
 

 
 

The Briefing –Saturday - December 6, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Monday – December 1 , 2025 

 
Monday - Scheduled to attend Wakulla County BOCC Workshop on Impact of Property Tax Proposals  
Thursday – Scheduled to provide Legislative Briefing to the North Central Florida RPC in Lake City.  

   IN MEMORIAM - Maurice Perkins  

 
Maurice Perkins 

Suwannee County Commissioner  
The members of the Small County Coalition 

will miss his presence and kind spirit. 
 

We express deep sympathy to the family of Maurice Perkins and 
the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners at the 
passing of the Honorable Maurice Perkins, Commissioner District 
2.  Commissioner Perkins served on the Suwannee County 
Commissioner for three years from 2022 to 2025.Commissioner 
Perkins passed away on Wednesday, November 26, 2025 after a 
brief battle with cancer.    
His passing comes as a surprise to many who have witnessed 
Commissioner Perkins continue his service to the citizens of 
Suwannee County over the past months.  The first of two  services 
honoring Commissioner Perkins was held on Friday and a second 
service - Celebration of Life is scheduled for Sunday, December 
7, at 12:00 p.m.  This service will be centered around his family 
and church family; however, friends and staff are welcome to 
attend. 

Suwannee County Coliseum 
1302 11th Street SW 
Live Oak, FL 32064 

 
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  
 

College Football Conference Championship Playoff Schedule   
 

Four Property Tax Proposals Moving Forward in the House  

This past week four proposals to reduce property taxes moved forward.   The Florida Assocation of 
County has developed an estimated impact of each proposal, based on adopted estimates by the state. To 
view county-by-county analysis of the adopted impacts, click here.    

• HJR 201—Elimination of non-school homestead property taxes    
• $14 billion statewide first-year impact ($9 billion county share)    

• HJR 205—Non-school homestead elimination for seniors over 65+    

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/15/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://ykcn96bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fG46QPvjpbrt5ano4yK79IdoJv9GIziYQwi8JfLuMNRwMObwiNFF7wFrXktQ-3AUZpS9_cm-yeqOI6AsZb9955iqCJNlLd_SjLkaHl_jcDmcKs5KmwM0eif0CUVmlLrXlHstnYVEGS-HhfXCV_TBXZiQpvxijejlM8NJBUYYYLEu_4ZfNmj-KDA2tMg6Y5jEr4T7elG2uzvvsaEDYlPUSO7NK6NgEPC_RSEcAH9tfQs_4l7XSaoUSoa1OSMw23ziLwo3q6RJ3VeciS4k2vR0obdCZOxFA4JbnF2Dnc_lRNE=&c=FkfNWgz3Aj9B1A4aNFvP3ZsMqsT3hzxHFRQVWsG4UlYmZ5vR05lx4g==&ch=SNTcWS9HZkAcI2B8FH26aVn5hnBiZjrqgpHMbCG_9DWhMlFr-w2-Jg==
https://ykcn96bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fG46QPvjpbrt5ano4yK79IdoJv9GIziYQwi8JfLuMNRwMObwiNFF7x42GzZIB_5KGma4mjbtCLRBKNu81Rz1E_I5W8E9SO6YUmVrh7ljEqsLNTqgx4FT-KpcmeaL1BeaDAvOZhmlkHwjfDd0Gr6QsK6BMm2KKBPEnjgICMIncrgBgjZZbcICenzE1IP1XfDho4PX3WEBhTCBfoZ9rLTQhb0KU1oNlQaxzPknX6ajdAFPBeId8hOR-Q==&c=FkfNWgz3Aj9B1A4aNFvP3ZsMqsT3hzxHFRQVWsG4UlYmZ5vR05lx4g==&ch=SNTcWS9HZkAcI2B8FH26aVn5hnBiZjrqgpHMbCG_9DWhMlFr-w2-Jg==
https://ykcn96bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fG46QPvjpbrt5ano4yK79IdoJv9GIziYQwi8JfLuMNRwMObwiNFF7x42GzZIB_5KyBWCX0bzWop49ob6kko8Y949STAMw9GWJGi7UCrSAMRaG4uRUdYo0WqTKLLyt2_s9Z2GZccXdbzA6XKoaPxTA_p7Oe-2PB_n9su1XTllweDGPvEayFBZfKi80tqaDWZCFiJKEOKonDUBkxaqgrAQrSadBUkvip-ySeYzsqBwqMkjTmmO-I4XEQ==&c=FkfNWgz3Aj9B1A4aNFvP3ZsMqsT3hzxHFRQVWsG4UlYmZ5vR05lx4g==&ch=SNTcWS9HZkAcI2B8FH26aVn5hnBiZjrqgpHMbCG_9DWhMlFr-w2-Jg==


