
 

 
 

The Briefing –Thursday - December 11, 2025 
The Last Briefing –Monday - December 8, 2025 

 
Tonight  – Scheduled to provide Legislative Briefing to the North Central Florida RPC in Lake City.  

                                                  
What’s the weather outlook? 

10-Day Weather Forecast for Tallahassee, FL – The Weather Channel |  
 

College Football Bowl and Playoff Schedule  
Governor DeSantis’ Budget Proposal for 26-27 

The following documents were released with the Governor’s Budget Proposal  
All blue documents listed are active links that can be word searched 

 
Budget Recommendations for Fiscal Year 2026-27 Bill Format 

Initials search – indicates a fairly status quo budget - 
Fiscally Constrained Programs Funded  

Regional Ed. Consortia – Funded at current level  
Special Facility Construction Projects are recommended 

Small County Road Programs are funded  
Supplemental and Emergency Distribution funded  

FRDAP and Trails funded  
 

Education FEFP Funding Overview  - Summary Report 
 

Budget Reports and Overview Documents  
• Overview, Debt Reduction, and Reserves 
• DeSantis One-Pager: Floridians First FY 2026-27 Budget Proposal 

Presentations 
• Education  

• School Readiness Program Reimbursement Rates 
• Conserving Florida's Environment & Natural Resources 
• Transportation, Infrastructure, & Emergency Management 
• Investing in a Healthier Florida 
• Florida is a Law & Order State 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/61df9d33bcacc81d213775c3a9768f01c167d338c6cf8b43cd53d9b65f009e12
https://www.espn.com/college-football/schedule/_/week/15/year/2025/seasontype/2
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136980
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Education%20Funding%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136981
https://static-lobbytools.s3.amazonaws.com/bills/2026/event_docs/6/MISC_94130_DeSantisOne-PagerFloridiansFirstFY2026-27Bu_20251210_11_1C7CCD7B7120BAAFF9C33D991EF23C37.png
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136982
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/School%20Readiness%20Program%20Reimbursement%20Rates%20Fiscal%20Year%202026-2027.pdf
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136983
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136984
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136985
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136986


• Investing in Florida's Military 
Other Reports  

• Fixed Capital Outlay Recap 
• Nonrecurring Operating Appropriations Report  

Implementing and Conforming Legislation 
• Statewide 

• Florida Retirement System 
• Taxation 
• Prohibited Expenditures 
• Implementing the 2026-2027 General Appropriations Act 

• Education 
• Fee Waivers 
• Higher Education 
• Florida School Recognition Program 
• School Choice 
• School Safety 

• Health and Human Services 
• Casey DeSantis Cancer Innovation, Care, and Research Program 

• Criminal Justice and Corrections 
• Judicial Certifications 
• Terminate Mediation and Arbitration Trust Fund 

• Natural Resources/Environment/Growth Management/Transportation 
• Natural Resources 
• Department of State 
• Florida Hometown Hero Program 
• Florida Law Enforcement Recruitment Bonus Payment Program 
• Terminate Federal Emergency Management Program Support Trust Fund 
• Transportation 

• General Government 
• Department of Revenue Delivery Notice 
• Indian Gaming Revenue Clearing Trust Fund 
• Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System 
• Clerks of Court Trust Fund 

 
Rural Renaissance Moves Through Senate Committee 

Staff Analysis of Rural Renaissance Bill SB 250  
The  Senate Appropriation committee unanimously approved the “rural renaissance” bill, setting 
it up to go to the full Senate during the first week of the 2026 legislative session. The bill (SB 
250), sponsored by Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahassee, is a priority of Senate President Ben 
Albritton, R-Wauchula. It is aimed at boosting such things as health care, education, 
transportation and economic development in rural areas.  
 

