PmTjxtGInJ7ykg26vSvub7n4obmUfI. 1

e CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUES - Tuesday, 9 a.m. - The Criminal Justice Estimating
Conference will meet. 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025

e STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for Christmas.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025

e STATE OFFICES CLOSED - State offices will be closed for the holiday weekend.

Ledger: New Polk School Board member must adjust to state lobbying ban

Florida Phoenix: Gun-safety groups call on Ben Albritton to block bill lowering age to buy
long guns to 18

Sun-Sentinel: Broward schools chief: Emergency now exists for troubled construction
program

FlaPol: Jenn Bradley bill would change straw regulations
NYT: In the Florida Panhandle, a Killing That Can't Be Real

laPol: ‘Most dominant’ ever? Byron Donalds’ campaign boasts $40M, massive polling leads
since launch


https://www.google.com/search?q=Rural+Counties+Day+2026&sca_esv=1f0bb9d93a692111&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&ei=r2lEaZ7GJ5eNwbkP7veLuA8&oq=rural+counties+day+2026&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiF3J1cmFsIGNvdW50aWVzIGRheSAyMDI2KgIIADIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGIkFGKIEMgUQABjvBUj-HFDZB1jfC3ABeACQAQCYAVygAacBqgEBMrgBAcgBAPgBAZgCAqACsQHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA5gDAIgGAZIHATKgB8MIsgcBMrgHsQHCBwUwLjEuMcgHB4AIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCSQFi0RjZo45QR_tQOuiZkEueu51dR-IoOXeFQsskwUPxAfPKeBdFuFG-xmGGZnHmyYKL1rx7E45VWOoZoCSX0Q2IfpV_lXNPOff1vxO7KpiZ5poUarK9ORCRd_tWwR8g&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi95vW9gsiRAxUERzABHVLGHXcQgK4QegQIARAB
https://floridaruraleda.org/rural-counties-day/
https://www.fl-counties.com/report-property-taxes/
https://www.flcities.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Fiscal-Structure-and-Revenue-Resilience-of-Florida-Municipalities.pdf
https://famu.zoom.us/j/95988284470?pwd=PmTjxtGInJ7ykg26vSvub7n4obmUfI.1
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/12/20/ethics-commission-polk-school-board-member-must-adjust-to-lobbying-ban/87843048007/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/19/gun-safety-groups-call-on-ben-albritton-to-block-lowering-age-to-buy-long-guns-to-18/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/19/gun-safety-groups-call-on-ben-albritton-to-block-lowering-age-to-buy-long-guns-to-18/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/12/19/broward-schools-chief-emergency-now-exists-for-troubled-construction-program/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/12/19/broward-schools-chief-emergency-now-exists-for-troubled-construction-program/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770471-jenn-bradley-straw-bill/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/20/us/danika-troy-killing-florida.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770327-most-dominant-ever-byron-donalds-campaign-boasts-40m-massive-polling-leads-since-launch/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770327-most-dominant-ever-byron-donalds-campaign-boasts-40m-massive-polling-leads-since-launch/

FlaPol: Miami Beach Commission censures Fabian Basabe, prompting heated exchange at
City Hall

Democrat: 'Transformational’ or a 'bad deal'? Reactions pour in on TMH sale to FSU
FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis' proposed budget changes how state funds cancer programs
FlaPol: Frustrated Ron DeSantis waits for Donald Trump to address college sports NIL issues
FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis gives state employees the gift of extra paid time off

FlaPol: Blaise Ingoglia calls for more stipulations to proposed local government spending
legislation

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis gives more grants to help rural infrastructure
FlaPol: Paul Renner launches Flagler County Leadership Committee
News-Press: Home builders support Florida law, SB180
PNJ: Some lawmakers look to declaw DeSantis in final year
Herald: Brown University shooting suspect lived in Miami, authorities say

Florida Phoenix: Nikki Fried slams proposal to allow the state to remove locally elected

officials

Sun-Sentinel: Florida CFO pitches standardizing budgets of cities and counties
Florida Phoenix: It's not getting any safer for Florida's bicyclists
Times: Proposed Tampa bike ordinance stirs concerns about racial profiling

FlaPol: Architect David Glenn Jr. to challenge Kathleen Peters for Pinellas County
Commission District 6

FlaPol: Personnel note: Kevin Jogerst named Government Affairs Advisor at GrayRobinson
FlaPol: Senator Geraldine F. Thompson Way to be unveiled Friday in Orlando
Ocala Star-Banner: Mary Sue Rich, longtime Ocala City Council member, has died at 85

FlaPol: UF's HiPerGator supercomputer ranked among best in the world

- ]
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26

2026
January 13 - 2026 Regular Session Begins
January 20 - Small County Coalition Legislative Reception
January 21 - FAC County Legislative Days
January 21-22 - Rural Counties Day 2026
January 28 - Small District Legislative Briefing
January 28-29 - FSBA Day in the Legislature
March 13 - Regular Session Ends
June 10-12 - FSBA Summer Meeting

June 11- Small District Breakfast — Summer Meeting


https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770402-miami-beach-commission-censures-fabian-basabe-prompting-heated-exchange-at-city-hall/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770402-miami-beach-commission-censures-fabian-basabe-prompting-heated-exchange-at-city-hall/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/12/19/transformational-or-a-bad-deal-reactions-pour-in-on-tmh-sale-to-fsu/87815710007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770304-gov-desantis-proposed-budget-changes-how-state-funds-cancer-programs/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770298-desantis-trump-portal-transfer/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/765924-gov-desantis-gives-state-employees-the-gift-of-extra-paid-time-off/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770338-blaise-ingoglia-calls-for-more-stipulations-to-proposed-local-government-spending-legislation/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770338-blaise-ingoglia-calls-for-more-stipulations-to-proposed-local-government-spending-legislation/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770339-ron-desantis-gives-more-grants-to-help-rural-infrastructure/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770410-paul-renner-launches-flagler-county-leadership-committee/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/state/2025/12/18/home-builders-join-defense-of-florida-law-sb-180/87829795007/
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/19/desantis-legislature-powers-florida/87669008007/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/crime/article313823019.html
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/18/nikki-fried-slams-proposal-to-allow-the-state-to-remove-locally-elected-officials/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/18/nikki-fried-slams-proposal-to-allow-the-state-to-remove-locally-elected-officials/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2025/12/18/florida-cfo-pitches-standardizing-budgets-of-cities-and-counties/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/19/its-not-getting-any-safer-for-floridas-bicyclists/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/tampa/2025/12/18/tampa-riverwalk-bayshore-bike-ordinance-biking-while-black/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770435-architect-david-glenn-jr-to-challenge-kathleen-peters-for-pinellas-county-commission-district-6/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770435-architect-david-glenn-jr-to-challenge-kathleen-peters-for-pinellas-county-commission-district-6/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770373-personnel-note-kevin-jogerst-named-government-affairs-advisor-at-grayrobinson/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770418-senator-geraldine-f-thompson-way-to-be-unveiled-friday-in-orlando/
https://www.ocala.com/story/news/local/2025/12/18/mary-sue-rich-longtime-ocala-elected-official-and-leader-has-died/87824704007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/770412-ufs-hipergator-supercomputer-ranked-among-best-in-the-world/

June 23-26 FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando
June 24 Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium. It is
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates. For Questions Email —
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com

If you want to see all of the latest briefings — you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or
www.ssdce.org and click on the red [ lfoutton



mailto:cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
mailto:%E2%80%93cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com
http://www.smallcountycoalition.org/
http://www.ssdcc.org/