• $5.7 billion statewide first-year impact ($3.5 billion county share)   
• HJR 209—Additional 200,000 exemption for insured properties on non-school homestead value   

• $9.5 Billion first-year impact ($4 billion county share)  
• HJR 211—Eliminate Save-Our-Homes Portability Cap for non-school homestead    

• $43 million first-year impact ($27 million county share)   
Next Wednesday, HJR 209, will be heard during the Ways and Means Committee.  

 
Legislative Committees to convene next week for last round of 2025 pre-legislative meetings  

Senate Interim Committee Calendar for Week of  12/08/2025-12/12/2025 
House Interim Committee Calendar for Week of December 8-12, 2025 

 
RURAL RENAISSANCE PROPOSAL TO GET FAST TRACK IN SENATE  

SB250 is up in Senate Appropriations on Wednesday at 9:00 am, 412 Knott Building 
Entering his final regular session as president, Senator Albritton clearly wants to pass the “rural 
renaissance” plan that seeks to boost such things as health care, education, transportation and economic 
development in rural areas. As a sign of the issue’s importance, the Senate Appropriations Committee on 
Wednesday will take up the plan (SB 250) and ready it to go to the full Senate. 

Here’s information on the proposal -  
SB 250: Rural Communities - GENERAL BILL by Simon ; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Bradley 

Rural Communities; Requiring the state land planning agency to give preference for technical assistance funding to 
local governments located in a rural area of opportunity; revising the conditions required for a county to be 
considered a fiscally constrained county; creating the Office of Rural Prosperity within the Department of 
Commerce; requiring the Office of Rural Prosperity to administer the Renaissance Grants Program to provide block 
grants to eligible communities; creating the Public Infrastructure Smart Technology Grant Program within the 
Office of Rural Prosperity; creating the Florida Arterial Road Modernization Program within the Department of 
Transportation, etc. APPROPRIATION: $199,813,976 

On Committee agenda-- Appropriations, 12/10/25, 9:00 am, 412 Knott Building 
Bill Text: Web Page | PDFruralF 

 
 

Key Issues on the Committee Agenda  
Track Senate Bills at www.flsenate.gov 

Track House Bills at - https://www.flhouse.gov/ 
Tuesday, December 9 

• House Economic Infrastructure Subcommittee  - 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM (102 HOB)  
o Discussion on the Impact of Data Centers on Electric Utilities  

• Senate Regulated Industries - 1:00—3:00p.m., 412 Knott Bldg:  
o SB 288 (RI) by Senator Rodriguez—Rural Electric Cooperative 

• Senate Education Pre-K - 12: 3:30—5:30 p.m., 412 Knott Building:  
o SB 320 (ED) by Senator Simon—Administrative Efficiency in Public  Schools 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025 
• House Ways & Means Committee  - 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM (404 HOB)  

o CS/HJR 209 by Select Committee on Property Taxes, Busatta -- Property Insurance Relief 
Homestead Exemption of Non-school Property Tax  

o HB 227 by Maney -- Eligibility of Leasehold Interests for Homestead Exemptions  
• Senate Appropriations:, 9:00—11:00 a.m., 412 Knott Building:   