SB 318 Bill Reforming State Scholarship Programs Passes Senate Approps 
Staff Analysis of SB 318 Restructuring Oversight of Florida Voucher Programs  

https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136987
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136988
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136989
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136990
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136991
https://apps.lobbytools.com/get_doc/136992
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/GBR2627%20Implementing%20the%202026-2027%20General%20Appropriations%20Act
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Fee%20Waivers.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Higher%20Education.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Florida%20School%20Recognition%20Program.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/School%20Choice.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/School%20Safety.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Casey%20DeSantis%20Cancer%20Innovation.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Judicial%20Certifications.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Terminate%20Mediation%20and%20Arbitration%20Trust%20Fund.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Natural%20Resources.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Department%20of%20State.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Florida%20Hometown%20Hero%20Program.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Florida%20Law%20Enforcement%20Recruitment%20Bonus%20Payment%20Program.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/TerminateFederalEmergencyManagementProgramSupportTrustFund.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Transportation.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Department%20of%20Revenue%20Delivery%20Notice.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Indian%20Gaming%20Revenue%20Clearing%20Trust%20Fund.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Statewide%20Law%20Enforcement%20Radio%20System.pdf
http://focusonfiscalresponsibility.com/content/Current/reports/Clerks%20of%20Court%20Trust%20Fund.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/250/Analyses/2026s00250.pre.ap.PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/318/Analyses/2026s00318.pre.ap.PDF


The Senate Appropriations Committee unanimously approved SB 318 revising how Florida runs school 
choice programs.  The bill is intended to ensure state funding is following students. The bill opens a 
bidding process for organizations to administer those scholarships in what could be a notable shake-up; 
one nonprofit, the influential Step Up for Students, is currently responsible for 99 percent of voucher 
students.  The Senate proposal is a response to a list of faults in Florida’s school choice operation that 
were recently unveiled by state auditors, who found an “absence of clear accountability” over education 
spending. 

 
'Blue Ribbon' developments — HB 229 Preempts Projects from Zoning or Local Approval 

Staff Analysis of HB 299 
This morning the House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee will take up HB 299 that would exempt 
10,000-acre and larger construction projects from local rezoning and public hearings.  The bill designates 
"blue ribbon" projects with more than 10,000 acres for administrative approval if they conserved at least 
60 percent of the property.  The remaining 40 percent could be designated for commercial and residential 
construction while receiving administrative approval without public hearings or votes by local elected 
officials. No land-use or zoning changes would be required. 
 

Senate Education PreK-12 Moves SB 320 -Administrative Efficiency in Public Schools 
Staff Analysis for SB 320  

SB 320 streamlines administrative processes for school districts by reducing regulations, increasing 
flexibility in policymaking, and enhancing financial and facilities management. The bill is a lenghthy 
proposal that includes modifications relating to: • Assessment and accountability• Instructional personnel• 
School district operations • School district facilities• School district finance and budgets and • Early 
learning. 
 

Sovereign Immunity Proposal – HB 145 – Up today 
Staff Analysis of HB 145 

HB 145 increases the caps on the recovery of awards against a governmental entity. For a claim that 
accrues between October 1, 2026, and September 30, 2031, the cap is increased to $500,000 per person 
from $200,000 and the cap for multiple claims or judgments arising out of the same incident is increased 
to $1,000,000 from $300,000. For claims accruing on or after October 1, 2031, the limits are raised to 
$600,000 and $1,200,000, respectively. The limitations of liability in effect on the date the claim accrues 
apply to the claim. The bill permits a subdivision of the state to settle a claim or judgment in excess of the 
caps without requiring the subdivision to seek further action by the Legislature. The bill prohibits an 
insurance policy, beginning October 1, 2026, from conditioning the payment of benefits or the coverage 
of liability on the enactment of a claim bill. The bill will have a significant negative fiscal impact on state 
and local governments. 
 
 

 
Calendars for Legislative Committees  

Senate Interim Committee Calendar for Week of  12/08/2025-12/12/2025 
House Interim Committee Calendar for Week of December 8-12, 2025 

 