o SB 250 (AP) by Senator Simon—Rural Communities  

https://ykcn96bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fG46QPvjpbrt5ano4yK79IdoJv9GIziYQwi8JfLuMNRwMObwiNFF7x42GzZIB_5KZTv2F-M4bsabBD29SC9y8v5iOAFg1lfcUnLO0jTmdW6fOSaRl7iNhyKsOn17fnTHJY4nnCj1y4OLlHbhOyUFk2S3lygluRcnfSRJCK7nW14SIRYuhwLCZXEjnZ4ifNJPrXcVHTBrkjPqa2px5O1dO4PTQRrYPY-VomMLFoqa-rLnj4HUs3XDXQ==&c=FkfNWgz3Aj9B1A4aNFvP3ZsMqsT3hzxHFRQVWsG4UlYmZ5vR05lx4g==&ch=SNTcWS9HZkAcI2B8FH26aVn5hnBiZjrqgpHMbCG_9DWhMlFr-w2-Jg==
https://ykcn96bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fG46QPvjpbrt5ano4yK79IdoJv9GIziYQwi8JfLuMNRwMObwiNFF7x42GzZIB_5KugjsmN9yREcG7uxqZyO6suM1qkaiTmmEn0_nf0nSP7CVku72jKG12zHMRpcGOFq_KS4EQwl7GXeMAu3Xz6Lcfs31xiEZVQyBwAjNTRhYYhH2_EolS4kum5oarVRzRjrkRvV9UmgIQYDOHjeZ_-3DzfAw8Q9CrGfjH1_TtECBTMSh_qglYyUasQ==&c=FkfNWgz3Aj9B1A4aNFvP3ZsMqsT3hzxHFRQVWsG4UlYmZ5vR05lx4g==&ch=SNTcWS9HZkAcI2B8FH26aVn5hnBiZjrqgpHMbCG_9DWhMlFr-w2-Jg==
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Calendar/2026/Interim%20Calendars%202025-12-05%20125351.PDF
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Interim&CommitteeId=&Session=2026&DocumentType=Interim%20Calendars&FileName=Interim%20Calendar%20for%20Thursday,%20December%2011,%202025.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S3
https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/S6
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/250/BillText/Filed/HTML
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/250/BillText/Filed/PDF
http://www.flsenate.gov/
https://www.flhouse.gov/


o SB 318 (AP) by Senator Gaetz and others—Educational Scholarship Programs 
• House Select Committee on Congressional Redistricting -9:00 AM - 10:30 AM(102 HOB)  

o Presentation on Congressional Redistricting Law 
Thursday, December 11, 2025 

• House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM (17 HOB)  
o HB 267 by Stark, Berfield and others -- Local Housing Assistance Plans  
o HB 299 by Melo -- Blue Ribbon Projects  
o HB 481 by Booth -- Public Nuisance Abatement  
o HB 4013 by Botana -- Lee County  
o HB 4017 by Black -- Nassau County  
o HB 4019 by Cobb -- Compensation for Health Care Services for Inmates in Lake County  

• House Judiciary Committee - 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (404 HOB)  
o Consideration of HB 145 by McFarland -- Suits Against the Government 

Tune in on The Florida Channel  
 

SMALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS PREPARE FOR 2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION  
School Board members and Superintendent from Florida’s small districts met in Tampa this past Thursday to 
prepare for the upcoming legislative session and to formally adopt this year’s Small District Legislative 
Program.  The meeting was a joint meeting of the FSBA Small District Council and the Small School District 
Council Consortium.   Approximately 120 local officials were updated on the status of a variety of topics -including: 
Legislative leadership; upcoming events calendar; status of state revenue collection;  Local Revenue Comparisons 
(Data Sets on Value of Mill and Local Option Sales Tax).   Specific information was presented on the Outlook for 
Property Tax Proposals; the proposed Term Limit resolution; Improving the tracking of Students in the 
Choice/Voucher programs, and Issues relating to Schools of Hope.   

The following Legislative Program was adopted - 
 SSDCC 2026 Legislative Program - December 2025.docx 

 
SMALL COUNTY COALITION 2026 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

The following Legislative Program was adopted at a meeting of the Small County Coalition 
The Small County Coalition - 2026 Legislative Program - November 2025 

ON THE DOCKET THIS WEEK  
Florida lawmakers in the coming week will hold their final slate of committee and subcommittee meetings  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• ALBRITTON PRESS CONFERENCE -  Monday, 11 a.m. -  Senate President Ben Albritton, R-Wauchula, 
will hold a media availability, followed by a holiday lunch with reporters.  Location: Senate president’s 
office, the Capitol. 

• ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES  -  Monday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Joint Administrative Procedures 
Committee will take up issues related to agencies including the Agency for Health Care Administration, the 
Department of Management Services, the Department of Business and Professional Regulation and the 
Department of Health.  Location: 412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• PUBLIC COUNSEL  -  Monday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Joint Committee on Public Counsel Oversight will 
receive a presentation from state Public Counsel Walt Trierweiler, whose agency represents consumers in 
utility issues.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• MIAMI BEACH, DAYTONA BEACH  -  Monday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Joint Legislative Auditing Committee 
will consider requests for audits of Miami Beach and Daytona Beach.  Location: Reed Hall, House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=the+florida+channel&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgBEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkyMTkwajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVYWlMtGqg8E&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQDZyK4MZlomS7_Bi5pwUb9QASKYjDca20mDZ8wTaI-wvD8?e=spBchL
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQB8Be3PLmyXSZxaJOoMRloGAVVjK2c-pT1YJNBBGsIz4_M?e=AMQhKE


— Also: 
• TRANSPORTATION  -  Monday, 2 p.m. -  The Florida Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged 

will meet.  Location: Florida Department of Transportation, Barry Building, 3185 South Blairstone Road, 
Tallahassee. Call-in number: 850-739-5589. Code: 336109083 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• LAWMAKERS VISIT STATE FOREST -  Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. -  The House Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Budget Subcommittee will visit Lake Talquin State Forest.  Location: Lawmakers will gather in 
314 House Office Building before leaving the Capitol. 

• DATA CENTERS  -  Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. -  The House Economic Infrastructure Subcommittee will hold a 
discussion about the impact of data centers on electric utilities.  Location: Reed Hall, House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• AI WORKFORCE ISSUES  -  Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. -  The House Careers & Workforce Subcommittee will 
hold a discussion titled, “Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Work: Opportunities, Challenges, and 
Workforce Readiness.”Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• STATE AGENCIES AND AI  -  Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. -  The House Information Technology Budget & 
Policy Subcommittee will hold a panel discussion about the use of artificial intelligence in state 
agencies.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CRIME VICTIMS  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Senate Criminal Justice Committee will consider a bill (SB 
350), filed by Sen. Erin Grall, R-Vero Beach, that would expand a public-records exemption for crime 
victims.  Location: 37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• MEDICAL ORDERS  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Senate Health Policy Committee will consider a bill (SB 
312), filed by Sen. Ana Maria Rodriguez, R-Homestead, that would authorize what are known as “patient-
directed medical orders.”Location: 412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• DOMESTIC SECURITY  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The Senate Military and Veterans Affairs, Space and 
Domestic Security Committee will receive presentations from the Florida Sheriffs Association and the 
Florida Police Chiefs Association about domestic security.  Location: 301 Senate Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• AI IN LEGAL SYSTEM  -  Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Civil Justice & Claims Subcommittee will 
receive a presentation from The Florida Bar about the impact of artificial intelligence on the practice of 
law.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• MEDICAL MARIJUANA  -  Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Health Professions & Programs 
Subcommittee will receive a briefing about medical marijuana research.  Location: Reed Hall, House 
Office Building, the Capitol. 

• INSURANCE CLAIMS  -  Tuesday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Insurance & Banking Subcommittee will 
take up a bill (HB 527), filed by Rep. Hillary Cassel, R-Dania Beach, that would require humans to be 
involved in making the decisions when insurance claims are denied.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• PSC REVAMP SOUGHT -  Tuesday, 1 p.m. -  The Senate Regulated Industries Committee will consider a 
proposal (SB 126), filed by Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, that would make changes at the Florida Public 
Service Commission, including expanding the utility-regulatory panel from five to seven 
members.  Location: 412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• PORTS  -  Tuesday, 1 p.m. -  The Senate Transportation Committee will hold a discussion about port 
infrastructure and funding.  Location: 37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  -  Tuesday, 3 p.m. -  The House Natural Resources & Disasters 
Subcommittee will hold a panel discussion about the use of artificial intelligence in emergency 
management.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 



• TUITION AND FEES  -  Tuesday, 3 p.m. -  The House Education Budget Subcommittee will receive an 
overview of state university system tuition and fee policies.  Location: Reed Hall, House Office Building, 
the Capitol. 

• PROFESSIONAL GUARDIANS  -  Tuesday, 3 p.m. -  The House Human Services Subcommittee will 
hold a discussion about issues involving professional guardians.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• SCHOOL READINESS  -  Tuesday, 3 p.m. -  The House PreK-12 Budget Subcommittee will receive an 
update on the School Readiness Plus Program.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• HOUSING SUPPLY  -  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Senate Community Affairs Committee will hold a 
discussion about housing supply challenges and strategies.  Location: 37 Senate Office Building, the 
Capitol. 