https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyUpgkkX7e7hGXm2I3678yaySBOPS-2B-2FRv-2FmBIUo7hTxDmwY-2B4qx-2B48FSqrXf7g3iPT8qBKKVw8NBIxhaHEQo-2F9i95tHCgyDPT6NHTv3ruoi1BR6qvMh-2FA8TXavphWWeJGeA-3D-3DCcKN_mLtjT1iv7tNaR-2B6pY9r0M9AiUukBKA3T6o9j7lbiK-2BtaGU8CfIgbDnzK068-2BcmXSu3b5KNzEXsafAybvJ7B00Z1RXg7KRTFiUg0GIe2KZ-2Bp9ZU05ejKYxlHjIvF-2FkfdnRR41L8Zdq1XeketFIWEZ4DBxKYMn4M7Bo2i62KSUQ2re1PFP6yXMiUgA5qI2AnoPko125Pj8f-2BENg3sWy-2BQmNFcVr6AJPttCJubD-2Bh-2BIiFLgsK-2B-2FG0aHfKQxCuWsF6u6Pa-2FZPpSMry8G23VESthTWhWRBBqpKbAIT8j7FeyBap2OG-2FzEgBMi2-2BVyG-2BzCvmo5OSOzGCDqys9XWG-2FkvqbOrXhZaZ1titwld3uxas1goPJWdFidAHbPQCDQ-2FOuFEQBlchZMBh80Y9T0va7tjQOtvXWhRpYa35cyjixRO-2FQErRzlmoqutmfxpJno44-2BU0Ym5zFZp-2FRLc-2BiLh-2FO-2FD9Hyu2-2F5EKsKYcGZn3tSVkPDZpeXPHSd8Ub-2BheymrilhHg-2BqpBk-2BhaWrrQMLNw0B3WZOGlx49loJ76j2yFD8o6lnwKuc-3D
https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyasVlxItr2fdP9GFDpe8m4oi88lXFGXei52n966MomgQSrkIYH-2F9iRlzJJ-2FvMbVXjH6NloPACsJqMxxEqs-2FJzbzdBBhABE1VwOlKcj3fxIqKpGkqKl6zR3a-2F8EFZ31f1khi6AtcBo4j4-2F5Qw-2F48BUbj9NyiQqGcXL5Nj0dh08MiFzOWY7psimH2r-2BeZb-2FEPWLi4t8FRD5HTq6OEV9eZ9avc-3DryTU_mLtjT1iv7tNaR-2B6pY9r0M9AiUukBKA3T6o9j7lbiK-2BtaGU8CfIgbDnzK068-2BcmXSu3b5KNzEXsafAybvJ7B00Z1RXg7KRTFiUg0GIe2KZ-2Bp9ZU05ejKYxlHjIvF-2FkfdnRR41L8Zdq1XeketFIWEZ4DBxKYMn4M7Bo2i62KSUQ2re1PFP6yXMiUgA5qI2AnoPko125Pj8f-2BENg3sWy-2BQmNFcVr6AJPttCJubD-2Bh-2BIiFLgsK-2B-2FG0aHfKQxCuWsF6u6Pa-2FZPpSMry8G23VESthTWhWRBBqpKbAIT8j7FeyBap2OG-2FzEgBMi2-2BVyG-2BzCvmo5OSOzGCDqys9XWG-2FkvqbOrXhZaZ1titwld3uxas1goPJWdFidAHbPQCDQ-2FOuFEQBlchZMBh80Y9T0va7tjQOtvQw0-2FEIPui1ofTLVqlFKLCfe4C6oU7IuLA2o71-2F44DdWj1wDfVSI5I-2FqPDLAIudMAbms8mn1FQEYt-2FNMS53M8bea7TmWYeGsHY45kVA-2FM847w12GaiW1gBFnEY9GLt-2FHZwAiM4mMm-2BRqqsjRLPXDOF4-3D
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=h0299.IAS.DOCX&DocumentType=Analysis&BillNumber=299&Session=2026
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2026/320/Analyses/2026s00320.ed.PDF
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=h0145d.JDC.DOCX&DocumentType=Analysis&BillNumber=145&Session=2026
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Calendar/2026/Interim%20Calendars%202025-12-05%20125351.PDF
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?PublicationType=Interim&CommitteeId=&Session=2026&DocumentType=Interim%20Calendars&FileName=Interim%20Calendar%20for%20Thursday,%20December%2011,%202025.pdf


Key Issues on the Wednesday Agenda  
Track Senate Bills at www.flsenate.gov 

Track House Bills at - https://www.flhouse.gov/ 
Thursday, December 11, 2025 

• House Intergovernmental Affairs Subcommittee - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM (17 HOB)  
o HB 267 by Stark, Berfield and others -- Local Housing Assistance Plans  
o HB 299 by Melo -- Blue Ribbon Projects  
o HB 481 by Booth -- Public Nuisance Abatement  
o HB 4013 by Botana -- Lee County  
o HB 4017 by Black -- Nassau County  
o HB 4019 by Cobb -- Compensation for Health Care Services for Inmates in Lake County  

• House Judiciary Committee - 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (404 HOB)  
o Consideration of HB 145 by McFarland -- Suits Against the Government 

Tune in on The Florida Channel  
 

The following Legislative Programs have been adopted - 
 SSDCC 2026 Legislative Program - December 2025.docx 

The Small County Coalition - 2026 Legislative Program - November 2025 
ON THE DOCKET THIS WEEK  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 
— Legislature: 

• HEALTH AGENCY AI  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Health Care Budget Subcommittee will discuss 
the Department of Health’s use of artificial intelligence.  Location: 314 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• AI IN BUSINESSES  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Industries & Professional Activities Subcommittee 
will hold a panel discussion about the use of artificial intelligence by businesses.  Location: 212 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• TRANSPORTATION CONCURRENCY  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The House Intergovernmental Affairs 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (HB 97), filed by Rep. J.J. Grow, R-Inverness, that would make 
changes related to transportation concurrency.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• E-VERIFY EXPANSION -  Thursday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Commerce Committee will take up a bill 
(HB 197), filed by Rep. Berny Jacques, R-Seminole, and Rep. Kiyan Michael, R-Jacksonville, that would 
require all private employers to use the federal E-Verify system to check the immigration status of newly 
hired workers. Current law requires use of the system by private employers with 25 or more 
workers.  Location: 212 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• HHS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  -  Thursday, 12:30 p.m. -  The House Health & Human Services 
Committee will hold a panel discussion about artificial intelligence in health and human services 
programs.  Location: Morris Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol. 

• SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY LIMITS TEED UP -  Thursday, 3 p.m. -  The House Judiciary Committee will 
take up a bill (HB 145), filed by Rep. Fiona McFarland, R-Sarasota, that would revamp the state’s 
sovereign-immunity laws and lead to cities, counties and other government agencies paying more in 
lawsuits over people getting injured.  Location: 404 House Office Building, the Capitol. 

— Also: 
• SOUTH FLORIDA WATER BOARD  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The South Florida Water Management 

District Governing Board will meet.  Location: South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club 
Road, West Palm Beach. https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-
xQ#/registration 

http://www.flsenate.gov/
https://www.flhouse.gov/
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+florida+channel&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS1021US1021&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgBEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkyMTkwajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVYWlMtGqg8E&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQDZyK4MZlomS7_Bi5pwUb9QASKYjDca20mDZ8wTaI-wvD8?e=spBchL
https://doolinandassoc-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/p/cdoolin/IQB8Be3PLmyXSZxaJOoMRloGAVVjK2c-pT1YJNBBGsIz4_M?e=AMQhKE
https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-xQ#/registration
https://sfwmd-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ppznWINgRfmCyH1b_pX-xQ#/registration


• UNCLAIMED PROPERTY  -  Thursday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will analyze issues 
related to unclaimed property.  Location: 117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

• UWF TRUSTEES -  Thursday, 9 a.m. Central time. -  The University of West Florida Board of Trustees 
will meet.  Location: UWF Conference Center, 11000 University Parkway, 
Pensacola. https://uwf.zoom.us/j/83812431655?pwd=b2gISEaeCTwcbS3x1IfI9lT5mv65rh.1. Call-in 
number: 1-305-224-1968. Webinar ID: 83812431655. Code: 021448 

• USF TRUSTEES -  Thursday, 9:30 a.m. -  The University of South Florida Board of Trustees will 
meet.  Location: University of South Florida, Traditions Hall, Tampa. 

• UNEMPLOYMENT REPORT RELEASED -  Thursday, 10 a.m. -  The Florida Department of Commerce 
will release a revised unemployment report for August and September. 

• SUPREME COURT RELEASES OPINIONS -  Thursday, 11 a.m. -  The Florida Supreme Court is 
scheduled to release opinions. 

• LAND ISSUES  -  Thursday, 1 p.m. -  The state Acquisition and Restoration Council, which works on land 
conservation issues, is scheduled to hold a public hearing.  Location: Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee. 

• NORTH CENTRAL COUNCIL  -  Thursday, 7 p.m. -  The North Central Florida Regional Planning 
Council is scheduled to meet.  Location: Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 213 S.W. Commerce Blvd., Lake 
City. Call-in number: 1-877-309-2073. Code: 356302093 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 
• UNIVERSITY SYSTEM  -  Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The state university system’s Board of Governors will 

meet and will consider the confirmation of Moez Limayem to become president of the University of South 
Florida.  Location: https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#s
uccess 

• HOUSING FINANCE BOARD  -  Friday, 8:30 a.m. -  The Florida Housing Finance Corp. Board of 
Directors will meet.  Location: Hyatt Regency Orlando International Airport, 9300 Jeff Fuqua Blvd., 
Orlando. 

• IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Florida Department of Health will hold a 
workshop about proposed changes to immunization requirements for schoolchildren.  Location; Hyatt Place 
Panama City Beach, 15727 Front Beach Road, Panama City Beach. 

• ‘IMPACT’ CONFERENCE HELD -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The Revenue Estimating Conference will hold an 
‘impact’ conference, which involves estimating potential costs of legislation.  Location: 117 Knott 
Building, the Capitol. 

• LAND ISSUES  -  Friday, 9 a.m. -  The state Acquisition and Restoration Council, which works on land 
conservation issues, is scheduled to meet.  Location: Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Tallahassee. 

• REFUGEE ISSUES  -  Friday, 10 a.m. -  The Miami-Dade Refugee Task Force will meet.  Location: 
Information at https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-
task-force-meeting-1 

• FSDB TRUSTEES -  Friday, 11:15 a.m. -  The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind Board of Trustees 
will meet.  Location: Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, Moore Hall, 207 San Marco Ave., St. 
Augustine. www.fsdbk12.org 

• NATIONAL ECONOMY  -  Friday, 1:30 p.m. -  The Economic Estimating Conference will discuss the 
national economy.  Location: 117 Knott Building, the Capitol. 

  
 
  

 
 
 

Headlines Around The State 
 

WUSF: Florida Democrats say the 'pendulum' is moving their way. Republicans don't agree. 

https://uwf.zoom.us/j/83812431655?pwd=b2gISEaeCTwcbS3x1IfI9lT5mv65rh.1.
https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#success
https://flbog.zoom.us/j/86370441301?pwd=8dU9nuTnDZ3uDOqIzF99av2ysOhcEs.1#success
https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-task-force-meeting-1
https://www.myflfamilies.com/news-events/public-events-meetings/miami-dade-refugee-task-force-meeting-1
http://www.fsdbk12.org/
https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-12-10/florida-democrats-say-pendulum-moving-their-way-republicans-dont-agree


Post: What's Trump saying about Eileen Higgins? He endorsed her opponent 

WUSF: Trump's new loan limits tied to 'professional' degrees will impact Tampa area students 

FlaPol: James Uthmeier: More than 900 Starbucks locations in Florida engaged in hiring discrimination 

FlaPol: Citizens Insurance recommending rate cuts for many policyholders in 2026 

My News 13: Documents reveal ex-Daytona Beach employee warned of spending issues on city credit cards 

Post: Fallout from state CFO comments: County admin says no more Israeli bond purchases 

Today: Energy companies eye Port Canaveral for liquid natural gas facility 

My News 13: DeSantis unveils plan to spend $117 billion in final budget proposal 

Times: DeSantis final Florida budget proposal pushes for property tax cut 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis releases $117B budget, prioritizing teacher and police raises 

Democrat: DeSantis seeks $117B Florida budget with boost for teacher pay 

Sentinel: DeSantis touts 'Floridians First' budget plan in Orlando 

FlaPol: Ron DeSantis says most Floridians won’t notice ‘schools of hope,’ as they will be in places most people 
don’t go 

Sentinel: DeSantis says Schools of Hope will be limited to 'toughest areas' of Florida 

FlaPol: Gov. DeSantis now says poorer counties will ‘eventually’ be on their own to deal without property taxes 

Times: Lawmakers take step toward fixing Florida's school voucher funding woes 

FlaPol: House committee backs property tax relief amendment as local governments fear the consequences 

WLRN: House Speaker Daniel Perez seeks cuts, restrictions, for safety-net programs 

WLRN: How eliminating property taxes may make Florida housing more expensive 

FlaPol: Allison Tant bill to better enforce partisan rules for candidates gains traction in House 

News4JAX: New proposal lets Florida homeowners abolish their HOAs. Here's how it would work 

FlaPol: Stan McClain, Lauren Melo push for Blue Ribbon projects to boost land preservation 

Today: DeSantis appoints tech CEO Carol Craig to Port Canaveral Commission 

Sentinel: DeSantis appoints space company CEO to Port Canaveral board after chair's death 

FlaPol: State lawmakers greenlight sweeping audit of Miami Beach after request by Fabin Basabe 