• SCHOOL REGULATIONS  -  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Senate Education Pre-K-12 Committee will take 
up a bill (SB 320), filed by Chairman Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, that seeks to reduce regulations on 
public schools.  Location: 412 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• CORAL REEF RESTORATION  -  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The Senate Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee will receive presentations about coral reef restoration.  Location: 110 Senate Office Building, 
the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• SPECIAL ELECTIONS -  Tuesday, polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. -  Special elections will be 

held in Senate District 11, which is made up of Citrus, Hernando, Sumter and part of Pasco counties, and 
House District 90 in Palm Beach County. The special elections were called after former Sen. Blaise 
Ingoglia, R-Spring Hill, was appointed lieutenant governor and after Rep. Joe Casello, D-Boynton Beach, 
died. 

• SUWANNEE WATER BOARD  -  Tuesday, 9 a.m. -  The Suwannee River Water Management District 
Governing Board will meet.  Location: Suwannee River Water Management District, 9225 County Road 
49, Live Oak. 

• ST. JOHNS WATER BOARD  -  Tuesday, 10 a.m. -  The St. Johns River Water Management District 
Governing Board will meet.  Location: St. Johns River Water Management District, 4049 Reid St., Palatka. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• PROPERTY TAX PROPOSAL  -  Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. -  The House Ways & Means Committee will 
consider a proposed constitutional amendment (HJR 209), sponsored by Rep. Demi Busatta, R-Coral 
Gables, that would increase the homestead property-tax exemption for homeowners who have property 
insurance.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• ‘RURAL RENAISSANCE’  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Senate Appropriations Committee will take up a 
bill (SB 250), filed by Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, that is designed to boost such things as health 
care, education, transportation and economic development in rural areas. The proposal — dubbed the “rural 
renaissance” bill — is a priority of Senate President Ben Albritton, R-Wauchula.  Location: 412 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The House Select Committee on 
Congressional Redistricting will receive a presentation on redistricting law.  Location: Reed Hall, House 
Office Building, the Capitol. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS  -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. -  The Senate Commerce and Tourism 
Committee will consider a proposal (SB 216), filed by Sen. Stan McClain, R-Ocala, that would make 
changes related to verifying people’s eligibility for unemployment compensation benefits.  Location: 110 
Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CONFIRMATION HEARINGS -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. -  The Senate Ethics and Elections Committee 
will hold confirmation hearings for Department of Juvenile Justice Secretary Matthew Walsh, numerous 



college and university trustees and members of boards such as the Florida Citrus Commission.  Location: 
37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol. 

• WOMEN’S HEALTH  -  Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. -  Sen. Barbara Sharief, D-Davie, and Rep. Yvonne 
Hinson, D-Gainesville, will hold a news conference to discuss bills (SB 190 and HB 161) about the effects 
of perimenopause and menopause on women’s health.  Location: Fourth floor, the Capitol. 

• AI IN EDUCATION  -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The House Education Administration Subcommittee will 
hold a discussion about artificial intelligence in the education system.  Location: Reed Hall, House Office 
Building, the Capitol. 

• MATERNAL HEALTH  -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The House Health Care Facilities & Systems 
Subcommittee will receive a presentation from the Agency for Health Care Administration about Medicaid 
managed care outcomes and quality measures related to maternal health and infant mortality.  Location: 
404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• REVENUE AGENCY DISCUSSES AI -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The House State Administration Budget 
Subcommittee will receive an update from the Department of Revenue about the use of artificial 
intelligence.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SPACE, TOURISM AGENCIES  -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The House Transportation & Economic 
Development Budget Subcommittee will receive presentations from Space Florida and Visit 
Florida.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AI IN AGRICULTURE  -  Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The House Housing, Agriculture & Tourism 
Subcommittee will hold a discussion about artificial intelligence in the agriculture industry.  Location: 
Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• CRIMINAL JUSTICE TECHNOLOGY  -  Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The House Justice Budget 
Subcommittee will receive an update about artificial intelligence technologies used by criminal justice 
agencies.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• ‘ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WAVE’  -  Wednesday, 3:30 p.m. -  The House Student Academic 
Success Subcommittee will hold a discussion titled, “Navigating the Artificial Intelligence Wave: Student 
Centered K-20 Policy on Usage, Privacy, Parental Rights and Guardrails.”Location: Reed Hall, House 
Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• COMMUNITIES TRUST BOARD  -  Wednesday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Communities Trust Governing 

Board will meet.  Location: Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee. 

• CENTRAL FLORIDA COUNCIL  -  Wednesday, 10 a.m. -  The Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council will meet.  Location: Polk County History Center; 100 East Main St., Bartow. 

• NORTHWEST WATER BOARD  -  Wednesday, 1 p.m. -  The Northwest Florida Water Management 
District Governing Board will meet.  Location: Northwest Florida Water Management District, 81 Water 
Management Dr., Havana. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• HEALTH AGENCY AI  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Health Care Budget Subcommittee will discuss 
the Department of Health’s use of artificial intelligence.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AI IN BUSINESSES  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Industries & Professional Activities Subcommittee 
will hold a panel discussion about the use of artificial intelligence by businesses.  Location: 212 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• TRANSPORTATION CONCURRENCY  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Intergovernmental Affairs 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 97), filed by Rep. J.J. Grow, R-Inverness, that would make 
changes related to transportation concurrency.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 



• E-VERIFY EXPANSION -  Thursday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Commerce Committee will take up a bill 
(HB 197), filed by Rep. Berny Jacques, R-Seminole, and Rep. Kiyan Michael, R-Jacksonville, that would 
require all private employers to use the federal E-Verify system to check the immigration status of newly 
hired workers. Current law requires use of the system by private employers with 25 or more 
workers.  Location: 212 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• HHS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  -  Thursday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Health & Human Services 
Committee will hold a panel discussion about artificial intelligence in health and human services 
programs.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY LIMITS TEED UP -  Thursday, 3 p.m. -  The House Judiciary Committee will 
take up a bill (HB 145), filed by Rep. Fiona McFarland, R-Sarasota, that would revamp the state’s 
sovereign-immunity laws and lead to cities, counties and other government agencies paying more in 
lawsuits over people getting injured.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• SOUTH FLORIDA WATER BOARD  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The South Florida Water Management 

District Governing Board will meet.  Location: South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club 
Road, West Palm Beach. https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-
xQ#/registration 

• UNCLAIMED PROPERTY  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will analyze issues 
related to unclaimed property.  Location: 117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• UWF TRUSTEES -  Thursday, 9 a.m. Central time. -  The University of West Florida Board of Trustees 
will meet.  Location: UWF Conference Center, 11000 University Parkway, 
Pensacola. https://uwf.zoom.us/j/83812431655?pwd=b2gISEaeCTwcbS3x1IfI9lT5mv65rh.1. Call-in 
number: 1-305-224-1968. Webinar ID: 83812431655. Code: 021448 

• USF TRUSTEES -  Thursday, 9:30 a.m. -  The University of South Florida Board of Trustees will 
meet.  Location: University of South Florida, Traditions Hall, Tampa. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT REPORT RELEASED -  Thursday, 10 a.m. -  The Florida Department of Commerce 
will release a revised unemployment report for August and September. 

• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS -  Thursday, 11 a.m. -  The Florida Supreme Court is 
scheduled to release opinions. 

• LAND ISSUES  -  Thursday, 1 p.m. -  The state Acquisition and Restoration Council, which works on land 
conservation issues, is scheduled to hold a public hearing.  Location: Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee. 

• NORTH CENTRAL COUNCIL  -  Thursday, 7 p.m. -  The North Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council is scheduled to meet.  Location: Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 213 S.W. Commerce Blvd., Lake 
City. Call-in number: 1-877-309-2073. Code: 356302093 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 
• UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  -  Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The state university system’s Board of Governors will 

meet and will consider the confirmation of Moez Limayem to become president of the University of South 
Florida.  Location: https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#s
uccess 

• HOUSING FINANCE BOARD  -  Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The Florida Housing Finance Corp. Board of 
Directors will meet.  Location: Hyatt Regency Orlando International Airport, 9300 Jeff Fuqua Blvd., 
Orlando. 

• IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Department of Health will hold a 
workshop about proposed changes to immunization requirements for schoolchildren.  Location; Hyatt Place 
Panama City Beach, 15727 Front Beach Road, Panama City Beach. 

https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-xQ#/registration
https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-xQ#/registration
https://uwf.zoom.us/j/83812431655?pwd=b2gISEaeCTwcbS3x1IfI9lT5mv65rh.1.
https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#success
https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#success


• ‘IMPACT’ CONFERENCE HELD -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will hold an 
‘impact’ conference, which involves estimating potential costs of legislation.  Location: 117 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• LAND ISSUES  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The state Acquisition and Restoration Council, which works on land 
conservation issues, is scheduled to meet.  Location: Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee. 