FlaPol: Children's Movement salutes trio of lawmakers who drove early learning wins in 2025 

 
 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES FY 25-26 
2025 

December 8-12-                 Legislative Committee Meetings 
December 15 -                  Delegation Hearing  -  Hernando County  

2026 
January 13 -                       2026 Regular Session Begins 
January 20 -                       Small County Coalition Legislative Reception 
January 21 -                       FAC County Legislative Days 
January 21-22 -                  Rural Counties Day 2026 

https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/politics/elections/2025/12/10/donald-trump-eileen-higgins-miami-mayor-reaction/87706108007/
https://www.wusf.org/education/2025-12-11/trump-new-loan-limits-professional-degrees-impact-tampa-area-students
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769332-james-uthmeier-more-than-900-starbucks-locations-in-florida-engaged-in-hiring-discrimination/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769302-citizens-insurance-recommending-rate-cuts-for-many-policyholders-in-2026/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/12/10/documents-reveal-a-former-city-of-daytona-beach-employee-warned-the-city-of-spending-issues-on-city-credit-cards-
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/politics/2025/12/10/palm-beach-county-admin-may-stop-israeli-bond-purchases/87673153007/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2025/12/11/energy-companies-port-canaveral-liquid-natural-gas-facility-lng-cruise-rockets-berkshire-hathaway/87704155007/
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/12/10/desantis-unveils-plan-to-spend--117-billion-in-final-budget-proposal
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2025/12/10/florida-desantis-budget-2026-property-tax-school-safety-tallahassee/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769277-gov-desantis-releases-117b-budget-prioritizing-teacher-and-police-raises/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/10/desantis-pushes-major-florida-spending-plan-before-final-year/87690255007/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/12/10/desantis-touts-floridians-first-budget-plan-in-orlando/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768908-ron-desantis-schools-hope/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/768908-ron-desantis-schools-hope/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/12/10/desantis-says-schools-of-hope-will-be-limited-to-toughest-areas-of-florida/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769240-gov-desantis-now-says-poorer-counties-will-eventually-be-on-their-own-to-deal-without-property-taxes/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2025/12/10/lawmakers-take-step-toward-fixing-floridas-school-voucher-funding-woes/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769318-house-committee-backs-property-tax-relief-amendment-as-local-governments-fear-the-consequences/
https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-12-10/house-speaker-daniel-perez-seeks-cuts-restrictions-for-safety-net-programs
https://www.wlrn.org/business/2025-12-10/property-tax-florida-housing
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769337-allison-tant-bill-to-better-enforce-partisan-rules-for-candidates-gains-traction-in-house/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/florida/2025/12/10/new-proposal-lets-florida-homeowners-abolish-their-hoas-heres-how-it-would-work/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769233-stan-mcclain-lauren-melo-push-for-blue-ribbon-projects-to-boost-land-preservation/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2025/12/10/gov-desantis-appoints-space-tech-ceo-carol-craig-to-canaveral-board/87699222007/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/12/10/desantis-appoints-space-company-ceo-to-port-canaveral-board-after-chairs-death/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769265-state-lawmakers-greenlight-sweeping-audit-of-miami-beach-after-request-by-fabian-basabe/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/769201-childrens-movement-salutes-trio-of-lawmakers-who-drove-early-learning-wins-in-2025/
https://apps.lobbytools.com/tools/t.cfm?a=calendars&b=view&c=viewevent&ID=93334


January 28 -                       Small District Legislative Briefing 
January 28-29 -                  FSBA Day in the Legislature 
March 13 -                         Regular Session Ends 
June 10-12 -                       FSBA Summer Meeting 
June 11-                              Small District Breakfast – Summer Meeting 
June 23-26                          FAC Annual Summer Meeting - Orlando 
June 24                               Small County Coalition Annual Business Meeting - Orlando 

 

 
The Briefing is prepared by Chris Doolin 

cdoolin@doolinandassoc.com 
The Briefing is compiled to provide information to elected officials and staff in counties that are 
members of the Small County Coalition and the Small School District Council Consortium.  It is 
also sent to Professional Colleagues and Associates.   For Questions Email –
cdoolin@DoolinandAssoc.com 

If you want to see all of the latest briefings – you can go www.smallcountycoalition.org or 
www.ssdcc.org and click on the red Briefing button 
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