• REFUGEE ISSUES  -  Friday, 10 a.m. -  The Miami-Dade Refugee Task Force will meet.  Location: 
Information at https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-
task-force-meeting-1 

• FSDB TRUSTEES -  Friday, 11:15 a.m. -  The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind Board of Trustees 
will meet.  Location: Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, Moore Hall, 207 San Marco Ave., St. 
Augustine. www.fsdbk12.org 

• NATIONAL ECONOMY  -  Friday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Economic Estimating Conference will discuss the 
national economy.  Location: 117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 

2025 
December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 
January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

  
 
  

 
 
 

Headlines Around The State 
Times: Florida education commissioner booed at Tampa school board conference 

FlaPol: 'Hands full': Ron DeSantis again downplays interest in a second presidential run 

Sun-Sentinel: Palm Beach County officials question Florida CFO's overspending accusations 

Sun-Sentinel: Broward, Palm Beach reject nearly all charter school requests to share space 

FlaPol: Ash Marwah, Ralph Massullo battle for SD 11 Special Election 

FlaPol: Share the wealth: Governor’s budget will propose state replacing property tax revenue for rural counties 

FlaPol: Miles Davis tapped to lead School Board organizing workshop at national LGBTQ conference 

FlaPol: Florida delegation warns Donald Trump against new offshore drilling plan 

AP: Florida kicks off first black bear hunt in a decade, despite pushback 

FlaPol: Kevin Steele seeks insight from conservative leaders at Rick Scott-led summit 

Politico: Florida House barrels ahead on redistricting despite DeSantis' proposed timeline 

NYT: Remapping Florida Could Be Huge for Republicans. But Some Aren't in a Rush. 

https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-task-force-meeting-1
https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-task-force-meeting-1
http://www.fsdbk12.org/
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/12/04/florida-education-commissioner-booed-tampa-school-board-conference/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768457-hands-full-ron-desantis-again-downplays-interest-in-a-second-presidential-run/
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https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768564-ash-marwah-ralph-massullo-battle-for-sd-11-special-election/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768195-desantis-rural-tax-budget/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768550-miles-davis-tapped-to-lead-school-board-organizing-workshop-at-national-lgbtq-conference/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768501-florida-delegation-warns-donald-trump-against-new-offshore-drilling-plan/
https://apnews.com/article/black-bear-hunt-florida-e06a314aa31ba84082c04b1731518c22
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768554-kevin-steele-seeks-insight-from-conservative-leaders-at-rick-scott-led-summit/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/04/florida-house-barrels-ahead-on-redistricting-despite-desantis-proposed-timeline-00677841
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/04/us/florida-redistricting-republicans.html


Florida Phoenix: FL House redistricting chair says it would be ‘irresponsible’ to wait until after session 

FlaPol: Florida House explores congressional redistricting as Senate waits for Governor's guidance 

FlaPol: Blaise Ingoglia warns that tort reform could be repealed, turns heat on schools 

FlaPol: Alex Andrade questions state agency's repayment in Hope Florida scandal 

FlaPol: Holiday hiring drives sharp drop in Florida first-time unemployment claims 

WLRN: Early voting begins in contentious Miami mayor race 

FlaPol: Blaise Ingoglia rips Palm Beach County spending in latest round of scrutinizing municipal budgets 

FlaPol: Byron Donalds sees space, finance sectors growing under his watch as Governor 

FlaPol: Randy Fine warns that antisemitism must be excised from Republican politics 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis proposes AI bill of rights to counter ‘age of darkness and deceit’ 

FlaPol: Bait-and-switch? Ron DeSantis skips Jay Collins telephone town hall, raising more questions about lack 
of support 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis doesn’t have new congressional map ready yet. But he could be ‘forced’ to craft one 

AP: Florida starts redistricting talks in a growing battle for House control in 2026 elections 

The Capitolist: Democrats Propose Independent Redistricting Panels as Albritton Says No Senate Map Work 
Underway 

FlaPol: ‘Big warning sign’: Ron DeSantis says GOP could lose ground in Congress, Florida House after narrow 
win in Tennessee Special Election 

Floridian: Aaron Bean Pushes TRACE Act to Expose Foreign Influence in Schools 

Times: UF's presidential salary has exploded in the last 20 years. Here's why. 

Democrat: McCullough declares FSU ‘unconquered’ amid year of turmoil, triumph 

Floridian: Florida's Safety Net Hospitals Lead in Newly Trained Doctors 

FlaPol: Florida Chamber 2020 census study says state missed $11.4B in federal funding due to miscount 

Today: Police devices are recording us. Database shows where in Florida 

News-Press: These invasive Florida lizards are the biggest, most dangerous in US 

Today: Students start Turning Point USA club at Eastern Florida State College 

FlaPol: Ben Albritton says there’s ‘no ongoing work’ in Senate regarding mid-decade redistricting 

News4JAX: Florida CFO announces new legislative package aimed at combatting illegal immigration 

The Capitolist: David Jolly, Gwen Graham Team Up for St. Petersburg Town Hall on Affordability 

Democrat: Gallop Franklin II aims to lead Democrats in Florida House 

WUSF: DeSantis pledges $112 million for water projects and fighting red tide 

Times: DeSantis defends pricey $83M purchase of 4 acres in Panhandle 

Times: Why is the state involved in a dispute between Scientology and Clearwater? 

WUSF: Florida House panel passes bill that could lead to agencies paying more money in negligence lawsuits 

FlaPol: Chase Tramont doesn't want Florida schools marking down students based on faith 
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https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767946-ai-bill-rights-desantis/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768184-bait-and-switch-ron-desantis-skips-jay-collins-telephone-town-hall-raising-more-questions-about-lack-of-support/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768184-bait-and-switch-ron-desantis-skips-jay-collins-telephone-town-hall-raising-more-questions-about-lack-of-support/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767934-desantis-redistricting-map/
https://apnews.com/article/florida-redistricting-congress-trump-0ed1cc98d7aa3de46653dee5b5d4cea0
https://thecapitolist.com/democrats-propose-independent-redistricting-panels-as-albritton-says-no-senate-map-work-underway/
https://thecapitolist.com/democrats-propose-independent-redistricting-panels-as-albritton-says-no-senate-map-work-underway/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767960-ron-desantis-big-warning-sign/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767960-ron-desantis-big-warning-sign/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/12/aaron-bean-pushes-trace-act-to-expose-foreign-influence-in-schools/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/12/04/ufs-presidential-salary-has-exploded-last-20-years-heres-why/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/fsu-news/2025/12/04/fsu-president-on-football-coach-norvell-hospital-deal-shooting/87569794007/
https://floridianpress.com/2025/12/floridas-safety-net-hospitals-lead-in-newly-trained-doctors/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768038-florida-chamber-2020-census-study-says-state-missed-11-4b-in-federal-funding-due-to-miscount/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2025/12/03/florida-police-surveillance-law-enforcement-facial-recognition/87569848007/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/environment/2025/12/03/nile-monitor-lizards-florida-invasive-species/87574060007/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/education/2025/12/04/turning-point-usa-club-launches-at-eastern-florida-state-college/86630513007/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768119-ben-albritton-says-theres-no-ongoing-work-in-senate-regarding-mid-decade-redistricting/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/12/03/florida-cfo-announces-new-legislative-package-aimed-at-combatting-illegal-immigration/
https://thecapitolist.com/david-jolly-gwen-graham-team-up-for-st-petersburg-town-hall-on-affordability/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2025/12/04/gallop-franklin-ii-pursues-path-to-florida-house-leadership-role/87556169007/
https://www.wusf.org/environment/2025-12-04/desantis-pledges-112-million-water-projects-fighting-red-tide
https://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/2025/12/03/ron-desantis-destin-property-purchase/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/clearwater/2025/12/03/church-of-scientology-attorney-general-james-uthmeier-clearwater/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-12-04/florida-house-panel-passes-bill-could-lead-agencies-paying-more-money-negligence-lawsuits
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/767938-chase-tramont-doesnt-want-florida-schools-marking-down-students-based-on-faith/


FlaPol: Flamingo bill gets new wings as House panel backs state bird swap 

FlaPol: James Buchanan powers into Senate race with football-themed ad on grit and quiet work 

FlaPol: Should Florida get rid of its yellow license plate tags? Miami-Dade's Tax Collector says yes 

 
 

The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 
cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 

The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It is 
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 
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